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” ■ O" ’ 

PART M. 

LONQER POEMS. 


CoML, read to mo some poem, 

Some smii>lo and heartfelt lay, 

That shall soothe this restless feeling, 
And banish the thoiighb of day. 

Oonio, rend from tho treasured volume 
Tho poem of thy ohoicc, 

And lend to the rhyme of the poet 
The beauty of thy voice. 

And the night shall ho filled Avith music, 
And tho oares that infest the day 
Shall fold their touts, like the Arabs 
And as silontlv steal a’wav. 
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XX. 

LONGER POEMS. 

4 

1,— HOEATIUS.^ 



(A Laxf made about the year of the 0%® OQOLX,) 


1. Laiis Por'^Isena^^ [ of 01d(siuiii 

By' fcho I Nino Odcla [ ho swdre 
That the great houBe of Tar quin “ 
Should suffer wrong no inoro. 

By the Nine Gods ho sworo it^ 

And named a trysting-day^j 
And hddo | his mds|sGng(jrs I ride forth, 
Bast and west and south and north, 

To summon his array. 


^ 1. Horatius Codes, Ilora- 
tius tho ono-'Oyed,” a lopfoaclary 
hero of Romo. ^ 

2. A Lay. — This lay or ballad 
is supiiosod by tho author to ho 
reoitocl by a Roman miuBtrol about 
120 years after tho oxj;)loUs it 
oolObratcB. 

3. Year of the City.— Jt is mid 
that Romo was founded about 763 
B.O. by Roimilus, its first idnpf. 

4. Lars Poraena, Jdng of (Jlu- 
siujn, tho prmoii)al ono of the 
twelve confodorafco cities of Etruria 
in Italy, Ho espoused tlio cause 
of the baiiisliGtl Tarquiu, and 
marohing* against Romo at the 
head of a vast army took Jaiiieu- 
lum, a hill fortress at tho ontmneo 
of tho Sublioiau Bridge whioh 


coimooted it with Romo, Ho 
would have onlorod Uio city, had 
it not hcoii for Iho supormunua 
prowess with wliioli Horatius and 
his two oomx>auioiiH, LiirtiuH and 
rTorniimus, ropollod his attaohs 
whllo tlio hrhfgo was being out 
down behind thorn. 

6. House ofTarquin,— Eouud- 
od by Tarquinius XhismiH, triu' 
fifth Icing or Romo, His grand 
son Tarquin tlio Ih’oud, tho sovt'iilh 
Icing, was diqiosod and oxni>lh)(l in 
609 B.O. on lujcount of his own 
Bystomaiic tyranny and tlio cruoUv 
and lawlessuosH of his sou Soxtns.’ 

0. Tryeiiug-day, an appointed 
day of aMHomblirig, [Scotofi Irt/fif, 
an appointmont to meol. A 
ifi(/'^p/ace is a rondo/vouH.] 
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2 , BasL and west and south and north 
The messengers ride fast^ 

And tower and town and cottage 
Have heard the trumpet^ s blast. 
Shame on the false Etruscan 
Who lingers in his homo, 

AVhen Porsoua of Olusium 
Is on the march for Eome. 

'8, Tho horsemen and the footmen 
Are pouring in amain, 

From many a stately market-plaoo j 
Prom many a fruitful plain; 

Prom many a lonely hamletj 
Which, hid by beech and pine, 

Like an eagle’s nest, hangs on tho crest 
Of purple Apemnne\ 

4, And now hath every city 

Sent up her tale® of men ; 

The foot aro fourscore thousand, 

Tho horso are thousands ten. 

Before tho gates of Sulrium® 

Is met the groat array, 

A proud man was Lars Persona 
(Jpon tho trystiug-day* 

5, Per all the Etruscan armies 

Were ranged beneath his eye, 

And mjiny a banished Roman, 

And many a stout ally ; 

And with a mighty following 
To join the muster‘d came 
Tho Tusculan Mamilius®, 

Prince of the Lalian name. 


L Purple Apennines, in Italy. 
Up to 3,000 feet tho piinoipalcliam 
is oovox’ed with a varied veg^etation. 
Tho liig'hor portions aro arid. 

2. Tale, number xcquirocL 

3, Sutrium, a town of Etruria, 


on tho road from Ciushim to Borne. 

4, Muster, an assorahling of 
troops. [Lat. ?mistro, I show.] 
d, Mamilius, Prince of Tusou* 
him in Latium, and son -in -law of 
Tarquin. 

2 



6. But by tli 0 yellow^ Tibor 
Was tumult and affright: 

From all the spacious champaign'^ 

To Romo men took tlieir flight* 

A milo around the city, 

The throng stopped up tlio ways ; 

A fearful sight it was to see 
Through two long nights and days, 

7* For aged folks on crutches, 

And women great with child, 

And mothers sobbing over balms 
That clung to thorn and sniilod, 

And sick men borno in litters 
High on the necks of slaves, 

And troops of snii-buriiGd husbandmon 
Wibli roaping-hooks and staves, 

8. And droves of mules and asses 

Laden with skins of wino, 

And endless flocks of goats and sheep, 
And endless herds of kino. 

And endless trains of waggons 
That creaked bonoatli blio weight 
Of corn-sacks and of hoiiscboUl goods, 
Ohokod every roaring gate* 

9. Now, from iho rock 'Parpoian^, 

OouUl tho wan burgh ora* spy 
The line of blazing villages 
Red in tho midnight sky, 

The Fathers^ of tho Oily, 

They sat all night and day, 

For ovory hour somo horseman c;am(} 
With tidings of dismay* 


L Yellow, au opitliofc applied to 
tlio Tiber on account of its muddy 
and yollowlsli wnlorw. 

2. Champaign, ti ilat opou 
country . [Let. campuSf « Hold J 

3, Rock Tai^peian, a part of 


ilio Oapiiolino lull, on tlio houI; 
Huminit of wbicli atood tho oapU< 
or toinplo of Juidlor. 

4. Wan burghers, palo nlli 
zoim. 

5, The Fnlhors, tho 8oimtor«. 
3 
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10, To eastwaj'd and to westward 

Have spread the Tuscan bands ; 

Nor houses nor fence, nor dovecote^ 

In Orustumeriura^ stands, 

Verbenna® down to Ostia'^ 

Hatli wasted all the plain ; 

Astur® hath stormed Janiculum, 

And the stout guards are slain. 

11, 1 wis®, in all the Senate, 

There was no heart so bold, 

But sore it ached, and fast it beat, 

When that ill nows was told. 
Forthwith up rose the OonsuF, 

Up rose the Fathers all ; 

In haste they girded up their gowns, 

And hied thorn to the wall. 

12. They held a council standing 

Before the Eiver-Gatej 
Short time was there, ye well may guess, 
For musing or debate. 

Out spake the Consul roundly® ; 

The bridge must straight go down ; 
For, since Janiculum is lost, 

Nought else can save the town,^^ 

13. Just then a scout® came flying, 

All wild with haste and fear : 

^'To arms ! to arms I Sir Consul, 

Lars Porsona is here.^^ 


1, Dovecote, dovecot, a liouso 
oY pigeons, 

2. Cruslumeriutn, a toivn of 
ibines, near tho AUia, 
^erbenna, a Tuscan chief, 
''“■tia, n town at the moutli 

ber. 

another Etrusean 

Inoiow ; I ween, 
adverb written 


oxW-iWy, meaning < certain- 
ly*'] 

7, Consul,— After the expulsion 
of Tarquin, the i‘egal dignity 
(which had existed at Rome for 


244 years) was abolished and the 
supreme authority was committed 
to two chief magisbatos, called 
Consuls, who wore elected annually. 

8. Roundly, plainly ; openly, 

9. Scout, one sent out to watch. 



Oa tlie low lulls to wesfcwanl 
The Consul fixed his oyo, 

And saw the swarthy storm of dust 
Uise fast along the sky. 

14* And nearer fast and nearer 

Doth the red whirlwind como; 

And louder still and still more loud, 
Prom underneath that rolling cloudy 
Is heard the trumpet’s war-iioto proud, 
The trampling, and the hum. 

And plainly and more plainly 
Now through the gloom appears, 

Far to left and far to right, 

In bi’okon gleams of dark -blue lightj 
The long array of helmots bright, 

The long array of spears. 

16. And plainly and more plainly. 

Above that glimtnoving line, 

Now might yo see ilio banners 
Of twelve fair cities shino j ^ 

But the banner of proud Olusinm 
Was highest of them all, 

The terror of the Umbrian^ 

The terror of the flauF. 


16, And plainly and more plainly 

Now might tho burghors know, 

By port” and vest*', by liorso and crost, 
Bach warlike Lucumo”, 


1. The Umbrians, iiUiubitani» 
t>f XJiribrift, a clisiviot of foiitviil 
Italy, Tlioy wore dopnvod of 
Oliinium uud other pfHf^c'ssion^ by 
tlio EtriiRoaiis, 

2, The Gauls, nafcm’s of Uls- 
alyiuo Gaul or North (*rn Italy, 
f (ifdlia Tmmtfpiua included hVaiirf*, 


Bolgiuiu, fto,*] 

3, Port, rrirrhigo ; air; mica, 
f Liil. poi'iot \ f'liriy.] 

‘i. Vest, div^n ; army* [Lat, 
u gjirinoiit,] 

/j. Lucumo, a IhoEtniH- 

eui) nobles. 
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There Cilniiis of Arretinai^ 

On his fleet roan was seen ; 

And Astur of the fourfold shield^ 

Girt with the brand^ none else may wield ; 
Tohimiiiiis with the bolt of gold ; 

And dark Vex'benna from the hoUr 
By reedy Thra^ymene^ 

17. Past by the royal standard^ 

Overlooking all the war, 

Lars Porseno- of Clusium 
Sat in his ivory car* 

By the right wheel rode Mamiliiis, 

Prince of the Latian name ; 

And by the left false Sextus®, 

That wrought the deed, of shame®, 

18. Bui when the face of Sextus 

Was seen among the foes, 

A yell that rent the firmament 
Prom all the town arose, 

Ou the house-tops was no woman 
But spat towards him and hissed. 

No child but screamed out curses, 

And shook its little fist, 

19. But the Consults brow was sad. 

And the OonsuTs speech was low, 

And darkly looked he at the wall, 

And darkly at the foo. 


1. Arretium, one of the states 
or Etmiia. 

2* Brand, sword. [Su 2 >ply 

3. Hold, sh-onghold ; fortress, 

4. Thrasymene, n lake in 
Etruria, 

6, False Sextus, s^o called for 
his treachery at Gnbii, ti Latin city 
hoBieged by Tarquin, Soxtns 
pietending- ill -treatment from his 
father fled to G-abii and was received 
with ojiou ainu'^*. Bciupr entrusted 


's\dth the command of the troops, he 
put all the leading men or tho 
place to death and handed over 
tho city to his father. 

S, The deed of shame. — The 
immediate cause of the expulsion of 
Tarquin was a shameful outrage 
poiqietrnted by Sextus on a noble 
lady named Luoretia, who, unable 
to survive tho dishonour, stabbed 
her.self in tho presence of hoi 
husband and kindred. 
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vtin will bo upon us 
Before the bridge goes down 5 
And if tliey once may win the bridge, 

What hope to save tlu3 town 
20 » Then out spako bravo lloratius, 

Tlio Captain of tlio Gate: — > 

To every man upon this eartli 
Death comefcli soon or late. 

And how can man die better 
Thau facing fearful odds, 

For the ashes of his fniliers, 

And the temples of his Gods ? 

21. ^^And for the tender mother 

WIio dandled^ him to rest, 

And for the wife who nurses 
His baby at her brcnist, 

And for the lioly maidens^ 

Who food tho otornal llanje, 

To save them from false 8oxlim 
That wrought tlio deed of Hbamc V 

22. Hew down tho bridge, Sir Consul, 

With all the speed ye may ; 

Ij with two more to help mo, 

Will hold the foe in pluy. 

In you strait^ path a thousand 
May well bo stopped by tliroa 
Now, who will stand on eitlior Imml, 

And keep tlm bridge with me?^^ 

23. Then out spako Sj^nrins Lartius, — 

A Bamnian'*' proud was ho 1 — 

Lo, I will stand at tliy right hand, 

And keep the bridge with ihoo.^^ 

1 . Dandle, to ftiuiko or jolt on cIc'hh of tlii» lunirtlj. 
tho Joieo or m{)vu up jind down hi Jh Btralt, niirrtJW. 

J J f uiullo. i . Ram n I a n - T) in Rtinwr'i ^vor< ' 

2. Holy maidens, Iho V'ohIjiI aljiUiimolonyPoimdndhyiloinulu'i 
virgins, priostcF^MOs of VontH, god- on the PahUlno TTilh 

7 
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And out spake strong Horminius^ — 

Of Titian^ blood, was ho ; — 

‘^1 will abido on left side, 

And keep tlio bridge with thee.^^ 

24* Horatius/^ quoth the Consul, 

As thou sayest so let it bo.” 

And straight against that great array 
Forth went the dauntless Three. 

For Romans in Romeos quarrel 
Spared neither land nor gold, 

Nor sou nor wife, nor limb nor life, 

In the brave days of old. 

25, Then none was for a party j 

Then all were for the state ; 

Then the great man lielf)ed the ))oor, 
And the poor man loved the groat : 
Then lauds were fairly portioned j 
Then spoils 'wore fairly sold : 

The Romans were liko brothers 
In the bravo days of old. 

26, Now Roman is to Roman 

More hateful than a foO) 

And the Tribunes® beard the high^. 

And the Fathers grind the low. 

As we wax hot in faction, 

In battle we wax cold ; 

Wherefore men fight not as they fought 
In the brave days of old. 

27, Now while the Three were tightening 

Theii’ harness on their backs, 

The Consul was the foremost man 
To take in hand an axe : 


1, Titian. — Tho TUies wqvo 
S abine settlors on the QuivinalHiU. 

2. Tribunes, magistratoH ap- 

to protect tho phheiaitii^ or 


common people, [Lat, inbiuiuHf 
from t} ihuSj a tribe.] 

3. The high, tho aMcians or 
higher orders, 
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And Fatliors mixed with Ootnraoiis 
Seized IiafcclielS bar®, and crow^, 

And smote upon the planks above^ 

And loosed the props bolow* 

28. Keanwhilo tho Tuscan* army, 

Eight glorious to bohold. 

Came flashing back tho noonday light. 

Rank behind rank, like surges bright 
Of a broad soa of gold. 

Pour hundred trumpets sounded 
A penl of warlike glee, 

As that great host, with measured troad, 

And spoars advanced, and onsigns spread, 

Rolled slowly towards tho bridgohs head, 

Whoro stood the dauntless Three, 

29. The Throe stood calm and silent, 

And looked upon tho foes, 

And a great shout of laughter 
Prom all the vanguard rose : 

And forth throe chiefs came spurring 
Before that deep array ; 

To earth they sprang, their swords they drew, 

And lifted high their shields, and How 
To win tho narrow way. 

[But the Etruscan chiefs wore soon laid low in tho 
dusD by tho dauntless throo.^^j 

30* But now no sound of laughter 
yV^as heard among tho foes, 

A wild and wrathful clamour 
Prom all tho vangnareP rose. 


1, J-Iatchet, a small axo, 

2, Bar, a long jiieco of wood or 
inotal, 

3, Crow, a nwbar; a Imr of iron 
witli a bonk, orook, or two olawn, 


lifted in raimiig and moving heavy 
woigliis, 

'1. Tuscan, I'llriiftnan, fLnt. 
7iVr//rh/ or Tmk^ ^J’ufi(*«ny.;| 

0. Vanguard, front; fait lino, 

0 
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Six spears^ lengfcli from fclie ontranco 
Halted that deep array, 

And for a space no man came forth 
To win the narrow way. 

81, But hark I the cry is Astur; 

And lo I the ranks divide j 
And the groat Lord of Luna^ 

Comes with his stately stride * 
Upon his ample shoulders 

Clangs loud the foiufold® shield, 
And in his hand ho shakes the brand 
Which none but ho can wield, 

32, He smiled on those bold Eonmns 
A smile serene and high; 

He eyed the flinching^ Tuscans, 

And scorn was in his eye. 

Quoth he, ‘‘The she-wolfs litter* 
Stand savagely at bay : . 

But will ye daro to follow> 

If Astur clears the way ? 

83, Then, whirling up his broadsword 
With both hands to the height^, 
He rushed against Horatius, 

And smote with all his might. 


1. Luna, an Efcrnscan town. 

2. Fourfold, having fom* hiyors 
of metal. 

3. Flinching, fthrinldiig; show- 
ing signs of yielding, 

4. The she -wolfs litter, tlio 
Romans, According to tlio common 
legend Romnlus and his twin- 
brothor Remus wore, soon after 
])irth, coudemuod to bo drowned in 


the Tihor. But the oradlo in wliiol 
they wore oximaod having stranded 
they wero snoldod by a she -wolf 
until discovered by a shopherc 
named Faustulus, who a<mptoc 
them ns his own children 
[*< Litter” means a brood o 
yoxiug pigs, kittens, piippios, &c.] 
6, To the height, ns liigh as h 
could, 

10 
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Witli shiolcl and blado Horabius 
Eight deftly^ turned the blow. 

The blow^ though turned, came yet too nigh ; 

It missed his helm, but gashed his thigh : 
The Tuscans raised a joyful cry 
To seo the red blood How. 

34. He reeled, and on Horniinius 

Ho leaned one broathiiig-spaco j 
Then, like a wild cat mad with wounds, 
Sprang right at Astur^s faco. 

Through tooth, and skull, and helmet 
So fierce a thrust ho sped^ 

The good sword stood a hand-bread th out 
Behind the Tuscan's hoad. 

35. And the groat Lord of Luna 

Hell at that deadly stroke. 

As falls on Mount Alvcrnus® 

A thundor-smitton oak. 

Ear o'er the crashing forest 
Tho giant arms lio spread;^ 

And the pale augurs ^ muttoriug low, 

Gaxe on the blasted head. 

86. On Astuv's throat Horatins 

Eight firmly pressed his heel, 

And thrice and four timoB tuggeeV amain, 
Ere ho wrenched out tho stcol. 

And seo," he cried, '^ tho wolcomo. 

Pair guests, that waits^ yon hero I 
What nohlo Lucumo comos next 
To taste our Konmn choor? " 


1. Deftly, olovorly; flldlfull)' ; 
dexterously. 

2. Sped, executed ; dealt quick- 
ly and fiuccoflHfully, 

3. Mount Alvernus, a Ingh 
monutain in llio Houth of Italy. 

4. Augur, n priest, whoforot<M 


future nveulft from tho 
hmhi from and otjur 

ocvmrcncci^* [bitt a l>ird, 

and (/erOi T Rear,] 

0. Tugged, xmlled >vith Kroiil, 
force or ('llort, 

(\, Walla, waii^ for; iuvjiits 
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37. But at his haughty challeugo 

A sullen murmur ran, 

Mingled of wratli, and shame, and dread. 
Along that glittering van. 

There lacked not men of prowess', 

Nor men of lordly race; 

For all Etrurians noblest 
Were round the fatal place. 

38. But all Etrurians noblest 

Felt their hearts sink to see 
On the earth the bloody corpses. 

In the path the dauntless Three : 

And, from the ghastly entrance 
Where those bold Romans stood, 

All shrank, like lioys who unaware, 
Ranging the woods to start a hare, 

Come to the mouth of the dark lair® 
Where, growling low, a fierce old bear 
Lies amidst bones and blood. 

89, Was^ none who would bo foremost 
To lend such diro attack : 

But those behind cried ^'Forward ! 

And those beforo cried Back 1 
And backward now and forward 
Wavers* the deep array ; 

And on the tossing sea of steel, 

To and fro the standards reel; 

And the victorious trumpet-peal 
Dies fitfully® away. 


40. Yet one man for one moment 
Stood out before the crowd ; 

Well known was he to all the Three, 
And they gave him greeting loud, — 


1, Prowess, Lvaveryj yalour ; 
mtrepidifcy in war. [Oh’, proimaej] 

2, Lair, the restlng-pfaco of a 
wild Least. [Prom to tay or 


3, Was none, Ihoiowasno ouo, 

4, Wavers, swaya hdokwarda 
and for’n^ards, imdoterniiued. 

5, Fitfully, by ilts ; iiTogiiltirly. 


12 
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''Now welcoiiio*, welooino, Sextus! 

Now wolcoino to thy homo I 
Wliy dost tliou stay, anti turn away ? 
Hero lies tho road to Rome.” 

41. Thrice looked he at tlio city ; 

'J’hrice looked ho at tlie dead; 

And thrice came on in fiirj'. 

And thrice turned back in cli'ead : 
And, white with fear and liatrod, 
Scowled at tho narrow way 
Where, wallowing” in a pool of blood, 
Tho bravost 'J’uscaus lay. 

42. But meanwhile axo and lover 

Have manfully boon ])liod ; 

And now tho briclgo hang.s tottering 
Above tho boiling tide. 

"Come back, como back, Iloratius I” 
Loud cried tho l'’athor.s nil ; 

"Back, Lartius! back, Iloriniuius I 
Back, ero tho ruin fall I” 


48, Back darted Spurius Lartius j 
Herminius darted back : 

And, ns they pnased, beneath their feet 
They felt tho timbora crack. 

But when they turuod their faces. 

And on tho farther shoro 
Saw bravo Horatius stand nlono. 

They would have crossed onoo more, 
44, But with a crash liko thunder 
Fell ovory loosened beam. 

And, like a dam“, tho mighty wreck 
Lay right athwart* tho stream : 


1, Now welcome.—Siiid ironi- 
eiiUy. 

2, Wallowingf, rolling ; wol- 

loniig", 


3, Bttm, a molo>rmoiuMl. rulml 
to obfttmot a ourmit of 

4. Athwart, nmws; from wilo 
to Milo. 


18 
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And a long shout of triumph 
Rose from tho walls of Romo, 

As to the highest turret-tops 
Was splashed the yellow foam* 

45» And, like a horse unbroken^, 

When first he feols the rein^ 

The furious river struggled hard, 

And tossed his tawny mane, 

And burst tho curb, and bounded, 
Rejoicing to be free, 

And whirling down, iu fierce career. 
Battlement, and plauk, and pior, 
Rushed headlong to tho sea, 

46* Alone stood brave Horatius, 

But constant still in mind j 
Thrice thirty thousand foes before, 

And the broad flood behind, 

Down with him cried false Sextus, 
With a smile on his pale face. 

Now yield thee,^^ cried Ijars Porsona, 
^^Now yield thee to our grace.” 

47, Round turned lie, as not deigning 

Those craven® ranks to seej 
Nought spake he to Lars Porsena, 

To Sextus nought spake he ; 

But he saw on Palatinus 
The white porch of his home } 

And he spake to the noble river 
That rolls by the towers of Rome — 

48, 0 Tiber ! Rather Tiber® ! 

To whom the Romans pray, 

A Romanes life, a Roman's arms, 

Take thou in charge this day ! ” 


1, Unbroken, not tamed and 
rendered tractable ; not necustonied 
to the bridle. 

2. Craven, cowardly ; dnf*tnrdly. 


[Erom to beg.] 

8, Father Tiber. — Tho names 
of livers are gcnomllymnscnlinG in 
Latin. 


14 



PART II.] IIOKATIUS. 176 

So lie spakO; and speaking slicafclied 
The good sword by his sido. 

And with his harness ou his back, 

Plunged headlong in tlio tide. 

40. No sound of joy or sorrow 

Was heard from either bank ; 

But friends and foes in dumb surprise, 

With parted lips and straining' oyos, 

Stood ga/dng whore ho sank ; 

And when abovo tlio surges 
They saw his crest appear, 

All Kome sent fortli a rapturous cry, 

And ovon the ranks of Tuscany 
Oould scaroo forboax' to choor, 

60. But fiercely ran iho current, 

Swollen high by months of rain : 

And fast his blood was llowing, 

And ho was sore in pain, 

And heavy with liis armour, 

And spent^ with changing® blows j 
And oft they thought him sinking, 

But still again ho rose, 

61. Never, I weon, did swimmer, 

In such an evil case”, 

Struggle through such a raging Hood 
Safe to the landing place : 

But his limbs were borne up bravely 
By the bravo heart within, 

And our good father Tiber 
Boro bravely up his ohm. 

62. Ourse ou him 1^^ quoth false Soxtus, 

Will not tho villain drown ? 

But for this stay, oro close of clay 
Wo should have sacked* Uio town 

1. Spent, tirotl out ; oxliauHtod. 3, Case, oondiUoii. 

2, Changing, Gxoliangin^; glv- 4, Sacked, «lonncd mul do- 
ing and recoiviiig. slroyod ; i>illagud ; pluudorod. 
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Heaven help him 1^^ quoth Lars Porsena, 

And bring him safe to shore ; 

Por such a gallant feat of arms 
Was never seen before.^^ 

53, And now he feels the bottom ; 

Now on dry earth he stands ; 

Now round him throng tho Fathers, 

To press his gory hands j 
And now, with shouts and clapping, 

And noise of weeping loud, 

Ho enters through the River-Gate, 

Borne by the jojmus crowd, 

64. They gave him of the corn-land, 

That was of public right, 

As much as two strong oxen 
Could plough from morn till night j 
And they made a molten’^ image, 

And set it up on high, 

And tlioro it stands inito this day 
To witness if I lie, 

65. It stands in the Comitiiim* 

Plain for all folk® to seej 
Horaiiiis in his harness, 

Halting upon one knee : 

And nnderneatli is written, 

In letters all of gold, 

How valiantly he kept tho bridge 
In tho brave days of old. 

66. And still his namo sounds stmlug 

Unto tho men of Rome, 

As tho trumpet-blast that cries to thorn 
To charge the Volscian"^ home®; 

1; Molten, of molted motal, ally used in tlio plural,] 

2i Comitium, tlio voting-plnoo d Voleciana, inhabitants of 
of tho Homans. [Lat, con, and <?o, Void, an inland city of Etriuda. 

I go.] i5. Charge home, attack off eo* 

S. "Folk, people. [Now gencr- tivoly, 

16 
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As liis who kept ilio bridge so well 
lu the brave clays of old. 

And ill tUo nights of win tor, 

When the cold uorth-winds blow, 

And the long howling of tlio wolves 
Is hoard amidst the snow; 

When round the lonoly cottager 
Roars loud tho fcemposfc^s din, 

And the good logs^ of Algid ns’'^ 

Roar louder yet within j 

58, Whon tho oldest cask is opened, 

And tho largest lamp is lit; 

Wh(3U tho chestnuts glow in tho embers 
And tho kid turns on tho spit ; 

Whon young and old in circlo 
Avouud tho firobrands closo ; 

Whon tho girls aro weaving baskets) 

And tho lads are shaping bows; 

59, When Iho goodmau'^ mends Ixis armour, 

And trims liia holrnot^s plume; 

Whon tho goodwife’s® sliuttlo merrily 
Goos flashing through tho loom ; 

With wooping and with laughtor 
Still IS tho story told, 

How woll Horafcius kopt iho bridge 
In tho bravo clays of old. 

Lord Mamiilaij^ (1800.185U). 


1. Juno, iho qiiooii of hoavon. 
Ah Jupitor ^yuN iho prokc^tor of 
tho malo box, m Juno wiitoh<‘tl 
uvor ilio Xomalo box and over jiowly- 
horn childron, ‘VVomon in oliilll- 
hod invoked Jnno, undor tho immo 
Luoina, to holj) thorn » 

*2. Logs, bulky pieces of wood, 


3, AlgiduB, IX rango of nioun- 
taiiiH in Xiiituun, (tmsired wifli 
forcHtn. 

'1, Oooclman, houwoholdrr, 
f), Goodwife, laistivBH of iljo 
hoiiBO. 

* Soo Ihu Tulrodiujltju, and 
Part I., pugo left 
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QMS OF ENGLISH POETRY. 


[part IX. 


2.-~THE PBISOISTBR OB GHILLON. 

Sonnet on OhiUon^, 

Bter'Inal Spii’lil: (5f | tho clutin|less Mind ! 

Briglitesfc in dungeons, Liberty, thou art — ■ 

For there tliy habitation is the heart — 

The heart, which love of thee alone can Lind j 
5 And when thy sons to fetters are consigned, 

To fetters, and the damp vaiilt^s clay less gloom, 
Their country conquers with their martyrdom, 
And Freedoin^s fame finds wings on every ^YincL 
Ohillou 1 tliy prison is a holy place, 

10 And thy sad floor and altar, — fur ^twas ti'od, 
Until his very steps have loft a trace, 

Worn, as if thy cold pavement were a sod, 

By Bonnivard^ 1 May none those marks efface — 
For they appeal from tyranny to God. 


I. 


My hair [ is gi’cy, | but nut ( with y<^ar^, 
Nor grew it white 
In a singlo night, 
have growii^ from sadden fears : 
5 My limbs are bowed, though not with toil, 
Btlt rusted with a vile repose, 

For they have been a dungooii^s spoil, 

And mine has been the fate of those 
To whom the goodly earth and air 
10 Are banned and bain’ed — ^forbidden fare; 
But this was for my father's faith, 

I suffered chains and courted death ; 

That father perished at the stake* 

For tenets he would not forsake ; 


1. C billon, a oasfcle ou tlio lake 
of Qenovn. 

2. Bonnivard, Bi’auqoitf do 
nouuivard, -who Tvaa oonftued from 
U30 to 1636 m Uio caafclo of Chil- 
lon for his defence of tiio riglita of 
the Republic of Goaeva against 


Oharloa III., Diiko of Savoy. 

3, Have grown — Should h* 
♦*has grow,” the iiomiiMj ■ 
being ”hair,” 

4. Stake, tho post to whndi - t\ 
ooudomned to die by fivr 
faateued. 
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TUB PEI&OJIKR OP CIIILLON. 


171 ) 


15 And foi’ tlio sam Grills lineal race 
In darkness found a dwollhig-placo^, 

We wore seven— who now are one, 

Six ill youth, and one in flgo^ 

Finished as they had begun, 

20 Proud of PcrsDCutioiPs rage ; 

One in fire, and two in field, 

Their belief with blood have sealed, 

Dying as ilioir father died, 

For the God their foes denied] 

25 Three were in a dungeon cast^ 

Of whom this va'cek is left the last. 

IJ. 

l''horo are seven jnllars of Oothic mould*, 

In OhilloiPs dungeons deep and old, 

Thero aro seven columns, innssy and groy, 

30 Dim with a dull imprisoned ray — 

A sLinbeam which hath lost its way. 

And through the crovico and iho cloft 
Of the thick wall is fallen and left ; 

Orooping o*or tho floor so damp, 

36 Like a marslds moteor lamp^ : 

And in each pillar thoi'o is a riiig,^ 

And in oacli ring thero is a chain] 

That .iron is a cankering® thing, 

For in those limbs its tooth i^omnin, 

40 With marks that will not wear away, 

Till X have done witli this no w day^, 

1. In darkness found a dwell- 3, Three were in a dungeon 
in -place, — ^Bonuivarcl wan Iho casl, — too, hun lu) foiuidii- 
hoTcloi* of a Koman Oatholio hono- tioii hi fiiot, Ho hruthorH dum'd 
ii( e, and could not huvo boon per- lus captivity. 

MTuted for religion, Uyroii lias <1, Of Gothic mould, of (tolhic 
drawn a good doul upon hia hna- or meditoviilurohikKituvoi 
j.dnfttiou for tho xnafccriala of LI it) «, A marshes meteor lamp, 

hrory ‘‘When this poem was tho ’W'iU-o’-llio-’VViHp, 

)mpo«»cHl,*’ says ho, “I was not 0. Cankering, ruilliig hdo ; 
'iidr. u‘|itly awuro of tho hintory of ('f)rroditJg. [Lat, canerri n iTJih, ii 
HuMiivard.” niiMior,] 

One in age.— The fatlur. - 7. New day, m\v lifo of lilaTly 
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irAET Ij, 


'Wliicli now is painful to tliGSO eyes, 

Wliicli have not seen tlie suu so rise 
For years — 1 cannot count them o^er, ' / / / 
45 I lost their long and heavy score ^ ’ j ' 
When my last brother drooped and died, 

And I lay living by his side. 

III. \ 

Tlioy chained us each to a column stone, 

And wo were three — yet, each alouej 
fiO We could not move a single pace, 

Wo could not SCO each otlier^s face. 

But with that pale and livid^ light 
That made us strangers in our sight i 
And thus together — yet apart, 

65 Fettered^ in hand, but joined in lipart, 

*Twas still some solace, in the dearth 
Of the pure elements of earth, 

To hearken to each o thorns speech, 

And each turn comforter to each 
60 AVitih some new Impo, or legend old, 

Or song lieroically hold ; 

But oven these at length grew cold. 

Our voices took a dreary tone^ 

An echo of the cluugeon-.slone, 

65 A grating sound — not full and free, 

As they of yoro were wont to bo : 

It might bo fancy — but to ino 
They nover sounded like our own. 

IV, 

' I was the oldest of the three, 

70 And to uphold and cheer the rest ‘ 

I ought® to do — and did — my best, 

And each did well in his degree. 

The youngest, whom m y father loved, 

1. Pale and livid, dull ; €li«- , are, diricUy, cliaiuh for il 

Coloiued, [Lat, h pidttHf Hue - blanlc Ji 3 Ought.^Pasfc tonso 

2, Fettered, iiuinaoled. [_Fei(crs \ finally, Uio preterite of m- 

, / . ^ 20 
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Because our mo thorns brow was given 
75 To him — with eyes as blue as hoaveii; 

For him my soul was sorely moved ; 

And truly might it bo dislrest 
To see suoh bird in such a nest ; 

For he was beautiful as day — ■ 

80 (When day was beautiful to mo 
As to yonug eagles, being free*—) 

A polar day\ which will not see 
A sunset till its summer^s gono, ^ 

Its sleepless summer of long light, 

85 The sliow-olad offspring of tho sun : 

And thus ho was as pure and hriglib, 
And in his natural spirit g^iy, 

With tears for nought but others^ ills, 
And then they flowed like mountain rills, 
90 Unless he could assuago® tho woo 
Which he abhorred to view below. 


V, 


The other was as puro of mind, 

But formed to combat with hia kind® j 
Strong in his frame, and of a mood 
95 Which Against tho world in wav had sfcood^, 
And perished in the foremost rank 
With joy j — bub not in chains to pine : 
His spirit withered with their clank, 

I saw it silonbly dcclino — 

100 And so perchance in sooth did mine : 
But yet I forced it on to cheer 
Those relics of a homo so dear, 

Tie was a hunter of tho hills, 

Had followed thet'o the deer and wolf j 
To him this dungeon was a guilf, 

♦id fettered feet the worst of ills. 


polar day, a day lasting 
DOuthii, 

^ 5uage, alloviaio ; miti- 


gate. [Lai. adf iiucl amvist swoot.] 
a. Kind, ra«o. 

4. Had stood, Avoulcl ha VO stood. 
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[rAKT II. 


YI* 

Lako Lemau^ lies "by Olnllon^s walls ; 

A tlioiisaud feefc in depth below 
Its massy waters meet and flow ; 

110 Thus much the fathomdino was sent 
From Ohillon^s snow-wliito battlement, 

Which round about the wave enthralls® : 

A double dungeon wall and wave ' 

Have made— and like a living grave. 

115 Below the surface of the lake 

The dark vault lies wherein wo lay, 

We heard it ripple night and day j 
Sounding o^or our heads it knocked; 

And I have felt the winter^s spray 
120 Wash through tho bars, when winds were high 
And wanton® in tho happy sky « 

And then tho very rock hath rocked, 

And I have felt it shako, unshookod, 

Because I could have smiled to seo 
126 Tho death that would have set mo free* 


vri. 

I said my nearer brother pined, 

I said his mighty heart doclinod ; 

He loathed and put away his food ; 

It was not that ^twas coarso and rude, 
130 For we were used to hunter's fare, 

And for the like had little care ; 

The milk drawn from the mountain goat 
Was changed for water from the moat, 
Our bread was such as captives^ tenvs 
136 Have moistened many a thousand years, 
Since man first pent* his fellow-men 
Like brutes within an iron don : 


1, Lake Leman, Tho Ihoncli 
uamo of the Lake of Genova. 
[Lat- Zaeua Zemanus,'] 

2. Enthrall, suitoutkI ; literally, 


enf<lnvo, fFrom thrall ^ a hhivo,] 

3. Wanton, i)la 5 dngf with on: 
constraint. 

4. Pent, confined ; cooped up, 
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Bub wliafc wero tlieso to ns op Iiiui ? 

'J'heso wasted nob bis heart or limb ; 

140 My brother's sonl was of that inonld 
Which in a palaco had grown cold, 

Had his free broathing boon denied 
Tho range of tlio steep mountain’s side ; 
But why doloy tho trntli ? — ho died. 

145 and could not hold his head, 

'Nt^rench his dying hand — nor dead, 
'fhough hard I strove, but strove in vain, 
To rend and gnash my bonds in twain^. 

Ho died— and they unlocked his cimin, 

160 And scooped for him a shallow grave 
Even from tho cold earth of onr cave. 

I begged them, ns a boon, to lay 
His corse’ in dust whereon tho day 
Might Bhiuo— it was a foolish thought, 

156 Bub then within my brain it wrought, 
That oven in death his froo-born breast 
In such a dungeon could not rest. 

I might have spared my idle prayer — 
They coldly laughed— and laid him there : 
ICO Tho flat and turlloss earth above 
Tho being wo so much did lovej 
His empty chain above it leant, 

Such murder’s fitting mounment ! 


vni. 


But ho, tho favourite and tho flower, 
1C5 Most chorishod since his natal lionr. 

His mothpi''s imago in fair face, 

Tho infant love of all his I'aei', 

His martyred falhci‘’H dean^st tliongid', 
My latest oaro, for whom f spuglit 
170 d’o hoard my lifo, that In'* might ho 
Less wrololiod now, and mm day Inmj 
Ho, too, wlio yet had hold imtirt'd 

). In twain, ill two. I ’ 


I I 
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A spin!} natural or inspirocl — 

Hg; too, was struck, and day by day 
175 Was withered on the stalk away. 

Oh, God 1 it is a fearful thing 
To see the human soul take wing 
In any shapo, in any mood : — 

IVe soGu it ’rushing forth in blood, 

180 IVo seen it on the breaking ocean 

Strive with a swoln convulsive^ motion, 

IVo seen the sick and ghastly bed 
Of Sin delirious® with its dread ; 

Bub these wove horrors — this was woo 
186 Un mixed with such — ^bul sure and slow : 

He faded, and so calm and mook, 

So softly worn, so sweetly' weak, 

So tearless, yet so tender — ^Icind, 

And grieved for those ho left behind ; 

'190 With all the while a cheek whose bloom 
Was as a mockery of the tomb, 

Wliose tints as gently sunk ofway 
As a departing rainbow^s vs^y ; 

An eye of most transparent light, 

196 That almost made the dnpgeon bHght 
And not a word of murmur — ^nob 
A groan o’er his untimely lot, — 

A little talk of better days, 

A little hope my own bo raise, 

200 For 1 was sunk in silence — lost 
In this last loss, of all the inosb^ ; 

And then the sigdis ho would suppress 
Of fainting nature’s foobleness, 

More slowly drawn, grew less and loss : 

205 I listened, but I could not heaV“ 

I called, for I was w ild with fear ; 

li Convulsive, attoiidocl with drln'o, to draw the furrow 
% spasms, [Lat, con, and i^ello, 1 honco to ho ora^^y ; da, from, and 

lif'a, a furrow,] 

2, Delirious, raving'. [Lat* 3. The most, tho greatest, 
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186 


I knew ^fcwaa hopeless, bub my droail 
Would nob be thus admomshfed’’ j 
I called, and thought I heavd a soluuI— 

^10 I burst my chain with one strong bound, 

And rushed to him : — I found him not, 

1 only stirred in this black spot, 

I only lived — 1 only drow 

The accursed breath of dun goon- dew \ 

215 The last — the sole — the dearest link 
Between me and the eternal brink, 

Which bound me to my (ailing race, 

Was broken in this fatal place. 

One on the earth, and ono bcuionth — 

220 My brothers — both had ccusod to broathe : 

I took that hand which lay so still, 

Alas ! my own was full as chill j 
I had not strength to stir, or strive, 

But felt that I was still alive — 

225 A fraiitio fooling, when wo know 
That what wo love shall ne^or be so. 

I know not why 
I could not die, 

I had no earthly hope — but faith, 

23 0 And that forbado a selfish death, 

tx. 

What next befell me then and tlion* 

I know not wo]l--*I never know.' — 

First camo blio loss of light and air, 

And then of darkness too ; 

235 I had no thought, no feeling — none — 

Among the stonos I stood a stono, 

And was scax’co oonscious what I wist”, 

As shrubless ci*aga within the mist; 

For all was blank, and bleak, and grey ; 

240 It was not night — it was not day ' 

It was not ovGii tho diingcon-liglil, 

1. Admonished, roprov^nL | Wist.- Piu*! (d' ^n/, (o know. 
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[PAET II. 


So hateful to my heavy sights 
But vacancy absorbing space, 

^ And fixedness — without a place ; 

243 There wore no stars — no earth — no time — 

No check — ^110 change — no good — no crime 

But silence, and a stirless breath 
Which noitiior was of life nor death ; 

A sea of stagnant idleness, 

250 Blind, bonndloss, mute, and motionless 1 

X. 

A light broke in upon my brain,- — 

It was the carol of a bird ^ 

Tt coased, and then it came again, 

The sweetest song car ever heard, 

255 And mine was thankful till my eyes 
Ran over with the glad surprise. 

And they that moment could not see 
I was tho mato^ of misery ; 

But then by dull degrees came back 
260 My senses to their wonted track, 

I saw tho dungeon walls and floor 
Close slowly round mo as before, 

I saw the glimmor of tho sun, 

Creeping as it before had done, 

265 But through tho crevice whore it came 
That bird was perched, as fond and tame, 

And tamor than upon the tree ; 

A lovely bird with azure® wings, 

And song that said a thousand things, 

270 And seemed to say them all for me I 
I novor saw its Hko before, 

I ne'er shall see its likeness more : 

It soomocl, liko me, to want® a mate. 

But was not half so desolate, 

276 And it was come to love mo, when 

1 Mate, compaiuon. 1 lazwmly Lluo.] 

2, Azure, sky-blue, [Arab. I 3. To want, to be without. 
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None lived to lovo mo bo again, 

And, cliooring from my diingooii^B brink. 

Had brought mo back to fool and think. 

280 I know not, if it hito ^Yo^o free. 

Or broke its cago to porch on mhio, 

But knowing well captivity, 

Sweet bird I I could nob wish for thiiio! 

Or if it wero, in wingc^d guiso, 

285 A visitant from Paradise ; 

Fov — Heaven forgivo that thought I the while 
'Which made mo botli to woop and Binilo — • 

I Qoraetimos doomed that it might bo 
My brothor^s soul como clown to mo ; 

290 But then at last away it flew, 

And thou ^twas mortal — well I know, 

For ho Avoiild never thus ])av(3 flown, 

And left mo twice so doubly lone, — 

Lone — as the corso within its shroud, 

205 Lone — as a solitary cloud, 

' A single cloud on a sunny day, 

Whilo all the rest of heaven is clear, 

•A frown upon the atmosplicro, 

That hath no business to ajjpoar 
300 When sides aro blue, and earth is gny. 

xr. 

A kind of change eamo in my fato, 

My keepers grow compassionate, 

I know not what had made tliom so, 

They were iuurod' to sights of woo, 

005 But so it was: — -my broken chain 
With links unfastened did remain. 

And it was liberty to stride 
Along my cell from side to side, 

And up ancT down, and thou atllwart^ 
olO And tread it over every part; 

n Inured, aoousjtoinod ; habi- { 2, Athwart, noimH^Svim bldo 

timtoa. I to Bklo. 

or? 
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And round tlie pillars one by one, 
lleturniiig -whcn'O my walk begun, 

Avoiding only, as I trod, 

My brothers^ graves without a sod ; 

315 For if I thought with heedless tread 
My step pi'ofaued their lowly bed, 

My breath oarao gaspingly and thick, 

And my crushed heart I'all blind and sick. 

XII. 

I made a footing in the wall ; 

820 It was not therefrom to escape ; 

For I had buried one and all, 

Who loved mo in a human shape i 
And the whole earth would henceforth bo 
A wider prison unto me : 

325 No child — no sire — no kin had I, 

No partner in my misery ; 

I thought of this, and I was glad, 

For thought of them had made' me mad : 

But I was curious to ascend 
380 To my baiTed windows, and to bend 
Once move, upon the mountains high, 

The quiet of a loving eye, 

XIII, 

I saw them— and they were the same, 

They were not changed like me in frame ; 

335 I saw their thousand years of snow 
On high — their wide long lake below, 

And the blue Rhone in fullest flow j 
I hoard the torrents leap and gush 
O^er channelled rook and broken bush j 
840 I saw the white- walled distant town®, 

And whiter sails go skimming down ; 

And then there was a little isle,^ 

ontmneo of tlio lUiono and VillG’» 
neuYo, not far from Oliillon, is a 
very small island mtli a few trees 
upon it. 


1, Had made, would havomade, 

2, Town — Protably Villenouve. 

3, A little isle. — Between tho 
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Wliicli in niy very face did smile, 

The only one iu view j 
845 A small green islo, it seomod no more. 

Scarce broader than my dungeon floor, 

But in ifc there were three tall trees, 

And o*er it blow the niomitain breeze. 

And by it there wore waters flowing, 

350 And on it there were young flowers growing, 

Of gentle breath and hue, 

The fish swain by the castle wall, 

And they seemed joyous each and all ; 

The eagle rode tho rising blast, 

856 Metbought he never flew so fast 
As thou to mo ho seemed to fly ; 

And then now tears came in my oyo, 

And I felt troubled — and would faiu^ 

I had not left rny roceut chain ; 

860 And, wliou I did descend again, 

The darkness of my dim abodo 
Fell on mo as a heavy load 5 
It was as is a new^dug grave, 

Closing o’er one we sought to save,— 

866 And yet my glance, too 'much opprest, 

Had almost need of such a rest, 

XIV, 

It might bo months, or years, or days, 

I kopt no count— I took no note, 

I bad no hope my eyes to raise 
370 And clear thorn of their dreary mo to® j 
At last men came to set me free, 

I asked not why, and recked® not whore j 
It was at length the same to mo, 

Fotterod or fotterloss to be, 

375 I learned to love despair. 

And thus when they appeared at last; 

1. Would fain, wished j apofc, [Dutch wol, dust.] 

2. Mote, a small partiolo ; ti ' Recked, cared, 

nr\ 
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And all niy bonds aside ^vere cnf^t. 

These heavy walls to mo had grown 
A hermitage— and all my own ! 

380 And half I felt as^ they were come 
To tear me from a second home ; 

With spiders I had friendship made, 

And watohod them in tlioir sullon trade ; 

Had seen the mice by moonlight play, 

385 And why should I feel less than they ? 

Wo wore all inmates of ono placo^ 

And the monarch of each race, 

Had power to kill — yet^ strange to tell ! 

In quiet wo had learned to dwell — 

890 My very chains and I grow friendsj 
So much a long communion^ tends 
To make us what we are; — even X 
Regained my freedom® with a sigh* 

Lord Bijmi (1788-182‘J)* 

8*-THE HERMIT, 

Par' in | a wild^ [ unknown | to pub|lic vfow, 

Prom youth to age a reverend hermit grow ; 

The moss his bed, the cave his humble cell, 

His food the fruits, his drink the crystal well ; 

5 Remote from man, with God he passed his days,^‘ 
Prayer all his business, all his pleasure praise, 

A life 80 sacred, such soreno repose, 

Seemed Xleavou itself, till one suggestion rose ; 
That Vice should triumph. Virtue Vice obey, 

10 This sprung some doubt of Providenco^s sway ; 

His hopes no more a certain prospect boast, 

And all the tenor of his soul is lost. 


1, As, as if, 

2, Communion, intorcouvse* 

3, BoEinivai'd, ou leaving lixs 
captivity, bad tbe pleasure of find- 
ing Qreueva free. Tho Bopnblie 
hastoued to testify its gratitude to 


him, and torccompenso biin for the 
oyils 'whioh bo bad suffered. ^ ^ 

He died about 1670, 

^ Oomparo : — 

“Bemote from tows bo ran bi^ 
godly race. ’ * — 


so 
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So ^vlien a sniootli expanse rocoives imprest 
Calm Nature^s image ou its watery bronsfcj 
15 Dosva bend the banka, the trees depending gro^v, 
And skies beneath with answering colours glow; 
Blit if a stone the gentle sea divide,^ 

Swift ruffling circles curl ou every side, 

And glimmering fragments of a broken sun, 

20 Banks, trees, and skies, in thick disorder run, 

To clear this doubt, to know the world by siglit, 
To fiud if books or swains' report it right, 

(For yet by swains alone tho world ho know, 

Whose feet came wandering o^or the nightly dew,) 
25 He quits his cell; the pilgnin^s staff ho boro, 

And fixed the scallop^ in his hat before ; 

Then with tho sun a rising journey wont. 

Sedate'' to think, and watching each event. 

Tho morn was wasted in tho ))athlcRS grass, 

80 And long and lonesome was tho wild to puss ; 

But when the sontliorn sun had warmed tho day, 

A youth came posting o'er a crossing way ; 
tiis raiment* docont, his complexion fair, 

And soft in graceful ringlets waved his hair : 

35 Then, near approaching, Father, hail lio cried ; 
And Hail, my son tho reverend sire replied: 
Words followed words, from {|uo3tion answer llowod, 
And talk of various kind doceived® tho road; 

Till each with other pleased, and loath” to part, 

40 While in their age they differ, join in heart: 

Thus stands an aged olm, in ivy bound, 

Thus youthful ivy clasps an <fim arouiut. 

Now sunk tlio sun ; tho closing hour of day 
Came onward, mantled o^er with sober grey; 


1, Swains, noasants; ni.stios. 
fPuotical,] 

2. Scallop, aKholl, tho hatlgo of 
u pilgrim, 

4 . Sedate, oalm ; traTKjuil ; tin- 
ruffled hy putffjion, 

13^ 


4. Raiment, oh^tliing in 
al ; giirmoiits, [Coiitniotod fivmi 
at'nn/mmiy now oljHnlotn.l 
0 , Deceived, hoguih'd, 

0. Lroath, nnwilling ; voliio- 
tant, [Wntton nl«o hih,} 


3 



lOil 


GEMS OF ENGLISH l^OETRV. 


LPAUT 11, 


4o Nature in silence bid ili© world repose; 

When near the road a statel^^ palace rose ; 

There by the moon through ranks of trees they pass, 
Whose verdure crowned their sloping sides of grass. 
It chanced the noble master of the dome 
50 Still made his house the wandering slrangor^s home; 
Yet still the kindness, from a thirst of praise, 

Vroved the vaiu flourish^ of expensivo ease. 

The pair arrive ; the liveried® servants wait ; 

Their lord receives them at the pompons gate .* 

55 ^J'he table groans with costly piles of food, 

And all is moro than hospitably good, 

Then, led to rest, the day^s long toil they drown, 
Deep sunk in sloop, and silk, and lieaps of down, 

At length ^^tis morn, and at the dawn of clay, 

60 Along the wide canals the zephyrs^ j 

Fresh o^er the gay parterres^ tho breezes creep, 

And shake the neighbouring wood to banish sloop, 
Up rise the guests, obedient to the call ; 

An early banquet decked the splendid hall ; 

Go Rich luscious® wine a goldoii goblet graced, 

Which the kind master forced the guests to taste. 
Then, pleased and thankful, from the porch® they go ; 
And, but the landlord, none had cause of woo; 

His cup was vanished ; for in secret guise ^ 

70 The younger guest purloined^ tho glittering prizo. 

As one, who spies a serpent in his way, 

Glistening and basking in tho summer ray, 
Disordei’ed stops to shun the danger near, 

Then walks with faintness on, and looks with fear : 

1. Flourish, show; splomlour, 

2, Liveried, richly drcsHCtl, 

3. Zephyrs, soft and gontlo 
hroe/os, [Lai, ZephyriiSf tho >YOBfc 
wind,] 

4, Parterres, flowor-hods. (Jh\ 
pffyj on, and (cn'Cf ground.] 

S2 


6 . Luscious, vcryswcot; deli- 
cious, 

C. Porch, a portico ; a vesti- 
bule, [Lat. jyor/f/, n gate.] 

7, Guise, iniimior, 

a. Purloined, stole, [Lat. 
forth, and hiif/usj long,] 
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75 So seemed the sii’e, when far upon the road, 

The shining spoil liis wily* parLuer showed. 

He stopped with silence, walked with trembling heart, 
And much he wished, but durst not nslc, to part : 
Murmuring he lifts his eyes, and thinks it hard 
80 That generous actions inoet a base reward. 

While thus they pass, the sun his glory shrouds’, 
The changing skies hang out their sable® clouds j 
A sound in air presagocl* approacliing rain, 

And beasts to covert' scud" across tho plain. 

86 Warned by the signs, the wandering pair retreat. 

To seek for sholtor at a neighbouring seat. 

'Twas built with turrets on a rising ground, 

And strong, and largo, and unimproved around ; 

Its owner’s temper, tiinoroins and severe, 

90 Unkind and griping, caused a desert there. 

As near tho miser's heavy doors they drew, 

Fierce rising^ gusts with suddoii fury blowj 
Tho nimble lightning mixed with showers began, 
And o’er their heads loud rolling thunder ran'. 

95 Here long they knock, but knock or call in vain, 

' Driven by the wind, and battered’ by tho rain. ' 

At length some pity warmed tho mostor's breast j 
(’Twas then his threshold iirsl rocoived a guest j) 
Slow creaking turns tho door witli jealous caro, 

100 And half ho welcomes in tho shivering pair : 

One frugal faggot lights the naked walls, 

And nature’s fervour® through thoir limbs recalls 
Bread of the coarsest sort, with oager" wino, 

(Bach hardly granted,) served them both to dino! 


1 Wily, using tvilcs; ounning; 
sly* 

2. Shrouds, covers; ooiiBoals. 

3. Sable, dark; blaolc, 

4* Piesaged, hotokouod; fore- 

fallowed ; forobodod^ TLafe, and 
I pcrcoivo qiiiolclyj 

fi. Covert, shelter . 

;i3 


6. Scud, run with huhle ; duo. 

7. Battered, bcutoiu [¥v. haUn\ 
to beat,] 

«. Fcivoiir, wannlh. fLut, 
fervor^ lit'iib] 

9. Eager, sour, [Lwl, accy. 
Hhai’i), HourJ 
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105 And when the tmiipesfc first appeared to cease^ 

A ready warning bid them in peace. 

With still remark the pondering hermit viewed; 

In one so rich; a lifo so poor and rude ; 

And why should such^^ (within himself he cried) 
110 ^^Look the lost wealth a thousand want beside? 

Bub what new marks of wonder soon take place, 

In every settling feature of his face, 

When from hia vesb^ the young conipniiiou bovo 
That cup, the generous landlord owned before, 

IIS And paid profusely with the precious bowl 
The stinted kiiicluess of his churlish soul ! 

But now tho clouds in airy tumult fly. 

The sun emerging opes® an azure sky ; 

A fresher green the smelling leaves display, 

120 And, glittering ns they tremble, cheer the day ; 

The weather courts them from tho poor retreat, 

And tho glad master bolts tho wary® gate. 

While hence they walk, the pilgrim bosom wrought 
With all the travail* of uncortain thought; 

126 His partner's acts without thoir cause appear, 

*Tvvas there a vice, and seemed a madness here : 
Detesting that, and pitying this, ho goes, 

Lost and confoundocl with tho various shows* 

Now niglit^s dim shades again involve the sky, 1 
180 Again the wanderers want a place to lie ; > 

Again they search, and find a lodging nigh, j 

The soil improved around, the mansion neat, 

And neither pooi^ly low, nor idly groat t 
It seeniod to speak its master^s turn of mind, 

135 Content, and nob for praiso but virtue kind. 

Hither the walkers turn with weary feet. 

Then bless the mansion, and the master greet. 

1. Vest, vestment ; drees, example of hmiallagc^ see pngo 231, 

[Speoifioally, a waistcoat,] note ^ 

2. Opes, opens, [Poetical.] 4. Travail, tvoublo ; tonnont. 

3. Wary, cautiowB. [This is an [Ih’. labour, Aldn to 

. 34 
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Tlieir greeting fair, bestowed witli inodesb guise, 
The courteous master hears, and thus replies : — ■ 

140 Without a vain, without a grudging heart, 

To Him who gives us all, I yield a part ; 

Prom Him you como, from Him accept it here, 

A frauh and sober, more than costly oheei\^^ 

He spoke, and bid the welcoino table spread, 

145 Then talked of virtue till the time of bod ; 

When the grave liousebold round hia liall repair, 
Warned by a bell, and close the hours with prayer. 

At length the world, renewed by calm repose, 

Was strong for toil; the dappled^ morn arose ; 

150 Before the pilgrims part, the younger crept 
Near the closed cradle where an infant slept, 

And writhed^ hia nock : the 1 audio imTs littlo pride, 

0 strange returii'M grow black, and gasped, and died. 
Horror of horrors | what I liis only sou ! 

155 How looked our hermit when tlio fact* wns clone ? 
Not hell, though holTs black jaws in siiiidGr® part, 
And breathe blue hro, could moro assault hia heart. 

Confused and struck with siloiicu at the deed, 

He flies; but, trembling, fails to lly witli spoocl. 

160 His steps the youth pursues ; the country lay 
Perplexed with roads ; a servant slewed tlio way ; 

A river crossed the path; the pussago o\’r 
Was nice^ to find; tlio servant trod ])oforo ; 

Long arms of oak an open bridge BUppli<3d, 

165 And deep the waves boneatli tlio bonding glide. 

The youth, wlio seomod to watch a time to sin. 
Approached the careless guide, and thrust liim in ; 
Plunging he falls, and rising lifts his head ; 

Then plashing turns, and sinks among tho dead, 

170 Wild sparkling rage iullainos the falhor^H cyt^s, 
Ho bursts tho bands of fear, and madly crios : — 


1, Dappled, imirkod with hx^oLk 
Y rtriogatmi, 

2, Writhed, twistotl ; wriwa:* 

3, Return, rocomjiouho. 


4. Fact, t\vvd, 

/5, In sunder, in two, 

0. Nice, dimouU. (0, Kr. 
Lilt, iu\ not, iiikIm'o/, J Kninv, J 
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DotoBted wrotoli !’’■ — But soarco his speech bogau, 
When tho Blrango partner soeoied no longer man : * 
Ills youthful faoo grew more sorouoly sweet; 

1 75 His robo turned whito, and flowed upon his foot ; 
Fair rounds of radiai\t points invest his hair • 
Oelofttinl odours Ijroatho through purpled air j 
And winga^ whoso colours glittered on the day, 
Wido at lus back thorn gradual plumes display ; 

180 Tho form othoroaB bursts upon liia sight, 

And moves in all the majesty of light. 

Tliough loud at first tho pilgrun^s passion grew, 
Sudden ho ga?;od, and wist® not what to do; 

Surprise in soorot chains his words suspends, 

185 And in a calm his settling tompor ends. 

But silonco hero tho beauteous angel broke; 

I'lio voice of music ravished® as ho spoko ; — 

^'Thy prayer, thy praise, thy Hfo to vice unknown, 
In sweet memorial rise boforo tho throne ; 

190 These ohavnis, success in our bright region find, 

And force an ringol down to calm thy mind ; 

For this, oommisBiouod, X forsook tho sky, 

Nay, conso to Icnnol — thy fellow-servant I, 

Then know the truth of govornmont Divine, 

105 And lot those scruples bo no longer thine. 

The Maker justly claims that world he made, 

In tills tho right of Providence is laid ; 

Its sacrod majesty through all depends 
On using second moans to work his ends: 

200 *Tis thus, withdrawn in state from human oye, 

Tho Power oxorts llis attributes on higli, 

Your acstious usoh, nor controls your will. 

And bids tho doubting sons of mon bo still, 

Wliat strange events can strike with more surprise, 
206 Than those whichlntoly struck thy wondering qyes ? 

1. Ethereal, fonnra ol' e/her ; ;j. Ravished, onrftptuvccl ; tran- 

hmvoiily. wported with joy, [Jjat. rajjiOy I 

2. Wiai, know, ftuatoh.J 

30 
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Xeb, taught by these, confess the Almighty just, 
And where you can’t nnricldlo^, learn bo trust ! 

Tho great vain man, who fared on costly food. 
Whoso life was too luxurious to be good ; 

210 Who made his ivory stands with goblobs shine, 

And forced his guests to morning draughts ofwino, 
Has, with the cup, this graceless^ custom lost, 

And still he welcomes, but with loss of cost, 

The moan suspicious wretch wlioso bolted door 
’ 215 Ne’or moved in pity to tho wandering j^oor, 

With him I loft the cup, to toach his mind 
That Heaven can bloss, if mortals will bo hind. 
Cons cions of wanting' worth, ho views tho bowl, 
And fools compassion touch his grateful soul. 

220 Thus artists molt the sullen oro of lead. 

With heaping coals of hro upon its lioad : 

In tho kind warmth tho motal loams to glow, 

And loose from dross” tlio silver runs below* 
^^Long had our pious friend in virtue broil, 

225 Bub now tho child half woanod’ his heart fi'oni God j 
Child of his ago, for him he lived in )}ain, 

And mcasuroci back his stops to Bnrtli again. 

To what oxcessos had his dotage” run 1 
But God, to save tho fathor, took tlio sou. 

230 To all but thoo, in fits” ho sooinod to go, 

And ’twas my ministry’ to deal tho blow. 

Tho poor fond parent, humbled in tho dust, 

Now owns in tears tho punishment was Just. 

^^Bub how had all his forbnno felt a wrack”, 

235 Had that false servant sped in safety back I 

This night his troasurod heaps ho moant to stofil ; 
IMiou what a fund of charity would fail ! 


1. Unriddle, rojiil tho rifidir of ; 
oxplaiii ; intorprot , unmvi‘1, 

2. Graceless, wanting in pm- 
prioty. 

Jl. Dross, rofiiso; iminivitin.H. 

■1. Weaned, tluiiicluMl ; alioiiatod, 
o. Dotage, wnik niitl foolish 


uHVction ; imhemUiv of iniiitl in rjUl 
[ I'Vtun I 

0, In His, in (lonvuhilon^^. 

7. Ministry, eiUli'a ; duty, j r^iiL 
H H(‘vvant, | 

H. Wrack, wr<*iilc ; ruin; Um- 
Hlnirtloii* 
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Thus Heaven instructs thy mind: this trial o^erj 
Depart in poacc^ resign, and sin. no more.'^^ 

240 On soiiuding pinions^ hero the youth ^vithdrew j 
The sage stood, wondoring as the seraph® flow : 

Thus looked Elisha®, when, to mount on high 
His master* took the chariot of the sky : 

The fiery pomp ascending left the view j 
S45 The prophet gaijed, and wished to follow too. 

The bonding hermit hero a prayer begun : 

Lord) an in Heaven, on Larth Thy will bo clone ! 
Then gladly turning, sought his ancient place, 

And passed a life of piety and peace, 

Thomas rat*i)eU (1079-1717). 

4.— THE ILIAD OF HOMER. 

POOK I. 

THE QOmENT10]!i OF ACUTLLES A NO AGAMEMNON. 

THE argument! 

In llio Avar of Troy, tho Gtreolw, hnvinff .sacked Homo of tlio iioijj^liLoiiriug* 
lowiiH, and taken from tlienee two beautiful enptivoH, OhryHem and 
Brisejs, allotted tho iivnt to Aganieiuuoii, and tlie last to Aubill<‘H. 
Ohryses, tho father of Chryacia, and indent of Apollo, coinc.s to llie 
Grcoinii camp to ransom Ivor; with which tho action of tho poem 
opens, in tho tenth year of tho siege, Tho pricsi, being rofnHod and 
iufiolontly (liamissod by Agamemnon, ontveata for yongeaiico from his 
god, Avho inhiots a pestilonco on tho Greeks. Ac'hillos calls a coiuicil 
and encourages Chtfleas to declare tho canne of it ; who attributes it to 
tho refusal of Chryso'Is. The king, hoing obliged to send back his cap- 
tive, enters into a furious contcKt with AcliillcH, AvhieU Nestor paoiiie.-^ ; 
hoAVGA’^or, as ho had tho absolute command of tho army, ho^ soizo.s on 
Briscjs in roA’-engo, Achilles, in discontent, AvithdriiAva liimsolf and 
his forces fiom tho rest of tho Greeks 

AcHiL'IrjEs’ -wrath, | to Grodee 1 fclio clire|fnl spring 
Of woes unimniberotl, heavenly gocltloss, sing I 

1. Pinions, Avings. j a ehaiiot of lire, and horses of hre, 

n featlier,] and parted them both asundm’ , 

2. Seraph, an angel of tho and Elijah Aycnt im hy a Avhirl- 

liighest order, [Ilob. to wind into hoavon, * * And Elislia 

bum, to bo oininent or noblo.] saAvhim no more : and he took hold 

3. Eli's ha, HuCcossorof tho Ho- of his'OAvn olotlvos, and rent them 
brew prophet Elijah , who called him into pieces. ’ ’ 2 Jiiuf/fi, II. 11-12. 
from tho idough, There appeared i -1. His master, Lc,. Elijah. 
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That wrath which hurled to Pluto^s^ glooniy roigu 
The souls of mighty chiefs untimely nlaiii, 

5 Whoso limbs, unburied on llio naked shoro^ 
Devouring dogs and hungry vultures tore : 

Since great Achilles'* and Atndo.s^ strove^ [Jove ! 
Such was the sovereign dooni^ and such the will of 
Declare, 0 Miiso I in what ill-fated hour 

10 Sprung tho fierce strife, from what ofTondod power V 
Latona^s* son a diro contagion spread, 

And heaped the camp with mountains of the dead; 
The king of men his roverend priest dclied, 

And, for the king’s ofienco, tho pooplo died. 

15 For Chryses sought, with costly gifts, to gain 
His capiivo daughter from tho victor^s chain. 
Sui^pliant the voncrublo father stands j 
Apollo^s° a^vful ensigns graco his luuida. 

By these he begs ; and, lowly bonding down, 

20 Extends tho scoptro and tho laurel crown. 

He sued to all, bni chief implored for grace 
The brother-kings" of Atreus’ royal nice. 

‘^Yekingsand warriors I may your vowsbecrowned, 
And Troy’s^ proud walls lio level with tliugrouncl\ 

25 May Jovo restore you, when your toils aro o^or, 

Safe to tho pleasures of your native shove j 

1. Pluto, tho god of tho hifor- jnul Diana, 

iml regions, f). Apollo, mm (tf J\mitor and 

2. Achilles, tho great hero of Liitona, Ho av«h 11 lo gnd <►£ Iho 

the limlf ^Yaa tho son of PoIouh, biui and his twhi-Bister liiaua ^va^ 
Icing of tho Myrinidoxu's in tho goddona of the naion, 
riie'.aaly. His mother was tho 0, Droiher-hings, Agamiaimon 
nereid or Hoa-nyintdi Thetis, and Mcunlims, 

3. Atride9,Agaiiioimioii, grand- 7. Troy, a oity of Asia Miiun-, 

hou of ^rens, king of Kyeuiue, It -was capiui'i’d hy ilio (•irecks 
Wiimi Helen, tlio wife of his ahoul IIHI B.O. after a 10 years’ 
hrothor^ AIouoIaiiH, was oarriod off ulogo. [Culled also Him uilta* its 
hy J uris, soil of Priam, king of fouiuloi* UuSf tho mm of TroHj from 
iroy, tho wcolc chiefs rcsolvod whom tho tanniiry dmv<*tl lhf» 
to recover her hy foroo of arms, naino 7Vw« imd tho oily 7V«/k» 
and Agninomnon was chosen their Priam was a graiidson of Jltis,! ' 
cominundor-m-chiof. H, Die level with the ground, 

4. Datona, mother of Aj)ollo bo ra^od to tho grjjuuil, 

89 
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Bat oil ! relieve a wrofcchoci parentis paia, 

And give Ohryseis bo fclioso arms agaia» 

If mercy fail^ yet let niy presence move ; 

30 And dread avenging Phoobus^ son of Jove/^ 

The Greeks, in slionts, fcheir joint assent declare, 
Tlio priest to rovoronco, and release the fair* 

Not so Afcrides: be, with kingly pride, 

Repulsed the sacred sire, and thus replied 
35 Henco, on thy life, and fly these hostile plains; 
Nor ask, prosnmptnous, what the king detains. 
Ilonco, with thy laurel crown and golclon rod ; 

Nor trust too far those ensigns of thy god*^^ 

^ Hi 5}? 


The trembling priest along the sliore returned, 

40 And, in the anguish of a father, mourned. 
Disconsolato, nob daring to coin plain, 

Silonb he waudorod by the sounding main; 

Oh 11, safe at distance, to liis god he prays, 

The god who darts around the world his rays, 

45 0 Smintheus^ I sprung from fair Latona^s lino, 

Thou guardian power of Cilia’’ the divine, 

Thou source of light I whom Tenedos* adores, 

And whose bright presence gilds thy Olirysa^s'^ 
shores: 

If o^er with wreaths I hung thy sacred fane®; 

60 Or fed tho flames with fat of ox on slain ; 

God of the silver bow! thy shafts omploj^ 

Avenge thy servant, and tho Greeks destroy* 


1, Phosbus, an cpifchot of Apollo. 

[Gr. photbost bi%lit.] 

2. Smintheus, a surnamo of 
Apollo. [Eitliov from. sminilwHy a 
mou80, booauflQ lio clolivorocl Phry- 
gm fi'om a plagno of mico, or from 
miinthej a town in Tj’oas.] 


3, Cilia, a town of Trons. 

•1, Tenedofl, an island in tho 
iEgean Sea, off tho coast of TVoas. 

d, Chrysa or Chryse, a oity 
near Thobos, with a tcmplo of 
Apollo Smiutlions. 

C. Fane, temple. [Lat. 

40 
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Thus Ohvysos prayed : tlio favouring power nltonds, 
And from Olympus'^ lofty top dosconds. . 

55 Bent was his bow, tlio G-rocian hearts to wound ; 
Pierce ns he moved, his silver shafts resound. 
Breathing revenge, a sudden. night ho spread ; 

And gloomy darkness rolled around his bond. 

The fleet in view, ho twanged his deadly bow ; 
no And hissing fly the feathered fates below. 

On mules and dogs the infeotiou first began j 
And, last, the vengeful arrows fixed in man. _ 

Por nine long nights, through all the dusky uir 
The pyres thick -flaming shot a dismal glare ; 

66 But, ere the tenth revolving day was run, 

Inspired by Juno% Thetis’" godlike son_ 

Convened to council all tho Grecian train] ^ 

E’er much the goddess mourned lior heroes slam. 

Tho assembly seated, rising o’er tho rest, 

70 Achilles thus tho king of men addressed ; — 

" Why leave wo not the fatal Trojan shore ; 

And men sure back the seas wo crossed before ? 

Tho plague destroying whom tho sword would spare, 
’Tis time to save the few remains of war. 

75 But let some prophet or some snored sago 

Pxploro the cause of groat Apollo’s rngo ; 


1. Olympus, tlio iiamo of 
sovoval moiinfcain rnugeH, tlio most 
«Glol)mtccl of wliioli is ouo on tho 
})Oun(Uiry of [Rriiooclonia in Thes- 
saly, of great height, and ooiiso- 
quGiitly vogai’dod as tho seat of llio 
gods, 

2. Juno, danglitor of Saturn, 
^listov and wife of J upitov, and tho 
guardian doity of womon. 

3. Thdtis, a soa -nymph, wifo 
of Polctts and inothor of Aohillos, 
It is said that all tlio gods and 
goddesses ^voro invitod to hor mul- 
ding except Kris, the goddess of 


Diw’ortl. l^lnragod at hor oxolusioii, 
Kris tin w a goldon apple among 
tho guoHts, with the insorlptlon 
' ‘ To the h’airofit. * * The was 
claimed by thron goddoHsos, Juno, 
Minerva, and VeuiiB. The Trojan 
Taris was asked to iiiidcrl'alco t-he 
deeision f»f the dispnlo.^ Jimo 
promised him tho seven' iguty o| 
Asia ; Minerva, renown iii war ; and 
Venus, the mf>st Ijeaulifnl woman 
for his wife, JTo gave the apple 
to Vonus and ohlaiued 1 Colon as 
his reward. This led to the Trojan 
war, in which Juno and Minerva 
favoured the (treokH ami Venus 
Hided witli the TVojatiH, 
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Or learn the wasteful vengeanco to remove, 

By mystic dreams; for dreams descend from Jove. 

If broken vows this heavy curse have laid, 

80 Let altars smoke, and hecatombs^ bo paid ; 

So Heaven, atoned, shall dying Greece restore; 

And Phoebus dart his burning shafts no more/^ 

He said, and sat ; when Ohaloas^ thus replied, — 
(Ohalcas ^he wise, the Grecian priest and guide, 

85 That sacred seer whoso comprehonsive view 
The past, tlio present, and the future, Icnow j) 
Uprising slow, the venerable sage 
Thus spoke the prudenoo and tho fears of age : — ► 
^'Beloved of Jove, Achilles ! wouldst thon know 
90 Why angry Pheobus bends his fatal bow ? 

First give thy faith, and plight a prince s word 
Of sure protection, by thy powor ami sword : 

For I must speak what wisdom would conceal ; 

And brnths, invidious to the groat, reveal, 

9o Bold is tho task, when subjects, grown too wise, 
Instruct a monarch where his error lies ; 

For, though we deem the sliort-livod fury past, 

^Tis sure, the mighty will revenge at last/^ 

To whom Pelidos* : — ^^Prom thy inmost soul 
100 ypoak what thou kiiow^st, and speak without control. 
E^eu by that god I swear, who rules the day, 

To whom thy hands the vows of Greece convey, 

And whose blessed oracles thy lips deblaro ; 

Long as^ Achilles breathes this vital air, 

105 Ho daring Greek, o£ all tho numerous band, 

Against his priest shall lift an impious hand ; 

Hot e^en the chief by whom our hosts aro led. 

The king of kings, shall touch that sacred liead.^^ 
Bncoui’aged thus, the blameless man I'eplies : — 
110 ^^Hor vows unpaid, nor slighted, saorifioo, 


1, Hecatomb, a aaoviftco of a 
lumdrcd oton ; lienco, any lavg'o 
number of victims, [GJ-r, heJeaton^ 
a lumdrod ; and hom^ an ox.] 


*2. Chalcas, a Q-rook saotli -savor, 
3, PeUdea, AoliilloB. [So oallcd 
from Ills fatlior l‘clcus.‘] 

‘1. Long as, nslongiis. 
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But lie, oin> cliiof, provokocl llio raging peat, 

Apollo’s vengeance for his injui'otl pric.sl}. 

Nor will the god’s awahenotl fnvj' conso, 

But plagues shall spread, and funeral firoa increase, 
115 Till the great king, without a ransom paid, _ 

To her own Ohrysa send tlie blaok-oycd nnud. 
Perhaps, with added saorifico and prayer, 

The priest may pardon, and the god may spare.” 

The prophot spoke : when, with a gloomy frown, 

] 20 The monarch started from his shining throne ; ^ 

Blaolc choler’ filled his breast that boiled with ire, 
And from his eye-balls Hashed the liyiug fire i 
” Augur accurst! denouncing inisohiof still. 

Prophet of plagues, for ever boding ill ! 

1 26 Still m list that tongue some wounding mossago bring, 
And still thy priestly pride provoke thy king ? 

For this are Phoobns’ oniclcs explored, 

To tench the Greeks to murmur at their lord f 
For this with falsehoods is my honour stained, 

130 Is heaven offended, and a priest profanod j 
Because my prise, iny beaiiloons maid, I hold j 
And heavenly charms prefer to proltorod gold ? 

A maid, unmatched in mnnnora as in face, 

Skilled iu each art, and crowned with every grace. 

* * * 

135 Yet, if the gods demand her, lot her sail ; 

Our cares are only for the public weal: 

Let me be deemed the lialeful canso of all, 

And suffer, rather than my people full. 

The prize, the beautoons prize, I will resign ; 

140 So dearly valued, and so justly mine : 

But since for common good I yiehl tho fiiir. 

My private loss lot grateful Greece repair ® ; 

• Nor unrewarded lot your priuco complain 
That ho alone 1ms fought and bled in vain.” 

1. Choler, anger ; wi'iith, [Gtv, I 2, Repair, iiiiiko amonilH for; 
bile.] I roMtovo. [LnU »r, nnd^xo'o,] 
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145 Insatiato^ Icing I (Achilles thus replies) 

Foud of the power, bet fonder of tho pi’ize 1 [yield, 
Wouldst thou the Greeks their lawful prey should 
The due reward of many a well-fought field ? 

The spoils of cities razed and warriors slain, 

150 Wo share with justice, as with toil wo gain; 

Bub to resume whatever thy av^arice craves 
(That trick of tyrants) may be borne by slaves. 

. Yet if our ohiof for plunder only tight, 

Tho spoils of Ilion^ shall thy loss requite, 

155 Wlieiio’or, by Jovo^s decree, our conquering powers 
Shall humble to tho dust her lofty towers.^' 

Then thus the king Shall X my prize resign 
With tamo content, and thou possessed of thine ? 
Great as thou art, and like a god in fight, 

160 Think not to rob mo of a soldier^s right. 

At thy demand shall I restore the maid ? 

First lot the ju'^b equivalent be paid, 

Such as a king might ask ; and lot it be 
A treasure worthy^ her, and worthy me. 

165 Or^ grant me this, or* with a monarches claim, 

This hand shall seize some other captive dame. 

The mighty Ajax° shall hia prize resign ; 

Ulysses^^ spoils, or e^en thy own, be mine. 

The man, who suffers, loudly may complain; 

170 And rage he may, bub he shall rage in vain. • 

But this when time requires.' — It now remains 
We launch a bark to plough the watery plains, 

And waft tho sacrifice to Ohrysa^s shores, 

With chosen pilots and with labouring oars. 

1, Insatiate, insatiable; not' to Iliad as second only to AoLiUes in 
bo satisfied. [Lab. iw, not, and bravery, 

ouough.] 0, Ulysses or Ulyxes, called 

2, Ilion, Ilium or Troy. [Seo Odi/sfiei(n by tlio Grreelcs, was king; 

pago 199, noto 7,] of Ithaca. Ho was famous fnr 

3. Worthy .—Supply of.’* his craft and eloquence. His 

4. Or — or, either — or. adventures after tho destruction 

6. Ajax, son of Telamon, king of of Troy form tho subject of IIo- 

Salainis. Ho is represented in tho mer’s Odt/sse^, 
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176 Soon sball the fair the sablo ship asceiul, 

And some clepiitccl prince the charge attend ‘ 
This Greta's king', or Ajax, shall fulfil, 

Or wise Ulysses soo performed our will ; 

Or, if our royal pleasure shall ordain, 

180 Achilles' self conduct her ofor the main ; 

Let fierce Achilles, dreadful in his rage, 

The god propitiate, and the pest assuage/' 

At this, Polides, frowning siorn, rcpli(*il: — 

0 tyrant, armed with insolence and pride ! 

183 Inglorious shwo to interest, ever joined 
With fraud, unworthy of a i^oynl mind I 
What generous Greek, obedient to thy w'ord, 
Shall form an ambush, or shall lift the sword ? 
What cause have I to war at tliy -docroo? 

190 Tlio distant Trojans never injured mo j 

To Plithia's* realms no hostile tvoojis they led ; 
Safe ill her vales my warlike coursers*'’ fed ; 

Far henco removed, the lioarso-rosoimding mnia 
And walls of rocks securo my native roign, 

106 Whose fruitful soil luxuriant harvests grace, 
Rich iu her fruits, and in her martial race* 
Hither ^Y 0 sailed, a voluntary throng, 

To avenge a private, not a public, wrong j 
What else to Troy the assomblcd nations drtiws, 
200 But thine, ungrateful, and thy brotlior's cause V 
Is this the pay our blood and toils dosorvo ; 
Disgraced and injured by the man wo servo ? 
And dar'st thou threat to snatch luy prij«o away, 
Due to the deeds of many a dreadful day ? 

206 A prize as small, 0 tyrant ! matched with thine, 
As thy own actions if coinparod to mine. 

Thine in each conquest is the wealthy proy^ 
Though mine the sweat and danger of tho day* 


1 . Greta’s king, Idomonouw, 
0110 of tlio Grrooiau lioroos in tlio 
Trojau war. 


2 , Phthia, or I’htliiotiH, tho 
Idngdoni of Aohillcw iu nicHf^aly. 

3 , Coursers, «wiffc wiir-liorHoa, 
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So mo tin vial present to my ships I bear ; 

210 Or barren 25i*aises pay the wounds of war. 

But know> |:)roiid monarch ! Vm thy slave no niora^ 
My fleet shall waft mo to Thessalians shore : 

Loft by Aohillos on tho Trojan 

What spoils^ what conquests shall Atridos gain ? 

216 To this the king : — ^‘Fly> mighty warrior 1 fly j 
Thy aid we need nob^ and thy threats defy. 

There want not^ chiefs in such a cause to fight j 
And Jove himself shall guard a monarch’s right. 

Of iill the kings (tho gods’ distinguished care) 

220 To power suporior none such hatred boar: 

Strife and debate thy restless soul employ. 

And wars and horrors are thy savage joy. 

If thou hast strength, *twas Heaven that strength 
bestowed; 

For know, vain man I thy valour is from God. 

225 Has to, launch thy vessels, fly with speed away ; 

Rule thy own realms with arbitrary sway. 

I heed thee not, but prize at equal rate 
Thy short-lived friendship and thy groundless Hate. 
Go, threat thy oarth-born Myrmidons®; — but here 
230 ’Tis mine to threaten, prince, and thine to fear. 
Know, if the god the beauteous dame demand, 

My bark shall waft her to her native land ; 

But then prepare, imperious prince I prepare, 

Fierce as thou art, to yield thy captive fair : 

235 B^en in thy tent, Ihl seize the blooming prize, 

Thy loved Briseis® with the radiant eyos. 

Hence slialt thou prove my might, and curse the hour 
Thou atood^st a rival of imperial power; 

And hence, to all our host it shall be known, 

240 That kings are subject to the gods alone/* 


1. Want nott lack wofc, 

2. Myrmidons, tho name of 
tho people over whom Achilles 
ruled^ Myrmidon” now moans 
a rough or desperate soldier, or ii 


policemau ur other law juenial wlio 
oxecutos ordera with ruthless 
sovority.l 

3, Briseis, danghtor of Briseus, 
of Lyrnoftsus, a town in Troas, 
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Achillea heard : wifcli grief and rage opprosfc, 

His liearfc swelled higli> and laboured in liis broasfc; 
Distracting thoughts by turns his bosom ruled j 
Now fired by wrath, and now by reason cooled : 

245 That^ jirompts his hand to draw tho deadly sword^ 
Force througli the Greeks, and pierco their haughty 
lord 5 

This^ whispers soft his vougeauco to control, 

And calm the rising tempest of his soul 
Just as in augnish of suspense ho stayed^ 

250 While half unsheathod appeared tho glittoriug blade, 
Minerva^ swift descended from above, 

Sent by the sister aud tho wife of Jovo 
(For both tho Princes claimed her equal care). 

Behind she stood, and by tho golden hair 
255 Aeliilles seized: to him alone confost^* 

A sable cloud concealed her from the rost» 

He sees, and sudden to tho goddess cries 
(Known by the flames that sparkle from lior eyes) : — 
'^Desoouds Minerva, in her guardian care, 

260 A heavenly witness of the wrongs I bear 

From Atrens^ son? — -Then lot those eyes, that view 
The daring crime, behold tho vongeanco too/^ 

Forbear 1 (the progeny of Jovo roplios) 

To calm thy fury I forsake the skies ; 

265 Let great Aohillos, to tho gods resigned, 

To reason yield tho empire o'er his mind 
By awful Juno this command is given; 

The king and you are both tho care of Heavon. 

Tho force of keen reproaches let him fed j 
270 But aheatlie, obedient, thy revenging steel : 

For I pronounce (and trust a heavenly power) 

Thy injured honour has its fated hour, 

When tlio proud monaroh shall thy arms imploro. 

And bribe thy friondaliip with a boundlosB store, 


1 , That ^ ’ Btands for ‘ ‘ wrath. ’ ’ 

2, ‘ * Th i 8 * ’ Htanda for * * reason, * ' 
8, Minerva, tho Homan namo 


of Athona, tin* goddowH of wjHflom, 
‘1 Confessed, rovoaM. [rooU- 

Cttl.] 
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275 Then lei revenge no longer bear tliu sway •, 
Cointnand Uiy passions, and the gods obey/^ 

To hex* Pclidcs ; — With rogardhil ear 
^Tis just, 0 goddess! I thy dictates hetir, 

Hard as it is^ rny vengeance T suppress ; 

280 Those who revere the gods? tlio gods will bless,^^ 

He saidj observant of the bluc-eyod maid ; 

Then in tho sheath returned the shining blade. 

The goddess swift to high Olympus flies. 

And joins the sacred senate ol the skies. 

285 Nor yet tho rago Ins boiling breast foi'sook; 
Which thus rodonbling* on Atridos broke : — • 

0 monstor I mixed u( iusolenoo and fear. 

Thou dog in forehead, but in heart a door ! 

When wort thou known in ambushed fighls to dare, 
290 Or nobly faco tho horrid front of war V 

^Tia ours, the chance ol fighting fields to try ; 
Thine, to look on and bid tho valiant di(^ : 

Ro much His safer through the camp to go, 

And rob a subject, than despoil a foo. 

205 Scourge of thy people, violent and baso ! 

Sent in Jovo’s anger on a slavish race, 

Who, lost to sense of generous freedom past, 

Are tamed to wrongs,— or this liad been thy last. 
Now by this sacred sceptre hoar mo swear, 

300 Which never more shall loaves ox* blossoms boar, 
Which severed from tho trunk (as 1 from thee) 

On the bare moiiuiains loft its parent tree ^ 

This scoptre, formed by temjiored stc'ol to prove 
An ensign of tho delegates of Jovo^, 

305 Prom whom tho poxyer of laws and justice spidngs 
(Tremendous oath I inviolate to kings) : 

By this I swear, xvheix bleeding Greece again 
Shall call Aohilles, she shall call in vain ) 

When, flushed with slaiightoi*, Hector® comes to spree 
310 The purpled shore with mountains of the dead, 


1. De legates of Jove, I Priam and IIuouRa, and iho oh 

9 Hector, tho eldest sou oj ‘ hero of tho Trojnns. 
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Then shall} fchoii mourn tlio afFrout thy iiiacliiosa gavOj 
rorcecl to deplore, when iinpotont fco savo ; 

Thou rage, in bifcttsruess of soul, to know 
This act has made iho bravest Grcolc thy foe/* 

315 He spoke ; and fnriona, hurled against tho ground 
His sceptre starred with golden studs around : 

Then sternly silent sat. Witli like disdain, 

The raging king roturnod his frowns again. 

To calm their passion with tho words of age, 

320 Slow from his scat arose tho Pyliaii sago\ 
Experienced Nestor, in persnasiou skilled; 

Words sweet as honoy from his Ups distilled. 

Two g’onerations now had passed away, 

Wise by his rulos, and happy by his sway ; 

325 Two ages o’er his native realm ho roignod, 

And now the example of tho third remained, 

All viewed with awe tho venerable man, 

Who thus, with mild bonovolonco, began : — 

What shame, whot woo, is this to Groooo 1 wluit joy 
330 To Troyes proud monarch and tho friends of Troy ! * 
That adverse gods commit to stern dobato 
The best, tho bravest, of tho Grecian state. 

Young' as yo are, this youthful boat restrain; 

Nor think your Ne stores yeai’s and wisdom vain. 

835 A god-liko raco of heroes once I know, 

Such as no moro these agM eyes shall view ! 

Lives there a chief to match Pirithous’® fame, 

Dryas® the bold, or Ooneus* deathless namo; 

Theseus'*, endued with more than mortal might, 

840 Or Polyphemus®, like the gods in fighl ? 


1. The Pylian sage, N^cstor, 
kmg of Pylos, a to’^vn on tlxo wosti 
coast of PoloponiiG'^iiR, 

2. ^ Pirithoiis, king’ of tlio 
Ijapithfo ill Tllo^^saIy‘, — a oolobraleil 
Grreek hero. 

3. Dryas—Ceneus, heroes of 

antiquity. 


4, Theseus, a logoi uluiy king 
of Athoiia, who JlguroH iu ulmoat 
all tho groat lioroio oxpodibioiiH of 
tlio iiuoloiit Greeks. 

Cu Polyphemus, king of tho 
Oyflloiw ill Sioily,— n gigaiitiomon^ 
Htov, haring only ono oyo iu tho 
oontro of his fomhead. 
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With these, of old, to toils of buttle bred, 

lu oarly youth my Imi'dy days I led j 

Tired with the thirst which virtuous envy breeds. 

An d smit with love of honourable deeds. 

345 Strongest of men, they pierced the mountain boar. 
Banged the wild deserts rod with monsters' gore. 
And from their hills the shaggy Centaurs'' tore. 

Yet these with soft persuasive arts I swayed j 
■When Nestor spoko, they listened and obeyed. 

350 If, in my youth, o’eii these esteemed me wise. 

Do yon, young waiTiors, hour my ago advise. 

Atridos, seize not on tho beauteous slave j 
That prize the Greeks by commou suffrage’ gave. 
Nor thou, Achilles, treat our princo with pride j 
856 Let kings bo just, and sovereign power preside. 

Thee, tho first honours of the war adorn. 

Like gods in strength, and of a goddess born ; 

Him, awful majesty exalts above 

The powers of earth, and sceptred sous of Jove. 

3G0 Let both unite, with well-consenting mind. 

So shall authority with strength bo joined. 

Leave me, 0 king, to calm Achillea’ rage ; 

Rule thou thyself, as more advanced in age. 

Torbid it, gods ! A.chiUes should bo lost, 

365 The prido of Greece, and bulwark of our host.” 

This said, ho ceased. Tho king of men replies : — 
“ Thy years are awful, and thy words are wise j 
But that imperious, that uucouquerod soul. 

No law.s can limit, no respect control. 

370 Before his pride, must his superiors fall ; 

His word tho law, and he tho lord of all ? 

Him must onr hosts, our chiefs, ourself, obey ? 

What king can bear a rival in his sway ? 

. Grant that the. gods his matchless force have given ; 
375 Has foal reproach a privilege from Hoavep f ” 

1. Centaurs, an anoioufc mco I hovaes and half men. 
inhabiting Mount Polion in Thes* ' 2. Suffrage, vote»' [Iiiit. - 
Baly» Tliey are represonteclaa half ayoto,] 
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Here on the mouar oil's spec oh Achillos broke, 

And furious, fchuSj and interrupUiig, spoke : — 
Tyrant I I well deserved thy galling’ chain, 

To live thy slave, and still to aovvo In vain, 

3S0 Should I submit to each unjust dooroe. — 

Oommand thy vassals, bub command not mo. 

Seize on BriseTs, whom the Grecians doomed 
My prize of war, yet tamely soo rosiimod j 
And seize seoiiro : no more Achillos draws 
385 Hia conquering sword in any womau^s cause, 

The gods command mo to forgivo tho past ; 

But let this first invasion be tho last : 

For know, thy blood, when noxt thou dar^st invade, 
Shall stream in vengoanco on my rooking bhulo.^^ 

390 At this they oeased, 3'ho storii dolmto oxpirod : 
The chiefs in sullen majesty retired. 

Achilles with Patroelus'^' took his way, 

Where near his tents his hollow vessels lay. 
Meantime Atridos launched, with numerous oars, 

395 A well-rigged ship for Chrysa'a sacred slioros : 

High on the deck was fair Olu’yscis placed, 

And sage Ulysses with the conduct graced : 

Safe in her sides tho hecatomb they stowed, 

Then, swiftly sailing, cut tho liquid road* 

Tranalaicdhj Alcmndcr Popa (1088-lV4d«). 

* Patroclus, tho tloavost friontl liorBos, and armour, rntrooliiH 
of AohillGs. After the withdrawal Hiioeecdcd in driving i^lio Trojan h 
of Achilles the Greeks wore ho hard hack to tlioir walls, but ho was at 
in'ossed by tho Trojans that they length slain by Ileetor, Ou this 
wore obliged to send him an om-* Aohillos in grofit grief and rago 
bassy begging for his return, hurried to tho ilnld of Iniillo, killed 
Aohilloa refused to take any further largo numbem of tho TmjauH, iind 
part lu the war but allowed Patro- slow Ilootor after ehiiKhig him 
fllus to mako use of his men, tlirico round tho walls of 

^ -I 

ol 
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6.---THE LADY OP THP LAKE. 
OANTO FIFTH. 

The Combats 


T. 

Pair'' as [ fclio G(ir|HGst; b^am | of dast|era light, 
When first, by the bewildered pilgrim spied, 

It smiles upon the dreary brow of night. 

And silvers o^or the torrent^s foaming tide, 

5 And lights the fearful path on mountaiu side;“ 
Pair as that beam, althongli the fairest far, 

Giving to horror grace, to danger pride, 

Shine martial Faith, and OourLesy\s bright star, 
Through all the wrcckfni storms that cloud the brow 
of War. 

n, 

10 That eartly bdam, | so ffiir | and shedn, 

Was twinkling throngli the liazel screen, 

Wlien, rousing at its glimmer red^ 

The warriors' left ilieir lowly bed, 
li coked out upon the dappled® sky, 

15 Muttered their soldier matins® by. 

And then awaked their fire, to steal. 

As short and rude, their soldier nioah 
That o^er, the GaeP around him threw 
His graceful plaid® of varied hue, 

20 And true to promise, led the way, 

By thicket green and mountain gray. 


1, The warriors. Rodonck 
Vioh Alpine Dhifl i Rodorlok, 
(lescGddant of Alpine tho Black, 
tidd Jaraea Fifcz-Jatnos who had 
atiuouncod hiTdaeir aa the kniglifc 
of Snowdonu, but who was no 
other than King JamoB Y. of Scot- 
land. 

3, Dappled, variegated. 

8. Matins, morning-prayers. 


[Lat, maiutinumt the morning,] 

4, Gael. — ‘‘Tho Soofcfcisli lligh- 
landor calls himself Qaclt or Gaul, 
and terms fcho Lowlandere, 
BasaerKachs, or Saxons/^ 

f). Plaid (plud or plad), a 
garment of tartan or obookod 
woollen olofcli, of varied hue/* 
worn by the Ilighlanclors and 
others in Scotland, 
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A wiklering ])afcli I — they winded now 
Along the precipico^s brow. 

Commanding tbe rich scenes beneath, 

25 Tho windings of fclic Forth and Toithj 
And all the vales bobwoou that Ho, 

Till Stirling's turrets melt in sky ; 

Then, sunk in copse, blieir farthosb glanoo 
Gained not the length of horseman's laiicc. 

30 'Twas oft so steep, tho foot was fain 
Assistance from tire liand to gain ; 

So tangled oft, that, bursting' through'', 

I 2 aoh hawthorn shed lier showers of dew — 

That diamond clew, so pure and clear, 

85 It rivals all but Beauty’s tear I 

III. 

At length they came where, stern and stoop, 

The hill sinks down upon the doop. 

Here Vennaohnr® in .silver flows, 

There, ridge on ridge, BonlecU® rose 5 
40 Ever the hollow path twined on, ^ 

Beneath steep bank and throatening stone j 
A hundred men might hold tlio post 
With hardihood against a host. 

The I’ugged mountain's scanty cloak 
45 Was dwarfish shrubs ot birch and oak, 

With shingles* bare, and cliffs betwoon, 

And patches bright of bracken greon, 

And heather black, that waved so high, 

It held the copso in rivalry. 

60 But where the lako slept deep and still, 

Bank osiers fringed tho swamp and hill ; 

And oft botli path and hill were torn, 

Whore wintry torrent down had boriui, 

Don-lcdi, a inmiiiiitni m-nr 
V<«mn<5Uai’. 

Shingles, nmiHl 

puljbU'H. 

53 


1 , Bursting through, -Nvlion S. 

thoy bur^t through, Lotjli 

2. Vennachar, a luko in *1. 

land. worn 
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And heaped upon iho cnnibcrcd land 
55 Its wreck of gravely recks, and snnd, 

So toilsoino was Lho road to trace. 

The guide, ubaling of^ his pace, 

Led slowly tlirongli the passes jaws, 

And asked Fit/i-Janics, by what strange cause 
CO Ho sought those wilds, trarersod by few, 
Without a jjass from Roderick J)hu. 

IV. 

Bravo Gaol, iny pass, in danger tried, 

Hangs ill my bolt, and by iny side j 
Yet, sooth to toll,’^ tlm Saxon said, 

05 1 dreamt not now to claim its aid, 

When hero, but Uuto days since, I came, 
Bewildered in pursuit of game, 

All soomed as peaceful and as still, 

As the mist slumbering on yon hill; 

70 Thy dangerous Chief’* was then afar 
Nor soon expected back from war. 

Thus s^ud, at least, my niouiilain-giiid(', 
Though deep, porclianco, the villain lied.^^ 

Yet why a second venture try — 

75 A warrior thou, and ask mo why 1^ — • 

Moves our free course by such fixed caiiM», 

As gives the poor inccliaiiio laws? 

Enough, I sought to drive away 
The lazy hours of peaceful day; 

80 Slight cause will thou siifllco to guide 
A Enight^s free footsteps far and wide, — 

A falcon floivn, agreyhouiul strayed, 

The merry glance of mountain inni<l : 

Or, if a path bo dangerous known, 

85 The dangGi^s self is luro alone/^- — ^ 


1. Abating of, Rlaokening, 
[“Of'* fiftor abate*’ iaincon’oot.] 

2, Thy dangerous chief, \ c,, 
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Jlodoriclv Blui, bpiug 

yoL nnfwai’o tlait bis cninpimiou 
wn» the higlilund oluof lumselfi 
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Y. 

‘^Thy secret keep^ I urge tlioo nob j — > 

Yet, ore again ye sought bins spot, 

Say, heard ye nought of Lowland wav, 
Against Olau-Alpino, raised by Mav^ ? 

90 — No, hy my word ; — of bands propai’od 
To guard King Jameses sports I hoard j 
Nor doubt I aught, but, when tlioy hear 
This muster of tho tnountaiiieor, 

Their pennons wilbabroad bo fluug, 

95 Which else in Douno® had peaceful hung/^ — 
Free be they flung ! — for wo wore lotli 
Their silken folds should feast tho moth. 

Free bo they flung I — -as froo shall wave 
Olau-Alpiue^s piuo in ban u or brave, 

] 00 But, Stranger, iieaccful sinco you came, 
Bewildered in tho mounfcaiii game, 

Whence the bold boast by which you show 
Vich-Alpiue^s vowod and mortal foe ?*’ — 
Warrior, but yestoiMnorn, I know 
105 Nought of thy Chieftain, Ttodoriok Dim, 

Save as an outlawed dosperato man, 

The chief of a rebellious clau, 

Who, in the Eegont^s^ court and siglit, 

With ruffian dagger stabbed a knight J 
110 Yet this alone might from liis part 
Sever each true and loyal heart,” — 


VI, 

Wrothful^ at such arraignment^ foul, 

Dark lowered^ the clansmau^s f-ablo scowd. 

A space ho paused, then stonily said; — 

115 And heardst thou why he cIroAV his lihido ? 


1, Iffar, tha Enrl of 

2. Doune, a cnstlo on a poiiin- 
flula formed hy tho ronflnoueo of 
thg Ardooli and the Toith, 

a. The Regent, Albany. TIo 
was appointed rogonfc on tho death 
of JnmoK IV. 


<1, WrotbfuJ, 'w nUljfiil ; ai’ful-- 
ly Jiiceiim'd, 

A Arraignment, anmmifjniu 
[T<at, (if/ and luietmut, | 

Vi. Lowered, fcowju'd j uppi'ui'" 
0(1 dark or gloomy ; hotmiai oloud- 
ed, j^'Wriii.en hIho lour. \ 
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Heardst thou that ahamefiil ^Yo^d and blow 
Brought^ liodorick^s vengeance on his foe? 

What recked the Chieftain, if he stood 
On Highland heath ov Holy-Rood*^ ? 

120 He rights sucli wrong where it is given, 

If it were in the court of hoavon/^ — * 

Still was it outrage v^yob, ^tis true, 

Not the n ohiiined sovereignty his due; 

While Albany, with feeble hand, 

125 Held borrowed truricliooii of command, 

The young King^ mewed’’ in Stirling tower, 

Was stranger to respect and power. 

But thou, thy Chieftain's robber life ! — 

Winning mean proy by causeless strife, 

130 Wrenching' from ruined Lowland swain 
His herds and harvest roared in vain, — 
ilothinks a soul like thino should scorn 
The spoils from such foul foray bonio." — 

Vll. 

The Gael behold him grim the while, 

135 And answered with disdainful smile ; — 

Saxon, from yonder mountain high, 

I marked theo send delighted eye, 

Far to tlio south and east, whore Iny, 

Extended in succession gay, 

140 Deep waving fields and pastures green, 

With goutlo slopes and groves between j — 

These fertile plains, that softened vale, 

Were once the birthright of the Gael ; 

The sfcranger came with iron hand, 

145 And from our fathers reft the laud. 

Where dwell wo now ? See, rudely swell 
Crag over crag, and foil o'er fell. 

1. Brought. — Supply the iiomi- Toyal palaoo in Ediiibm’gh, 

native *<Tvhioh.” 3, The young King, James V<, 

2, Holy-Rood, Holy Rood who was thou a minor. 

Palace, an ancient ami famous 4. Mewed, confined* 
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Ask w 0 this savage hill wo tread, 

For fattened steer or household bread ‘ 

150 Ask wG for flocks those shingles dry, 

And well the niountaiu might reply,— 

^To you, as to your sires of yore. 

Belong the target and clayinoro' I 
I give you shelter in my breast, 

165 Your own good blades must win tho rest,^- — 

Pent in this fortress of the North, 

ThinFst thou wo v/ill not sally forth. 

To spoil the spoiler as we may, 

And from the robber rend tho prey ? 

160 Ay, by my soul I — While on yon plain 
The Saxon rears one sliock® of grain ; 

While, of ten thousand herds, there strays 
But one along yon river’s maze, — 

Tho Gael, of ])]ain and rivor heir, 

165 Shall, with strong hand, rodcom his sluu’o. 

Whore live tho mountain chiefs who hold, 

That plundering Lowland field and fold 
Is aught but retribution true? — 

Seek other cause Against Roderick Bhu/^ 

VIII. 

1/0 Answered Pitz-Jamos; — And, if I sought, 

Think’st thou no other could be brouglii ? 

What deem yo of my path waylaid, 

My life given o^er to ambuscade^ ? — 

As of a meed'* to rashness due : 

175 Hadst thou sent warning fair and true,— 

I seek my hound, or falcon strayed, 

I seek, good faith, a Highland maid,— 

Free hadst® thou boon to como and go; 

But secret path marks socrol foo. 

L Target and claymore, shiold nttatik Xrom ii innitinn. 

or Liioldor aud largo two-luindod I’ll;, and /mcOj ti wood ; I'lnK- 
flword, iinjij 

2, Shock, a pilo of hIicrvow of -1. Meed, roward, 

wheat, ryo, &o ; a wtook, f d, Hndst been, woiiliL>t Ijuvi* 

3. Ambuscade, an imoxpecfcccX Leon. 

67 
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180 Nor yet, for this, even as a spy^ 

Hadat tliou, miliearJ, boon doomed to die, 
Save to fulfil an aiignry^.'’^ 

Well let it pass ; nor will I now 
Fresh causo of enmity avow^, 

185 To chafe® thy mood* and cloud thy brow. 
Enough, I am by promiso tied 
To match me with this man of prido ; 
Twice have I sought Olan-A-lpine’s gloii 
In peace; but, when I como again, 

190 I come with ban nor, brand°, and bow, 

As loader seeks his mortal foo. 

For love-lorn swain, in lady's bower. 
Ne'er panted for the appointed hour, 

As I, until before mo stand 
195 This rebel Chieftain and his band I" — 


IX. 


^^Have, then, thy wish 1" — he whistled shrill, 
And he was answered from iho hill ; 

Wild as the scream of the curio w°, 

From crag to crag the signal flew, 

200 Instant, through copse and heath, arose 
Bonnets and spears and bended bows ; 

On right, on left, above, below, 

Sprung up at once the lurking foe ; 

From shingles gi'ay their lances start, 

206 The bracken’ bush sends forth the dart. 

The rushes and the willow-wand 
Are bristling into axe and brand, 

And every tuft of broom gives life 
To plaided warrior armed for strife. 


1, Augury, a prediotion; a 

prognoatioatiou, [1/at, a 

bird, and ffcroy I bear.] 

2, Avow, doolaro [Lat, ad, 
and voveo, I yow.1 

3, Chafe, inflamo ; iwovoko, 
[Lat. caleo, I grow warm, nndfacio, 


I mako-] 

4. Mood, temper of miud. 

6, Brand, Bword. [Poetical.] 

0. Curlew, a Tvator-bia’d, so 
named from its ciy ; the whaup of 
Scotland. 

7, Bracken, tlio common fom, 



210 That whistle garrisoned the glon 
At once with full five hundred inon^ 

As if the yawning hill to hojiven 
A subterranean^ Jjost had given. 

Watching their leader^s buck^ and will, 

235 All silent there they stood and still, 

Like the loose crags whoso throatoning mass 
Lay tottering o^or the hollow pass, 

As if an infantas touch could urge 
Their hoadloug passage down tho verge, 

220 With step and weapon forward Hung, 

Upon the moimtain-sido they hung, 

The Mountaineer cast glance of pride 
Along Benlcdi\s living side, 

Then fixed his cyo and sable brow 
225 Pull on Pitz-Janios — *^How say^st ihoii now ? 

These are Clan- Alpine's warriors true ; 

And, Saxon, — I am Boderiok DlniP'' — - 

X, 

Fitz-James was bravo : — Tliongli io his heart 
Tho life-blood thrilled with sudden start, 

230 He manned himself with dauntloss air, 

Eeturnod the Chief his haiiglity stare, 

His hack against a rock ho boro, 

And firmly placed his foot beforo ; — 

^^Oomo one, conic all I this rock shall fly 

236 Prom its firm base as soon aw — 

Sir Roderick marked— and in his oyos 
Respect was mingled with surpiiso, 

And the stern joy which warriors fcol 
In foemoii worthy of thoir steel. 

240 Short space he stood — thou waved his hand ; 

Down sank tho disappearing band; 

Bach warrior vanished whoro lio stood, 

In broom or bracken, heatli or wood j 
" i, "^Subterranean, imdorgi'oimd, .”D^c k , aLioil oF Tlio Jj oadTor 
[Lafc. euhf imAor, aiul (emt, tlio other siguifltuuit gostuvo. 
earth.] 
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Sunk bvftucl and spcai' and bended bow, 

245 III osiers* pale and copses low j 
Ifc seemed as if their mother Earth 
Had swallowed up her warlike birth. 

The wind’s last breath Itad tossed in air 
Pennon and plaid and plumage lair, — 

260 The next bnt swept a lone hill-side, 

Whei’6 heath and fern were waving wide ; 

The sun’s last glanoe was glinted" back, 

Prom spear and glaive”, from targe and jack*, — 
The next, all unroflocted, shone, 

255 On bracken grocn, and cold gray stone. 

XI. 


Pitz-James looked round — yet scarce believed 
The witness that his sight received ; 

Such apparition well might seem 
Delusion of a dreadful di'cam. 

260 Sir Rodei'ick in suspense bo eyed. 

And to his look the Chief replied : — 

"Pear nought— nay, that I need not say— 
Bnt— doubt not niiglit from mine array. 

Then art my guest; — I pledged my word 
265 As far as Ooilantogle ford" : 

Nor would I call a clansman's brand 
Por aid against ono valiant hand, 

Though on our strife lay every vale 
Rent by the Saxon from the Grncl. 

270 So move wo on ; — I only meant 

To show the reed on which you leant, 

Deeming this path yon might pursue 
Without a pass from Roderick Dhu.” — 

They moved : — I said Pitz-James was brave, 
275 As ever knight that belted glaive; 


1. Osiers, willows. 

2. Glinted, flashed; glonmod. 

3. Glaive, a sword, [Obsolete* 
Lat, ffhdiusj a sword.] 

4. Jack, jaok-coat, a kind of 


military coat, quilted and covered 
■with leathor,— the peasant’s 
BubatUuto for a coat of arms.” 

6, Coilaiitogle ford, a ford 
noroas the Teitln 
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Yet daru iiofc say, that now his blood 
Kept on its \Yoiit and tempered flood, 

As^ following Rodericks sti’ide, he drew 
That seenhiig’ lonesome pathway through, 

280 Which yet, by fearful proof, was rifo 
With lances, that, to take his life, 

Waited blit signal from a giiido, 

So late dishonoured and defied, 

Ever, by stealth, liis oyo sought round 
285 The vanished guardians of the groiuul, 

And still from copse and heather deep, 

Fancy saw spear and broadsword peej), 

And in the plover^s shrilly strain, 

The signal whistle heard again. 

290 Nor breathed he free till far behind 
The pass was leftj for then ilioy Nviiul 
Along a wide and level groon, 

Where neither tree nor tuft was seen, 

Nor rush nor bush of broom was near, 

295 To hide a bonnet or a spear, 

xn. 

The Chief in silence strode before, 

And reached that torrent^s^ sounding shore. 

Which, daughter of three mighty lakcs% 

From Yennachar in silver hreuk.s, 

300 Sweeps through the plain, and ceaseless mines 
On Bochastlo® the mouldering lines, 

Where Rome, the Einpross of the world, 

Of yore her eagle wings unfurled : 

And here his course the Chieftain staid, 

305 Threw down liis target and his plaid, 

And to the Lowland warrior said 
Bold Saxon I to his promise just, 

Yich “Alpine has discharged his trust . 

1. Torrent, a rapid 8U’oain, Vt^iniaoliar, 

[Lat. roaring, Jti'Oiu /oy'm, I \U BochaBlle, tho naino of u 

paroh.] Hat and oxtciiHivo moor, uu whloJi 

2, Three mighty Jakes, TjooIi tliero «ro acinu old ontronoliniontu, 
Katrine, Looh Achray, and JjooIi Hupxiosed to ho Roinivn, 

01 



±iu!s niuvuGrous uiiiei, tins rutliiess nmuj 
310 This head of a rebellious clau^ 

Hath led tlieo safe, througli watch and ward, 
Far past Clan-Alpille^s outmost guard, 

Now, mail to man, and steol to afceol, 

A ChieftaiiFs veugoaiico thou shall feoh 
315 Sec, here, all vantageless' I stand, 

Armed, like thyself, with single brand; 

For this is Ooilantoglo ford, 

And thou must keep tlioo with thy sword,^^ — 


XJIJ, 


The Saxon paused I ne^cr delayed, 

320 When foemau bade me draw my blade 

Nay more, brave Chief, I vowed thy death : 
Yet sure thy fair and generous faith, 

And my deep debt for life pi*eserved, 

A better meed have well deserved : 

326 Can nought but blood onr feud atone ? 

Are there no moans No, Stranger, none I 
And hear,— to fire thy flagging zeal, — 
file Saxon cause rests on thy steel ; 

For thus spoko Pate, by prophet bred 
830 Between the living aud the dead,— 

' Who spills the foremost foenian's life 
His party conquers in the strife.’ ” — ' 

” 1 hen, by my ■word,” the Saxon said, 

‘'Th)' riddle is already read, 

886 Seek yonder brake beneath the cliff,— 

There lies Eed Murdoch*, stark* and stiff. 

Thus Fate has solved her prophecy. 

Then yield to Fate, and not to me. 

To James, at Stirling, let us go, 

840 When, if thou wilt be still his foe. 


1. Vantageless, without any 
^vantage, [Fr. uvaut, before; 
om bat, (ibi aud anUi before,] 

2» Red Murdoch, ono of the 


claiiBnien of Rocloriolc. Ho was 
slain by Fitz-James, whom ho had 
attempted to decoy. 

3. Stark, sfcretohod out ; stiff. 
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Or if tho King shall not agreo 
To grant fclieo grace and favour free, , 

I pliglif}' mine honour, oath, and word, 

That, to thy native strengths restored, 

345 AVith each advantage slmlt thou stand, 

That aids thee now to guard thy laud, 

XIV. 

Dark lightning fliished from Bodoriok^s eye — 

Soars tliy presumption, then, so high, 

Because a wretched koni^ ye slew, 

350 Homage to name to Roderick Dim ? 

He yields' not, ho, to man nor Fate t 
Thou add^st but fuel to my halo ! — 

My clansman’s blood demands revenge. — > 

Not yet prepared f — By heaven, I change 
366 My thought, and hold thy valour light 
As that of soino vain carpot-kiiight , 

‘Who ill deserved my courteous care, 

And whose best boa.st is but to wear 
A braid* of his fair lady's hair/' — 

360 I thank thoe, Roderick, for tlio word 1 
It nerves my heart, it steels iny sword j 
For I have sworn this braid to stain 
In the best blood that warms thy vein. 

Now, truce, farowolll and, ruth, bogono I — 

365 Yob think not that by thee alouo, 

Proud Chief I can courtesy bo shown ; 

1. Plight, pledgo ; proiniso. mimm in (soiiHoquonoo ; Imt when 

2. Kern, a boor; u coimnoii who saw Fitz-tfamOH with Hod 

poldior, Miirdooh hIio r{HJoguiz<'d Ids Low- 

IJ, Carpet-knight, a knight land dross and gave him w/miiiig 
who has not won his spuvH oil tho of his dniigor. ^ On thin, Jh'd jVIur- 
hattlo-iield hy deeds of valour. do<di Uiok to hishools, disphavgiug 

•i. Braid, a lock of luiir. It a shot which only gni/i'd tliu 
holongod to a poor woman, named knight’s helmot, InitfutuUy woiiiul- 
Blanclio of Dovaii, wlioso hushiind ed Blaiieho Murdooh waspursiUHl 
had been Idllcd on hor wedding- and Hlniii, and Pitz '•James soothed 
morn ill ono of Hodoriok’s raids in tho dying Jlhincho by swutmng to 
the liowlands. She had lost her avongo her wrongs on Pod oriole. 
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Stiiri at my whistle claiismon sleru^ 

Of this small horn one feeble blast 
370 Would fenrfnl odds against thee cast. 

But fear not — doubt not — which tlion wilt — - 
We try this quarrel hilt to hilt. ’’ 

Then each at once his falchion® drew^ 

Each on the ground his scabbard® throw, 

375 Each looked to sun, and stream, and plain, 
As what they no^or mig‘ht soo again ; 

Then foot, and point, and eye opposed, 

In dubious strife they darkly closed. 

XV. 

Ill fared it then with llodorick Dhu, 

380 That on the field his targe he throw, 

Whose brazen studs and tough bulHiide 
Had death so often dashed aside ; 

Eor, trained abroad his arms to wield, 

Eitz- Jam os’s blade was sword aud shield, 
386 lie practised every pass and ward^ 

To thrust, to strike, to foiut®, to guard; 
While less expert, though stronger far, 

The Gaol maintained Line(|ual war. 

Three times in closing strife thoy stood, 

BOO And thrice the Saxon blade drarik blood ; 
No stinted draught, no scanty tide, 

The gushing flood the tartans dyed. 

Fierce Roderick felt the fatal drain, 

And showered his blows like wintry rain ; 
395 And, as firm rock, or castle-roof, 

Against the winter shower is proof, 


1. Cairn, a heap oi stones ol: a 
conioal foim, set \\\y as a momorial 
or as a lauclmark- 

2, Falchion, a swovd, [Lat. 
frtlVf a stiytlio.] 


3, Scabbard, a shoath. 

4. Ward, j^utird. 

6, Feint, to x^’otoiid io^ thrust 
at one part when aiiotlior is intend - 
ed to he struck, [Froin frif/ti,'} 
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The loo, invulnerable* still, 

Foiled liis wild rage by steady sldll ; 

Till, at advantage ta^en, his brand 
400 Forced Rodericlf^s weapon from his hand, 

And backward borne upon the Ica^, 

Brought the proud Ohieftaiu to bis knee, 

XVJ. 

Now, yield thee, or by Him who made 
The \Yorld, thy heart’s blood dyes my blade — 
405 Thy threats, thy mercy, I defy ! ^ 

Let recreant® yield, Avho fears to dio,^’ 

Liko adder darting from his coil, 

Like wolf that dashes through the toil, 

Like monntain-cat who guards her young, 

410 Full at Pitz-James’s throat he sprung; 

Received, but rocked not of, a wound, 

And locked his arms his foeinan rouiuL — 

Now, gallant Saxon, hold thino own ! 

No maiden^s hand is round thee thrown 1 
41 5 That desperate grasp lliy frame might fool, 
Tliroug’h bars of brass and triple steel I — 

They tug, they strain I down, down they go, 

The Gaol above, Fitz-James below. 

The Chieftain’s gripe his throat compvcsi, 

420 His knee was planted on his breast; 

Hia clotted locks ho backward tliroW) 

Across his brow his hand lie drcAv, 

Prom blood and mist to clear bis sight, 

Then gleamed aloft his dagger brigdit ! 

—But hate and fury ill supplied 
425 ^J'lie stream of life’s oxhaiistod tide, 

And all too late the advautagG came, 

To turn the odds of deadly game ; 

1, Invulnerable, iiicaxmblo of » 3. Recreant, a rowanl, [Lat 

being wouadecL [Lat-. tUj not, tiiul T aum'iidnr ; from rcj hack 

i a wound.] I andtvv</w, J bclievo.] 

2, Lea, turf ; plahi ; mrudow. 
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Vov.j wlnlo the dagger ylci vmod uii high, 

4JiO Reeled soul and sense, reeled bvaiu and <*ye. 

Down camo the blow I bat in ibe iLoaih 
The ovring blado found bloodless shoatln 
T^he straggling foe may now unclasp 
The fainting Olliers relaxing grasp; 

435 Unwounded from the dreadful close, 

Jlut breathless all, Pitz-James arose, 

^ ^ ^ jh 

Walfev ,SW^ (1771-lB3i). 


6.— THE TRAVELIiEB, 


Kmmote', I nnEri(fnd|od, ni(51|anch51|y, sl6w\ 

Or by the \iVAy Scheld® or wandoring Pu j 
Or oinvavd, whore tho vudo Oarinthian® boor - 
Against tho liouseloss stranger shuts fclio door ; 
5 Or wlioro Campania's'’ plain forsaken lies, 

A weary waste expanding to the skies ; 
Wherever I roairij whatever realms to see, . 

My heart un travelled fondly turns io thee; 

Still to my brother turns, with ceaseless pain, 

10 And drags at euoli remove a lengthening chain** 
Eternal blessings crown my onidieat friend^, 
And round his dwelling guardian saints attend ; 
Blost be that spot^ where cheerful guests retire 
To pause from toil, and trim their evening lire; 
15 Blest that abode, where want and pain repair, 
And ever^^ stranger finds a ready chair ; 


Remote, &c,--All tlio ad- 
lontuos ill tilt* ilvHt Into qiiulify 
♦a ’Mu lino 7. 

2. Beheld or Scheldt, a river 
of RranciJ find the Nethovlaiidw, 
Carinthia, a x'^roviuoe of 
Austria. 

4. Campania, Campagua l)i 
Roinn, au nnoultivatod and nu- 
healthy plain, Bm'ronnding Home. 


d, DiajiS a lengtheniing 
I chain. Of, — * We drag, it is ii su*. 

I * a Ivnglhouing fhaiu ’ at raoh »v- 
move of our pilufi'iinair* ; hue thf* 
' ehaiu in unhrokru ; we aun tnu v it 
I back link by link, und ^/o h'*'! that 
: the Inst still prmjiples na to ho+n.*/‘ 

6. My earliest friend, tho 
Xioet V hi ol Iw*" 1 Teuvy , 
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Blosb 1)0 those feasts^ wilh simple ])lonty crowned, 

Whoro all tho nulJy family aroiiuct 

Laugli at the jests or pranks that iinver fail, 

20 Or sigh with pity at some niouvuful tale 
Or press bha bashful Bbx'angor to his food j 
And learn tho luxury of doing good. 

But mo, nob destinod such delights to shave, 

My prime of life in wandering spent and care ; 

25 Impelled, with stops unceasing, to pursue 

Some fleeting good, tliab mooka mo with tho view ; 
That, like the cirolo^ bounding oarbli and skies, ; 
Allures from far, yet, as I follow, flies j \ 

My fortune loads'-^ to tvaverso rcalrnB alono, ' 

30 And find no spot of all tho world my own. 

B^eii now I where Alpinc' solituclo.i ascend, 

I ait mo down a pen sty o ^ hour to spend ; 

And, placed on Ingli above tlio sto^m^s career, 

Look downwardly hero a luiudrod realms appear; 

35 Lakes, forests, cities, plains extending wide. 

The p^mp^of kings, the shepherd’s humbler pindo» 
When thus Oreation^s charms around combinp, 
AmidvSt the store should tliankless pride rejnuo ? 

Say, should the philosophic mind clisdauT 
40 That good which makes each Iminblor bosotti vain ? 
Lob acliool-taught^ pride dissemblo all it can, ' 

Those little things aro gr(?nt to llbtlo man j 
And wiser ho, whoso sympathotio mind 
Exults in all the good of all mankind. [crownod ; 
45 Ye glittering towns, with wofllUi and splendour 
?e fields, where summor spreads profusion round; 

Te lakes, wlioso vesflols catch tho b usy gale ; 

Ye bending swains®, that dros ^ thcTffo wery vah'i 
For mo your tributary storoTcombino t 
( Ireatipn^s ho ii% tho world, tho world is mine ! \J 


1 The circle, tho lun’i/ioii. 

^ — ^Thr ohjiMst 5r» ‘Miie’* 

ni H iL 2'A, 

. Pensive, iiir tUnuive ; tlmu-'lit- 


fnl. [L’lt. jUiflOf 3 vvoigU-] 

1. SchooLt aught pride, pvtnxd 

Swaina, p('awant*». [Pooth’aLJ 
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nj'-Ma Oi-’ UNdLitiii ruLrivV. 


[part n. 


As some lone miser, visiting’ Ins store, 

Bonds abliis treasure, cuuuis, iceouiits ii 
Hoards after hoards his losing raptures fill, 

Yet still ho sighs, for botxrcls arc wanting^ btill ; 

55 Thus to my breast altoriiate passions ri^(\ 

Pleased with each good that Heaven to imiu supplies : 
Yet oft a sigh prevails, and sorrows fair, 

To SGo^ the hoard of hmiiairGliss so small ; 

And oft I wish, amidst tho scene, to find 
60 Some spot to real happiiicss consigned, 

Whoru my w{)ri) soul, each wandering hope ut rest, 
Mny gather bliss to seo my fellows blest, 

Hilt, whore to find tluit happiest Sjjot belowj 
^Vho eaii wlnm all pretend to know ? 

65 The shuddering tenant'^ of tho frigid viono 
Boldly proclaims that happiest spot his u\\ u ; 

Extols tho treasures of his storm^^ seas, 

And his long nights of revelry and ^iso,? 

The nakod negro, panting at the lln?, 

70 Boasts of his golden sands and palmy wiue'^ 

Basks in the glare, or sterns^ tho to])id wave, 

And thanks his gods for all tho good tliey gav(‘\ 
Such is the patriot's boast where'er we loam ; 

His first, besWiJountry, over is at homo, 

75 And yet, perhaps, if conntrios w^e compare, 

And estimate the blessings whioli they share, 
Though patriots flatter, still shall wisdom find 
An equal portion dealt to all mankind j 
As different good, by Art or Nature given 
80 To diflbrent nations, malces their blessings eveu®» 
Nature, a mother kind alike to all, 

Still grants her bliss at Laboim's oainost call i 


1. Wauling, defttnont. 

2. Sorrows, toar^ of noriow. 

3. To see, at 

4. Tenant, inhabitant, 

Bine, the Kc^uatov, 


n. Paltny wine, toddy. 

7, Stems, hroasbH ; oppot*“-« 

8, Gave, ha VO g'ivon, 

9, Even, emml. 

10. QMf em^ea^0lu^ 
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With food as well tho peasaufc is supplied 
On Idra^s’- cliffs as Arno’s® shelvy^ sido ; 

85 And though the rocky-crested summits fruwii^ 

These rocks, by custom^ turn to beds of down. 

Prom Art more various are tho blessings sent, — 
Wealth, Gominorce, honour, liberty, content. 

Tot these each other’s power so strong* contest, 

90 That either seems destructivo of the rest. 

Where wealth and freedom roign, con tontincnt fails ; 
And honour sinks wlioro cominorco long prevails* 
Hon CO every state to one loved blessing prone’', 
Conforms and modolfs life to that alouo. 

95' Each to the favourite happiness uttoudH, 

And spurns tho plan that aims at other ends 3 
Till, carried to excess in each domain,^ 

This favourite good begets peculiar pain. 

But lot us try these truths with closer eyes, 

100 And trace thoin through tho prospect as it lies ; 

Here for a while, my proper caics resignod, 

Here let me sit in sorrow for mankind ; 
i Like yon neglected shrub, at random cast, 

\ That shades tho steep, and sighs at ovory blast. 

105 Far to tho right, where Apennino ascends, 

Bright as the summer, Italy oxtends : 

Its uplands sloping dock the moimtnin ’^5 hide, 

Woods over woods in gay the?^*ic^ pride ° ; 

While oft some temple's nimildcriiig tops botweon 
110 With veiierablo grandeur mark tho scouo. 

Could Natuvo's bounty satisfy the breast, , 

The sons of Italy were surely blest, 

AYhatevor fruits in different climes are found, 

That proudly rise, or humbly court tho ground ; 

1. Idra. or Iilriii, a town of 5. Oinupun' : 

A.ifitria* uott^d ft>r it« miuos of “ A sylvan s<;oiio, uiul »s tkc vaukH 
qnkksilvev, inucaul, 

2. Arno, u rivor of Italy. .Shailo alano .sluulo, u woody 

3. Shelvy, g'outly slopuijr. tlioatvo 

4. Prone, inclined. Of stateliest view.”' — 

CD 
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(siois oi;' i:i^GUsn poktuy. 


[part II* 


115 Wliatevor blooms in torrid tracts appear^ 

Whose bright succession decks tlio varied year 5 
Whatever sweets salute the northern sky 
With vernal livesb that blossom but to die ; 

Those, here disporting, own the kindred soil, 

1 20 Nor ask liixurianoo from the jihinter^s toil; 

While sea-born gales thoir gelid wings expand 
To winnow- fragrance round tlio smiling land. 

But small tlie bliss that sense alono bestows, 

And Bensual bliss is all the nation knows. 

125 In florid beauty groves and fields appear ; 

^ Mail seems the only growth that dwindles hero. 

' Contrasted faults'' through all his manners reign ; 
Though poor, luxurious; though submissive) vain ; 
Though grave, yet trifling*; zealous, yet untrue; 

130 And even in penance planning sins anew* 

All evils hero contiuninato^ the mind 
That opulence departed leaves bcdiind ; 

For wealth was theirs, not far removed the date, 
When oomrnorco proudly flourished through the 
135 Atjier command tho palace learnt to rise, [state; 
Again the long-fallen column sought the skies; 

The canvas^ glowed beyond e^en nature warm, 

The pregnant quarry^ teemed with human form : 

Till) more unsteady than the sontliern gale, 

140 Oommorce 0 x 1 other shores displayed her sail;^ 

While nought remained of all that riches gave. 

But towns nninannod, and lords without a slave : 

And late the nation found, with fruitless skill, 

Us foxnner strength was but plethoric^ ilj. 

1. With vernal lives, l)looiuiug 6. Commerccj 0 

in spring only* d<*elinra iii Ilttly and fio\UJ‘iu» *1 m 

X Wmnowi-svafhhlow. [Fi'oin Toitugtd after the diHCt)\ei>« 'f 

Aiiionea hy ColnmhUH and 

3. Contaminate, tobU oovnipl. f ‘(1“ 

[L«t. emi, and I tonoh.] ' pj^thoric. cansed 1 y ' ' 

4. Canvas, »./■., raintinfr. i fttlnoss, . [Gr, !■ 

5. Quarry, iiiiirMe-pU. 1 nosKof Mood.] 
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145 Yet, still the loss of wealth is here supplied 
By arts, the splendid wrecks of former pride ; 

I Prom these tlio feeble heart and long-fallen tuind 
, An easy compensation seom to find. 

Here may be seen, in bloodless ponip arrayed, 

150 The pasteboard trinmpli'^ and the cayalcado; 
Processions formed feu' piety and lovo, 

A mistress or a saint in every grovo. 

By sports like these are all their euros beguiled 
The spoi’ts of children satisfy the child. 

1 55 Eaoh nobler aim, ropressod by Ion// control, 

'Now sinks at last, or fcobly‘nmns tlto soul j 
While low delights, succeeding fast lioliind, 

In ]iap])ioi' meanness occupy the mind : 

As in those domes whore Oassars® oiu*o boro sway, 
160 Defaced by time, and tottering in decay, 

Tlmre in the ruin, heedless of the dead, 

The shelter-seeking peasant bnildK liis shod; 

And wondering, man could want the larger pile, 
Exults, and owns his cottage with a smile. 

105 My soul, turn from them ; turn wo^ to survey 
AVhere rougher climes a uohler race display, 

Where the bleak Swiss^ thoi^^ stormy luansions tread, 
And force a chnrlisIP soil for scanty bread ; 

No piqdnct hero the bnrron hills afford, 

170 jBut man and si eel, the soldier and his sword; 
No^venml ])looinR their torpid rooks iwvixy, 

But winter lingering dulls the lap of May ; 

^ No Zophyi' fondly sues tho in oimtaiu^s breast, 

' But meteors glare, and stormy glooms 
3 76 Yot, still, even hciv, content oau spread a eh arm, 
Redress tlio olimo, and all its rago diMurni, 

^ paateboard iriumph, mork Tho (satUft 

hoin llii' funilrr h) 

■ Cy*sars, Us inlijUjibiiilH. ’ 

Turn \ye, lc«l UN tuni, ,5. ChurHsln Iturd; 

J^kaK cwisa,- .\n ( Imrn'ij. 
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Tbongli poor trbopGa.so.nfc^sliiifc 5 Ilia feast though small, 
He sees his little lot the lot of all ; 

Sees no contiguous^ palace rear its head 
180 To shame tho meanness of his liumblo shed; 

No costly lord the snuiptuons^ banquet deal 
'Vo make him loathe his vegetable meal; 

But calm, and bred iii iguoranco and toil^ 

Each wish contracting' fits Iiim to the soil. 

18S Cheerful, at morn, he wakes from short repose, 
Breathes the keen air^ and carols as he goes j 
With patient angle® trolls’^ tho finny® deop, 

Or drives his venturous plouglialniro to the stoop; 

Or seeks the den where snow-tracks mark tho way, 
190 And drags the struggling savago® into day, 

At night returning, every labour sped, 

He sits him down the monarch of a shod; 

Smiles by his ebeorful fire, and round surveys 
His children's looks, that brighten at tho bleze ; 

195 While his loved partner, boastful of her hoard. 
Displays her cleanly platter^ on tho board ; 

And haply too soino pilgrim®, thithor led, 

With many a tale repays the nightly bed. 

T n^itive wilds imparl 

200 Imprints the patriot passion on hia heart ; 

And e'en those Is that round hia mansion ri^e, 
Enhance^^ tho bliss his scanty fund supplies, ' 

Dear is that sbed to which his soul conforms, 
onst dear that hill which lift^ him to ilio storms ; 

4U5 And, ns a child, when scaring soinida molest. 

Clings close and closer to tho luotlmn'^s breast, 


t . Conti guou 8, noig’libouri 
[Jjtit. «))i, fiTitl I toiich.l 
2, Sumptuous, rich ; pplent 
tijnt mnpim, oxpenbo,] 

? ibhing ap^mat 
Prtt^afc !(} pry)GrIy »u>pUoa 
tinioMiepiiau.lSeep !^31,note 
01' angles iu, 
Finny, full of fish. 


6* Savage, hoar, wolf, orsoiuo 
other wild uniuml. 

Platter, UfiliallnwcliMh. fFrom 

2i?ate.'] 

8 . Pilgrim, hoiuo As^imdnrti)’ ur 
tvavollor Hko the poet hluuiolf. 
[Lat. p(‘t\ amt Ufjtr, a lleR] 

9. Enhance, moroaso, [Lat. 

ffnie hoforo, [ 
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So the loiul torreul^ and fcho wlhrlwimVs roar 
But bind him to his native nionutniiis movo. 

Such are tlio charms to barren states assio'iicd ; 
210 Their wants but few, their wishes nil confinecb 
Yet let them only share the praises due : 

If few their wants, their pleasures are but few j 
For every want that stimnlatos the breast 
Becomes a source of pleasure when redrestj 
215 Whence from such lands each pleasing science flics 
That first excites desire, and then snp])lios ; 
Unknown to them, wlioii sensuMl plcasure.s eluy^ 

To fill the languid pause with finer joy • 

Unknown those powers that raise the soul to flamo, 
220 Catch every nerve, and vibrate through the frame. 
Their level life is but a sinouldeviug (Ire, 
Unqnonched by want, inifanuud by strong desir(S 
Unfit for raptures, or, if rajitures cboer 
I On somo high festival of once a year, 

225 j In wild excess the vulgar breast takes lire, 

1 Till, buried in deba^eh^ tlie bliss expire. 

But not their joys ulono thus coarsely flow ; 

Their morals, like tlioir pleasures, arc but 1(AV : 

For, as refinement stops, from sire to son 
230 Unaltered, nn ini proved, the manners run ; 

And love’s*’* and friendship's fincly']^ointed dm I 
Fall blunted from each indurated^ heart. 

Some sterner virlnes o’er the inonntaiii’s breast 
May sit, liko falcons, cowering*^ on the nest ; 

235 But all the genllev morals, such as play ['vay, 

fl'lirough life’s more cultured walks, and clmrni tlio 
These, far dispersed, on tiniorons pinions fly, 

To sport and flutter in a kinder sky. 

To kinder skies, whore gontlor nmnners reign, 

240 T turn ; and l^ranco displays her bright domain. 

\ Cloy, imll ; l)ocomo insipid, j 3. Lovers,— Supply 
2. Debauch, iutemperantie ; 1. Indurated, liardonod. 

dumkeiuiG^s, | <5, Cowering, bonding down. 
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[vAllT II, 


Oay^ sprightly land, of mirth aud social oasoj 
Ploased with thyselfj whom all tho world can please I 
How often liavo I lod thy sportive choir, 

With tuiioloss pipe, beside the murmuring Loiro' • 
245 "Whore shading olrns along tho margin grew, ■ 

And freshonod from tho wave, the Zephyr flewj 
And haply, though my harsh touch, faltering still, 
But lUOckoU all tnno, and marred the dancer's skill, 
Yet would the village praise my wondrous power, 
260 And danco, forgetful of the noon* tide hour. 

Alike all ngos. JJamos of ancient days 

Have lod tlioir children through the mirthful nuuue, 

And tho gay graiulsire, skilled in gestic loro-, 

Hus frisked boiicutli the burden of throoscovo, 

255 So blest a life cheseHioughtloss realms display; 
Tlius icily busy^ rolls their world away,* 

Theirs are those arts that mind to mind endear, 

For lionopr forms the social temper here. 

Honour, that praise which real merit gains, 

2(30 Or D^on imaginary worth obtains, 

Here passes current; paid from hand to hand, 

It shifts ill splendid tralEc round iho land; 

From courts to camps, lo cottages, it strays, 

And all arc taiiglit an avarice of jiraise. 

2(35 They please, are pleased; they give, to get, esteom; 
Till, seeming blest, they grow to what they seem*^. 

But while this softer art their bliss supplies, 

Tt gives their follies also room to rise ; 

For praise too dearly loved, or warmly sought, 

270 Enfeebles all internal strength® of thought : 

'And iho weak sonl, within itsolE nn blest. 

Leans for all 'pleasuro on anotlicr‘a breast. 


1. Loire, a river o£ France. 

2. Geslic lore, art of clauoing. 
* [“ Gesfcio ’ * moans relating to bodilj” 
motion, from Leai'd 

ii. Idly busy, — ^An oicymorott. 


4. Grow to what they seem, 
aetnally feolliai)i)y by oouijtantly 
ondcavoiinng to ai)penr happy. 

6 Internal strength, nucmal 
inclepondeneet ' * 
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Hence ostentation here, with tawdry* arl^ 

Pants for tlio vulgar praise which fools impart ; 
276 Here vanity assumes her pert® grimace’''^ 

And trims her robes of fnesso*' with cojiper lace; 
Here beggar prido defrauds lier daily cheer^ 

To boast 0110 splendid banquet once a yoar : 

The mind'still turns where shifting fashion draws, 
280 Nor weighs the solid worth of selLajiplanse. 

To men of other minds my fancy Hies, 
Emboaomod^ in the deep whoro Holland lies: 
Mebhinks her patient sons lioforo stand. 
Where the broad ocean loans against the land, 

285 And, seduloiLs® to stop tho ooming tide, 

Life the tall rampiiVs^ artificial pride. 

Onward, methinks, and diligently slow^ 

'J^Iio firm connected bulwark seems to grow ; 
Spreads its long arms amidst tho watery roar, 

290 Scoops^ out an empire, and usurps tlm shore. 
While the pent® ocean, rising oVr the pile, 

Sees an amphibious^® world iiGncath liini smile : 
The slow canal, tho yollow-blossoinod vah‘, 

Tlie willow-tufted bank, the gliding sail, 

205 The crowded mart, the cultivated plain, — 

A new creation rescued from his reign. 

Thus, whilo aroinul th(^ wave-Ruhje<'ted soil 
Impels the native to repealed toil, 

Indnstrious Imbifcs in each bosom reign, 

300 And industry begots a lovo of gj»in. '* 


1 Tawdry, (‘heiip and flinwy , 
showy but paltry. [Comiptecl 
trimi iSV ^Uuit'cif ovAV, liUhehrdUy 
and ori-'iuany ineaninft* Loug'lit 
at fhti tail’ of Rt. Audivy, wlioro 

itfio'iji fi hold] 

'4 Pea, Muicy . impndojil. 

’ Gr li mace, 111 lror‘1 rd luolc 

eoavbo ololh. [Ori- 
1 > If d I hi ouy’h t f n Jiu Frh ] 

0. ICmbo Homed in the deep. — 
iiM country of Holland i- lf>wi r 


iu iuomL pa its than Ui»* .'■(ui-icvrJ. 

(i. Sedulous, arnkliuimlly ran'- 
ful. fhat. }^(dnltfSf (lavcful, iunu 
acihOf I ait,] 

7. Rampire, ruuiniirt, 
fPuL'tU'al,] 

8 . ScoopH, n'MfiKM iioni (he 
ot'onii, ( A ixfio/) Is ii Ifiipc la lit', | 

[). Pent, f'unihu’d : rlusi'd up 
10 Amphibioufi, ludoiiRiiiR ladh 
io lan<t and watt a*, ph, foupAti 
fni Loth s, and /'mjs, lih».) 
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Hence nil the good from opulence tliat springs^ 
'Wilih nil tlioso ills' snporflaons troiisnre brings, 

Are^ lioro clispIayGd* Their niuch-lovod ^voalih 
imparts 

CoiivoLiioncG, plent}^, elegance, and avis : 

805 But view them closer, craft and frniid appear; 

B'on liberty itself is bartered® here* 

At gokVs superior charms all freedom flies; 

The needy sell it, and the rich mini buys ; 

A land of tyrants, and a don of slaves, 

8K) Hero wrotclios seek dishonourable graves, 

And calmly bent*', to servitude conform, 

Ball as thoir lakes that slumber in the storm. 
Heavens ! how unlike thoir Bolgic® sires of old ! 
Rough, poor, content, ungovernably bold ; 

315 War in each breast, and freedom on each brow : 
flow much unlike the sons of Britain now I ' 

Fired at the sound, my genius spreads her wing, 
And flies whore Britain courts tho western spring; 
Whore lawns extend that scorn Arcadian® pride, 

320 And brighter streams than famed ilydaspcs^ glide, 
Tiiovo all around the gentlest breezes stray; 

There gentle music molts on every spray; 

Creation^s mildest charms are there conibiuod, 
H^lxtremes are only in the ma£ter\s® mind I 
825 Stern o^er each bosom Reason holds her state, 

With daring’ aims iiTOgulaidy great; 

Ik’ide in their port, defiauco in thoir eye, 

I SCO the lords of h umankind pass by ; _ 


1 Ills .—Supply ‘ ‘ whw*h * * 

2. Are.—Muflo to afjroo with 
♦ ‘ good ’ ^ and ‘ ‘ illn , ’ * though tho 
latter '\vordiH govornod by ‘ ‘ with/* 

3, D art erea, bought and aold 
[“ To barter** w to exchange one 
coininodity for anotljer without the 
modhim of money*] 

I. Calmly bent, yielding tftihely, 
hecniisfi inclined for jicaco, 

5, Belgic sires.— The aiiHcnt 


BolgU‘, wlio iiihuhitcd Bolghnn, 
Jlolljind, and the northern part of 

0. Arcadian,— Ait'iulia wftti nn 
ancient province of Greece, colchra** 
tod for itrt i^astoral inciurchquoiios*^. 

7. Hydaspes, tho Jelnnv, ono 
of tlio ilvo nvevft of tho Punjah. 
Hero Poriift waa defeated by Ab*x- 
andor tho Groat, 
h. The mast or, tho dweller. 
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Inteiifc ou liigli designs, a thoughtful band, 

830 By foinns iiufiishioiiecl, fresh from Nature’s 
Pierco in their ujitivo hardiness of soul, 

True to iuiagiaed right, abovo control, 

I VVhile e’en the peasant boasts these rights to scan, 
And leal’ us to von ora to himself as man. 

335 Thine, Preedoin, tbiuo the blessings pictured hore; 
Thine are those charms tliat dazzle and endear : 

Too blosfcb iudood, were such without alloy^ ; 

But fosbored oven bj^ Proodoin ills annoy j 
That indepeiideiioo Britons prize too high 
340 ICoops man from njau, and breaks the social tin; 

Tlio self-depondont lordlings stand alouo, 

All claims that bind and swooton life unknown: 

Hero by the bonds of nature feebly hold. 

Minds combat minds, repolling and reiiellod ; 

345 Perinents aiise, imprisoned factions roar, 
lieprest ambition struggles round her shore, 

Till, over-wrought, the goucral systmn feels 
Its motions btop, or frenzy firo the whouls. 

Nor this the woi^st. As nature’s ties decay, 

360 As duty, lovo, and honour fail to sway, 

Pictitious bonds, the bonds of wealth ^llKl law, 

Still gather strength, and force tinwilliiig awe, 
Hence all obedionoo bows to those ^dono, 

And talent sinks, and merit weeps unknown : 

855 Till time may como, when, stript of all hov charms, 
The land of scholars, and tho nurse of arms, 

Where noble stems transmit tho patriot llaiiio, 
Where kings have toiled, and pools wrote, for fame, 
One sink of level avarice® shall lie, 

SCO And scholars, soldiers, kings, unlionoiirod die. 

Yet 'think not, thus when Preodoin’s ills 1 Htato, 

I mean to flatter kings, or court t ho groat* 

l. Too blest, t<i Uu> liifrully ‘u jjieuJ 

height of uuo ’s wish . ii ii\i U wi I li ii ii hit tf< vm tf'um b b w’/j 

li. Alloy, mixtiiro of ovil. [Fr. II. One sink of level avrivice^ 
« la /<>(, tolaw* ‘‘Alloy’’ ojn' coannoii of 
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Yo powora of trutli filial bid my soul aspiro, 

Fur I'l’oin iny bosom drivo tbu low desire ; 

365 And lliou, fair Freedom, tawglitjaliko to feel 
The rabble’s rage, the tyraut’s angry steel; 

'I'hou transitory flower, iililco undone 
By proud coutompt, or favour’s fostering sun , 

Still may thy blooms the changeful clime endure ! 
370 I only would repress tliera to secure : /- ^ 

For just experience tells, in every soil, 

That those who think must govern those that toil ; 
And all that Freedom’s highest aims can reach, 

Ts but to lay proporliouod loads ou each. 

875 Hence, should one order disproportioned grow, 

Its double weight must ruin nil below. 

0 ! thou hoiv blind' to all that truth requires, 
Who think it freedom when a part aspires I 
Oalm i.s my soul, nor apt to riso in arms, 

380 Except when fast approaching danger warms ; 

But when coutonding chiefs blockade the throne, 
Ooutracting regal power* to stretch their own, 
When I behold a factions band agree 
To call it froodom when themselves are free, 

386 Each wanton- judge new penal statutes draw 
Laws grind tho poor, and rich men rule the law, 
The wealth of climes, where savage nations roam, 
Pillaged from slaves to purchase slaves at home ; 
Feai-fpity, justice, indiguatiou start, 

3y0 Tear off rosorvo’, and bare my swollihg heart ; 
Till half a patriot, half a coward grown, 

I fly from petty tyrants to tho throne. 

Yes, brother, cin\so with mo that baleful'' hour, 
Whon’first ambition struck at regal power ; 

395 And thus polluting honour in its souroo, 

Gave wealth to away tho mind with doublo force. 


1. How bUnd.-— Suiiply “ lu’o 

ttuy.” • . . 1 

i. Wanton, unTOrti'nincd ; un- 
soi'upulous ; caprieiott^. 
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Tear off reserve, inake lut' 
breuk tliwuiivlf natural ro«Jt.*vvG 
4. Baleful, woeful; l>e^uci<)u^. 
halo^ calamity,] 
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Have WQ uofc seeiii vound Bri ton's peopled slioro*, 
Her useful sons exchang'ed for useless oro ? 

Seen all lior trininplis but destruction Iiaste^ 

400 Like flcai’ing tapers brightening as they waste ? 

Seen Opulence^ her g’raiideur to maintain, 

Lead storn Depopulation in her Iraiuj 
And over fields where scattered liamlots rose, 

In barren solitary pomp repose ? 

405 Have wo nob seen at Ploasuro’s lordly calb 
Tiie smiling long-froquentod village fall 'r 
Beheld the duteous son, the sire decayed. 

The modesfc matron, and the blushing maid, 

Forced from their homes, a melaiiclioly train, 

410 To traverse climes beyond tlio western main ; 

Whore wild Oswego^ spreads hor swamps around, 
And Niagara^ stuns with fcliiindering sound ? 

Bkni now, perhaps, as there some pilgrim strays 
Through tangled forests and througdi dang'orous ways, 
415 Where beasts with man cliviclod onipiro claim, 

And the brown Indian^' marks with mdrderous aiiii* 
There, while above the giddy tompost flics, 

And all around distressful yells arise, 

The pensive exile, bonding with his woo, 

420 To stop too fearful, and too faint to go, 

Oasts a long look where BnglaiuVs glories sliinc, 
And bids his bosom sympathize with ininc\ 

Vain, very vain, my weary search to find 
That bliss which only centres in tho mind: 

425 Why havo I strayed from ploasiiro and repo -so, 

To seek a good each govcriiinont bestows ? 


I. Have we not seen —»Soo 77 ^' 

JlHift/rj jMo&iJti. 

yJ. Oswego, a rivex* of 
Toik, iMHuiajc from Lako Oockla 
md falling into Jjukc* Ontario. 

3. Niagara. — Tho oolohrated 

of the Nia;^{U‘a» u river of 
'forth Amenea, i8‘>iiing' from L*ike 

Id [ 


( Eriomid flowing' ncirtliwariN iiilo 
I Luko Oixtario. in Maid that 

the tl iimdr'i' of Niagara may bn 
I heaid for 111) xiiile u” 

' ‘ 1 . Blown Indian, the Tied 

J Tniliuns of Aiiuaiea. 7 ’lio diH^ 

1 eovnrriN of Aiixorir/i hc]iov(/d (liat 
eontnieul to he a poilioji of iiiilia, 
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In every goverumentj though terrors reigiij 
Though tyrant kings^ or tyrant laws restrain^ 

How small, of all that liivnaii hearts endure, 

430 That part which laws or kings can cause or cure ! 
Still to ourselves in every place consigned, 

Onr own felicity we make or find ; 

With secret course, \vhich no loud storms annoy, 
Glides the smooth current of domestic joy, 

43 B The lifted axe, the agonizing wheel', 

Luke's iron crown®, and Damien’s bed of steeP, 

To men remote from power but rarely known, 

Leave Eeason, Faith, and Oonscienco, all our own."^ 

Oliver Qoldamith{l12S-ll74,), 

7,— THE BBSERTEB VILLAGE , 

S^eet' l.iilburn'^ I I6ve|liest village 6£ | tho phiin, 
Where health and plenty cheered the labouring 
swain, 

Where smiling Spring its earliest visit paid, 

And parting Summer^s lingering blooms delayed j 
fl Dear lovely bowers'^ of innocence and ease, 

Seats of my youth, when every sport could please ; 


1, AgonUing wheel. — Tho 
wheel to whioK criininnlH wore 
formerly hound in orclor lo ho 
crushed to death. Tliin pnni»h- 
mout was called ** hrcalaiig on tho 
wheel/ ^ 

li, Luke’s Iron Grown. — ^Eor 
tho sake of metro tho poet has 
Biihstitutod Zt(Iio*s for GiOiye'^ii, 
Luko and George Zeoh wore two 
Hxingarian hrothers, who wore 
taken prisoners iu an attempt to 
raise an mBiirrcctiou against tho 
rulers of Hungaiy in 1514. 
George was made to sib on a red- 
hot iron throne and a rod -hot 
iron crown was placed on his 
head. His voins wore thou oi)oned 
and Luko was compelled to suck 


his blood. 

3 Damien’s bed of steel, — 
Robert ITran^ois Daniion attempt- 
ed to asBassinato Louis XV. of 
Franoo in 17o7. Dor this crimo 
ho was put to (loath with shocking 
oruolt3^ By ‘^bed of stcol” tho 
poet means tho rack. 

4. Auburn.— Snpuohed to bo 
the Irish villago of Lfesoy, of which 
the poofs brother Ilonry was 
ournto. But tho doscriptieu of tho 
viUago iu its liaimiest days is nioro 
applicable lo an English villago • 

6. Bowers, abodes; cottages. 
[A,-B. to dwell.] 

^ Of tho last ton lines all but 
linos 436 and 43C wore wriilc'n by 
Dr, Jolmsom 

HO 
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How oftoa have I loitered o^er fcliy green, 

Whore hmnble happiness endoai^ed each scene! 
How often have I paused on every cliarm, 

10 The sheltered cot’, tKo ciilfcivatod farm, 

The never-failing brook, the busy mill, 

The docent church that topt the neighbouring hill, 
The hawthorn bush, with scats beneath the shade, 
For talking* age'^ and whispering lovers made I 
16 How ofton havo I blessed the coming clay”, 

Whoa toil, remitting^ lout its turn to play, 

And all the village train, from labour free, 

Led up thoir sports beneath the spreading troo ! 
While many a pastime circled in the shade, 

20 The young contending, as the old surveyed ; 

And many a gambol frolickcMp o^cr tho ground, 

And sleiglits of art^ and feats o£ strength^ wont 
round ; 

And still, as each ropoatod pleasure tired, 
SiiGceoding sports (he mirthful band inspired ; — 

26 I’ho dancing pair that simply sought renown 
By holding out to tiro each other down j 
The swain, mistrustless® of his smutted^ face, 

While secret laughter tittoed round tlio place ; 

The bashful virgiu^s side-long looks of lovo, 

30 The matroids glanco, that would those looks reprove : 
These were thy charms, sweet village I sports like 
thes'o, 

With sweet succession, taught oven toil to please j 
1 heso round thy bowers their cheerful influonco shod, 
These were tliy charms — but all theso charms uro 
fled I 


1. Cot, a small oofctagfo ; a hut, 

2. Talking age, gairiilouK old 
people, 

3. The coming day, tho ap- 
pmaching holiday. 

4. Remiiiing, ceasing ; pausing. 

6 , Gambol xro licked, prank | 

SI 


was played, 

0 Sleights of art, skilful tricks. 

7, Peats of strength, imiHOiilav 

oxpltjitH. 

8. Misti usi less, uiiRuspioiouH ; 
luic'onscious, 

0, Smutted, blftokonod, 
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35 Sweet smiling village, loveliest of tlio lawn, 

Tliy sports aro tied, and alltby cbanns withdrawn ; 
Amidst thy bowers the tyrants hand' is seou^ 

And Desolation saddens all thy green : 

One only master grasps the whole domain^ 

40 And half a tdUigo stints thy smiling plain; 

No more thy glassy brook reflects the day^ 

But, choked with sedges", works its weary way ; 
Along thy glades', a solitary guest, 

The hollow-sounding^ bittern guards its nest; 

45 Amidst tby desert” walks the lap\ying^ flics, 

An d tiro s their ech o e s w i th u ixv ari c d e r ies ; 

Sunk are thy bowers in shapeless xmin all, 

And the long gra^s overtops the mouldering wall; 
And, trembling, shrinking from the apoder’s hjiiulj 
50 L^ar, far away thy children leave the land, 

III laves the land, to hastening ills a prey, 

Whore wealth® accnmnlaies, and meu decay ; 
Princes and lords may flourish, or may fade ; 

A breath can make them, as a breath has made ; 

55 Jhit a bold peasantry, their country's pride, 

When once destroyed, can never bo supplied. 

A time there was, ore linglaiid's griofs begJiUj 
When every ]’ood^ of ground maintained its man ; 
I'or him light Labour spread her wholesome store, 
60 Just gave what life required, but gave no more : 
His best companions, iiinoconco and health ; 

And his best inches, ignorance of wealth. 

But times are altered; Trade's unfeeling tram 
UsurjD the land, and dispossess the swain ; 


1. The tyrant’s hand, tho 
power o£ tho “ tyrant liindlord. 

2. Domain, estate. [Liit. thmi- 
niion, u doinxiiion.l 

:h Sedges, weeds; rusher., 
marsh grass. 

4, Glades, opouiiigs in a wood. 

5. Hollow-sounding, hooming. 

(i. Desert, deserted. 


7. Lapwing, tho plover or 

peewit, , 

8. Where wealth, &c,, where 

proixorty xxiissos into tho hainls of 
a few ixorsons, niid tho populution 
decreases. * 

9. Rood, the fourth part of an 
10, Trade’s unfeeling train, 

'unfoDliiig tradesmen , 
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05 Along* the lawn, whore scattered hamlets rose, 
Unwieldy wealth and cumbrous pomp repose, 

And every want to luxury allied, 

And. every pang that folly pays to prido. 

Those gentle hours that plenty bade to bloom, 

70 'IMioso calm desires that asked but lilfclo room, 

Those healthful sports that graced the pcaccfnl scojio, 
Livod in each look, and brightened all tlio greoJi ; 
These, far departing, seek a kinder sliore^, 

And rural mirth and manners arc no more, 

75 Sweet Auburn I parent of tlio blissful hour, 

Thy glades forlorn confess the tyrant's power* 

Here, as 1 take my solitary rounds, 

Amidst thy tangling* walks and ruined grounds, 

And, many a year elapsed, return tg view 
80 Where once the cottag'o stood, Uio Imwtliorn grciw ; 
Romeinbrance wakes with all her busy train, 

Swells at my breast, and turns the past to ]>aiu®, 

In all my wanderings round this world of enro, 

111 all my griefs — ^and God has given my share — 

86 I still had hopes, my latest hours to crown, 

Amidst these humble bowers to lay mo down ; 

To husband ont^ life's taper‘ at tho close, 

And keep tlio flame from wasting, by repose ; 

I still had hopes, for pride attends us still, 

90 Amidst the swains to show my bcjok-loarnod skill, 
Around my fire au ovouing group to draw, 

And tell of all I felt, and all I saw j 

And, as a hare, whom hounds and horns'^ pnrsno, 

Pants® to the placo from wlicnco at first slio flow, 

95 I still had hopes, my long vexatious past, 

ETere to roturn—'and die at home at hist, 


1. Seek a kinder shore, oiiii- 
^Q'ato to a more con gonial jilaro, 

2. Remembrance, &c Com- 
pare A hOiTowM crown of sor- 
row is remomhoriiig 3uii^l>ier 
things/’— 


3, Husband out, iiuiko fo lust, 
long hy care ; in-oiioini/c. 

•1. Life’s taper,— ]afn is com- 
pared to a candio, 

0 . Horns, himisimm, 

0, Pants, rims paulhig. 
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0 blosfc Retirouient, friend to liro\s decline, 
Retreats from care, that never must bo iiiino^ 

How blest is ho, who crowns\ in shades lilco these, 
100 A youth of labour with an age® of ease j 

Who quits a world where strong temptations try, 
And, since ^tis hard to combat, learns to fly ! 

For bim no wretches, born to work and weep, 
Explore tbo mine, or tempt the dangerous deep ; 

106 No surly porter stands, in guilty state, 

To spurn imploring famine® from the gatoj 
But on ho moves to meet his hitter end, 

Angels around befriending Virtuous friend j 
Sinks to the grave with unporceived decay, 

110 While resignation gently slopes the way ^ ; 

And, all his prospects brightening to the last, 

His heaven commcncoa ore the world bo past ! 

Sweet was the sound, when oft at evening's close, 
Up yonder hill the villago murmur rose. 

315 Tlioro, as I passed with careless stops and slow, 

The mingled notes camo softened from below ; 

The swain responsive as the milk-inaid sung, 

'fhe sober herd that lowed to moot their young, 

The noisy geese that gabbled o’er the pool, 

120 The playful children just let loose from school, 

The watch -clog^s voice that bayed the whispering wind, 
And the loud laugh that spoke the vacant® mind 
Those all in sweet confusion sought the shade, 

And filled each pause the nightingale had made, 

126 But noAv the sounds of population fail. 

No cheorful murmurs fluctiiato in the gale, 

No busy stops the grass-grown footway tread, 

But all the blooming flush of life is fled : 

All but yon widowed, solitary thing, 

130 That feebly bends beside the plasliy® sinuiig: 


Ik Crowns, cojnpletofl ; fiiutiheH. 

2. Age, old ago, 

3. Imploring famine, etarv- 
g Loggers. 


4. Slopes, Dialcof) easy. 

6. Vacant, free from anxiety. 
[Lai. racuufSy empty,] 

6. Flashy, puddly. 
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Slie^ wretched matron, forced in ago, for broad, 

To strip the bx'ook with mantling crosses^ spread, 

To pick her wintry faggot from the thorn, 

To seek her nightly shed, and woop till rnorii ; 

135 She only left of all tho hannless train. 

The sad historian of the pensive plain. 

Near yonder copse, whoro onco tho garden smiled, 
And still whore many a garden flower grows wild ; 
There, where a fow torn shrubs tho place disclose, 
140 The village preacher’s modest mansion rose. 

A man ho was bo all tho country dear. 

And passing^ rich with forty pounds a year ; 

Remote from towns he ran liis godly race, 

Nor e^er had changed, nor wished to change, his 
place^ } 

145 Unpractised^ he to fawn, or seek for power, 

By doctrinos fashioned to tho varying hour® ^ 

I'ar other aims his heart had loarncd to prix.e, 

More bent to raiso tho wretched than to rise. 

His house was known to all tho vagrant train® 

150 He chid their wanderings, bub roliovod thoir pain : 
The long-reinembored beggar was his guest, 

Whose beard descending swept bis aged breast ; 

The ruined spendthrift, now no longer proud, 
Claimed kindred tliore^ and had his claims allowed; 
156 The broken soldior, kindly bid to stay, 

Sat by his fire and talked tho night away ; 

Wept o^er his wounds, or, talcs of sorrow donoj 
Shouldered his crutch, and showed how fiokla wore 
won. 

Pleased with his guests, tho good man 1 oar nod to glow, 
160 And quite forgot their vices iu thoir woo ; 

1. Mantling creases, wator- 4. Unpractised he, howaw not 
cresses spreucUiig over tho hrook ticoufifcoiucd. 

— Ho was 

2. Passing, surpassingly ; ox- not a thiio -serving nnin, 

ceoai^ly. 0. Vagrant train, hands of 

3. Place, position. gipsies, strollors, 
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Careless tlaoir merits or their faults to scau, 

His pity gave oro cliai'ity began. 

Thus to relieve the ■wretched was his pride^ 

And oven his failing's leaned to Virtuous side; 

165 But in his duty prompt at every call^ 

Ho watched and wept, he prayed and felt, for all; 
And, as a bird each fond endearment tries, 

To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the skies, 

*^’1® oach art, reproved eacli dull delay, 

1/0 Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way. 

Boside the bed where parting life was laid, 

And sorrow, guilt, and pain, by turns dismayed®, 
Tlie reverend champion stood. At his control 
anguish fled the struggling soul; 

17o Comfort came down the trembling wretch to raise, 
Aiifl his last faltering accents whispered praise. 

At church, with moot and nnaffected grace, 

His looks adorned tho vonerttble place ; 

Truili from his lips prevailed with double sway, 

ISO And fools, who camo to scoff, roniainod to pray, 

The service^ past, around tho pious man. 

With steady zeal, euch honest rustic ran ; 

Ev^n children followed with endoaring wile, 

And pluckod his gown, to share tho good man^s 
smile. 

186 His ready smile a parentis warmth expressed, 

Their welfare phrased him, and their cares disfcresaod. 
To tlnun his heart, his love, his griofs wore given, 
But all his serious tli oughts had rest in heaven. 

As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 

100 Swells from tho vale, and midway leaves the storm, 
Though round its breast tho rolling clouds aro 
spread, 

Eternal sunshine settles on its head. 


1, New-fledged, nowly 
Hod with foathors, 

:2. Dismayed.— Supply 


ftup- dying mail/’ JJiHimyrd litor- 
ally means, ‘doprivodof mu/hL*'] 
*‘the Z, Service, church ‘^orvico. 
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Beside yon straggling fence fcliat skirts tlio way, 
Witli blossomed furze improfitably gay^j 
196 sphere, iu bis noisy mansion®, skilled to rule. 

The village master taught his little school : 

A man severe be was, and stern to view 
I know him well, and ovory truant'^ knew; 

Well had tho boding® tremblers ioarned to tracta 
200 The day^s disasters in his morning lace; 

Pull well they laughed with counterfeited glue 
At all Ins jokes, for many a joko had lio j 
Pul] well tho busy whisper, circling roniul, 
Convoyed tho dismal tidings when lio frowned : 

205 Yet he was kind, or, if severo in aught, 

The love he bore to learning was in fault; 

The village all d( 3 dared how much he know ; 

^Twas certain lio could write, and cijiher^ too; 

Lands lie could moasuro, tonus and tides pn^sago, 
210 And evon tho story ran that ho could gaugc'^ } 

In arguing, too, tho parson owned liis skill, 

For, oven tliougli vanquished, ho could arguo still ; 
While words of learned length and thundering sound 
Amazed the gazing® rustics rinigiMl ui'oiind ; 

216 And still they gazod, and still tho wonder grow, 
That one small head could carry all lie know. 

But past is all his fame. Tho very spot, 

Where many a time ho triumphod, is forgot. 

Near yonder thorn, that lifts its head on high, 

220 Where onco tho sign-post caught tho passing eye, 
Low ^ lies that house where nut-brown draughts® 
inspired, 

Where grey-board mirth and smiling toil retired, 

1. Unprofitably gay, bonvin^* 5. Boding, aiiliuipaliiiK a 
biopoiiiH, biifc no Iriiifc or soed for [luotio. 

Gating. a. Cipher, do himiH in iirifcli* 

3, Mansion, Kcliool-luiuso 7. Gauge, inoaHin'o thrconLOJitH 

8, Stern to vie W| stern -loulvlng. of a r/islc 

4, Truant, a Imy who abRcoiidH H. Gazing, giipijig \\ itlMvojulri*. 

fiom stOiofd. [Fr tnituvf, a U. NiU ’blown diaugiuti, 
ivaiuloi'ing beggar,] ilraughlH of Wnnvu nlf>. 

«7 
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Where village stateameii^ talked with looks profoundj 
And news much older than their ale wont round. 

226 Imagination fondly stoops to trace 

The parlour splondoLirs of thfit festive place ; — 

The white-washed wall, tho nicely-sanded floor, 

The varnished clock that clicked behind the door j 
The chest contrived a doiiblo debt to pay, 

230 A bed by night, a chest of drawers by day j 
The pictures placed for oruainent and use, 

The twelve good rules^, the royal game of goose”; 
Tho hearth, except when winter chilled the day, 

With aspen* boughs, and flowers, and fennel®, gay; 
235 While broken toa-cups, wisely kept for show. 

Ranged o^or the chimney, glistened in a row* 

Vain transitory splendours ! could nob all 
Reprieve'^ the tottering mansion from its fall? 
Obscure it sinks, nor shall it more impart 
240 An hour*s importance to the poor maii^s heart. 
Thither no more the peasant shall repair 
To sweet oblivion of his daily care; 

No moro the farmer's news, tho barbo^^s talo, 

No more tho woodinan*s ballad shall prevail; 

245 No more the smith his dusky brow shall clear, 

Relax his ponderous strength, and lean to hear ; 

The host himself no longer shall be found 
Oareful to see the mantling bliss go round; 

Nor tho coy maid, half willing to bo presb, 

250 Shall kisa’^ the cup to pass it to the rest. 

Yes I lot the rich derido, the proud disdain, 

Thoso simplo blessings of tlio lowly train ; 

1. Statesmen, poliHciana. 'I. Aspen, tho poplar. 

2. The twelve good rules, — 6, Fennel, a pltnifc inuoh used 

Said to have boon drawn up for for ilccomtiou, It has a pungent 
public tavoros by Oharlea I. amoll. 

8, Royal game of goose, a (5. Reprieve, aavo. [Litorally, 
game reaembling baok^gainmou, delay the execution of,] 

On oertain divisions of tho board ,7. Kiss the cup, touch it with 
a goose was painted, houoo the her lips to make tho oontouts 
name, Bwoefcor- a chivalrous notion, 
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To me more dear, congenial to my heart, 

One native charm, than all the gloss of art: 

265 Spontaneous joys, wliero Nature has its play, 

The soul adopts, and owns their first-born s^Y«y j 
Lightly they frolic o'or tho vacant mind, 

Unenvied, unmolested, iinconfined : 

But the long ponip^ the midnight masquerade', 

260 With all the freaks of wanton wealth arrayed,— 

In these, ere triflers half their wish obtain. 

The toiling pleasure sickens into pain ; 

And, ev^n while Pashiou^s brightest arts docoy% 

Tho heart distrusting asks if this bo joy ? 

265 Ye fripnds to truth, yo statesmen, wlio survey 
The rich man^s joys increase, tho poor's dcca), 

'Tis yours to judge how wide the limits staiKp 
Between a splendid and a happy laiuh^ 

Proud swells the tide with loads o£ freighted ore, , 
270 And shouting Polly hails thorn from lier shore ; 
Hoards, evbi beyond the miser's wish, abound, 

And rich inon Hook from all the world aroniid. 

Yet count our gains. This wealth is but a name 
That leaves our iisofnl products still iho same. 

275 Not so the loss. The man of woalLli and pritlo 
Takes up a space that many poor sujiplicd ; 

Space for his lake, his park's extonded bounds, 
Spaco for his horses, equipage, and liounds ; 

Tho robe that wraps his limbs in silkon sloth [growth ; 
280 Has robbed tho neighbouring fields of half thoir 
His seat, where solitary sports are scon, 

Indignant spurns tho coliago from the groen ; 
Around tho world each needful product flies, 

Por all tho luxuries the world RupjdicB^ j 

1. Masquerade, a ball nt 4< Around ihc world, Ao — 

which masks and fancy cobLuiiiob Political oounoniiBlH may diainite 
arc worn, IhoATkiom, tliat laxiiiy is hui’tfiii to 

2. Decoy, lure into a Piinro; on- nations j hwl noblsmith has an 
tioo* [Erom dttefr, and fuy, ncngo.3 advocate in tho fnolinpjH of tlio 

8, How wide the limits heart, which yield a spoil fcaiioonn 
stand, what a great difforeiioo fifl?!ont lo iho princijdos ho inciil- 
tlioro is. cat 08 .’* — Ghmnhcra* /;7ici/cZoprrfIm. 
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285 While thus tlie laud^ aclorueclfor pleasure all; 

In barren splendour feebly waits the fall. 

As some fair female; unadorued and plain, 

Seeiiro to please while youth confirms her reign, 
Slights every borrowed charm that dress suppheS; 
290 Nor oliares with art tho triumph of her eyes ; 

But when those charms are past; for cliarnis aro frail; 
Who 11 timo advances; and whoa lovers f.iil, 

She then shines forth, solicitous to bless. 

In all tho glaring impotenco^ of dress : 

29«) Thus fares tho land, by luxury betrayed; 

Tu Naturo^s siinplost charms at first arrayed; 

But verging to deolino, its sploiulours vise. 

Its vistas® strike, its palaces surprise; 

While, scourged by faunne, from tho smiling Innd 
300 Tho mournful peasant leads his humble band; 

And while ho sinks, without one arm to save, 

Tho country blooms — a garden and a grave I 
Whero tlioii, ah I where sliall poverty rosido. 

To 'scape tho pimsnro of coiitiguuiis'^ pride ? 

306 If to somo common's* fenceless limits strayed, 

Ho drives his flock to pick the scanty blade, 

Those fenceless fields tho sons of woiilth divide. 

And ev'n tho bare -worn common is denied. 

^ If to tho city sped — what waits him there? 

310 To see profusion that he must not share ; 

To see ton thousand baneful® arts oombinod 
To pamper® luxury and tliin mankind; 

To see each joy, the sons of pleasuro know, 
hJxtorted from his follow- creature's woo : 


1. Impotence, iiieflEfictivo nid. 
[Lafc. i/i, not, and powor- 

fuL] 

3, Viata, a viow oi» pi-ospocL 
tlu’Ough an avenuo offc^oois. fLnt 
viffeo, I seed 

3, Contiguoua, adjmiingj 

uoighboiu’ing [Lat. caa. and fango, 

'90 


I tonoli,] 

4, Common, land cmaaio?! to 
all, and thoioforo nob foncorl off. 

5. Baneful, injiiriouB} dostnio* 
tivo, [Bane, poison,] 

0. Pamper, feed luxuriously j 
gratify, [Lat. jiawpnuM, a vino- 
leaf.] 
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315 Here while the courtier glitters in brocado; 

There the pale artist^ plies the sickly trade; [display, 
Here while the proud their long-drawn pomps 
There the black gibbei*^ glooms beside ibo way ; 

Tho dome where Plcasuro holds her midnight roigu, 
320 Hero, richly decked, admits tho gorgeous train : 
Tumultuous grandeur crowds the blazing squaio. 

The rattling chariots^ chish, the torcliue glare. 

Sure scenes like theso no troubles annoy ! 

Sure theso clenoto ouo universal joy 1 — [oyes 

325 Aio these thy sorious thonglils? — Ah, turn thine 
Where the poor houseless shivering feirmle lies; 

She, once, perhaps, in village plenty blest, 

Has wept at tales of iuiioccnoo distrest; 

Her modest looks tho cottage might adorn, 

380 Sweet as the primroso poops Ijcnoath ilio thorn ; 

Now lost to all — her friends, her virliie, ilod — 

Near her betrayer's door she lays hor head, [shower, 
And, pinched with cold, and shrinking from Urn 
W^ith heavy heart doploros that lueddoss hour, 

335 When idly* first, ambitions of the town, 

She loft her wheeP and robes of country brown^ 

Do thine, sweet Auburn, Lhino, the loveliest train, 
Do thy fair tribes^ particijiato her pain ? 
hjvhi now, perhaps, by cold and liiuigor h'll, 

340 At ]3roud mon^s doors thoy ask a litilo bi-ead I 
All, no I To distant climes, a dreary scoiio, 

Where half the convex world intrudos bciwoon, 
Through torrid tracts with fainting stops they gen 
AVhere wild Altama® murmurs io ihoir woo^ 


1. Artist, artisan; inochaiiio. 

•2, Gibbet, gailowB, 

3 1 Chariots, oavriagos, 

4 . Idly, thonghtlossiy. 
d* Wheel, Hpmtiing whool, 

6. Robes of country brown, 
liei* russet gowns. 


V. Fair tribes, funmlo inhtilnU 
aiUs. 

^ 8 , Altnma, or Alutiuunljii, a 
rhor in (Jeorgia, NuitL AnjoricUi 
U. To their woe-- “To’' Imro 
tloijotoH con 08J mini on ay, Biinul- 
I tiiiioouBUcss, or nci'oiu]uiuitm'iil* 

bl' 
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345 Far different there from all that charmed before 
The various terrors of that horrid shore; — 

Those blazing* suns that dart a downward ray, 

And fiercely shed intolerable day ; 

Those matted woods, whore birds forgot to sing, 

860 But silent bats in drowsy clustei^s cling; 

Those poisonous fields, with raiik^ luxuriance crowned, 
Whore the dark scorpion gathers death around; 
Where at each step the stranger fears to wake 
The rattling terrors of the vengofnl snake ; 

365 Whore croaching tigers^ wait their hapless prey, 
And savage men, more murdorons still than they; 
While oft in whirls the mad tornado'’ flies, ^ 
Mingling the ravaged landscape with the skies. 

Far diiferont thoso from every former scene, — 

360 The cooling brook, the gn-assy-vestod green, 

The breezy covert of the warbling grove, 

That only sheltered thefts of harmless love. 

Good Heaven I what sorrows* gloomed that part- 
ing day, 

That called thorn from their native walks away; 

365 When the poor exiles, every pleasure past, 

Hiingi'ound the bowers, and fondly looked their last, 
And took a long farewell, and wished in vain 
For seats like these beyond tho western main® ; 

And, shuddering still to face tho distant deep, 

370 Returned and wept, and still returned to weep ! 

The good old sire the first prepared to go 
To new-found worlds, and wept for obheiV woo ; 

But for himself, in conscious virtue bravo, 

He only wished for worlds beyond tho grave, 


1. Rank, ooarao j exuboranfc. 

2. Tigers —There are no tigers 
m America except tlio jogimr. 

^ 3. Tornado, a wlurtwindj a hur- 
ricaiio i a ryclono, [From turn J 
4. What sorrows. — Jiigration 
- to Amenca was looked upon ns a 
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groat hardship in Golds mifch^s 
timo, owing to tho various 
torroi'B of that horrid shoi'o.** 
These '^oiTors ” have now been 
considerably mitigated. 

6. Western main, the Atlantic 
Ocean, 
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THE PBSRRTED VILLAGE. 


2o3 


875 His lovely dauglitGiL lovelier in her tcarB^, 

The fond companion of liia helpless yonrSj 
Silent went next, negioctful of lior charms, 

And left a lover^s for a father’s arms. 

With louder plaints the mother spoko her woes, 

380 And blessed the cot where every ploasuro roso 3 
And kissed hor thoughtless babes with many a tear. 
And clasped them closo, in sorrow doubly demvj 
Whilst her fond husband strove to lend relief 
In all the silent manliness of grief. 

385 0 Luxury I thou curst by Heaven’s docroo. 

How ill exchanged are things like theso lor tlieo ! 
How do thy potions®, with insidious® 

Diffuse tboir pleasures only to destroy ! 

Kingdoms by theo, to sickly greatness grown, 

390 Boast of a florid vigour not ilioir own j 

At every draught moro large and largo tlicjy grow, 

A bloated mass of rank unwieldy woo; 

Till, sapped* their stvongih, and every part unsound, 
Down, d.own they sink, and spread a ruin romicD 
395 Evhi now the devastation is begun, 

And half the husiiiess of destruction done ; 

Bv^n now, motlihiks, as pondering hero I standj 
I see the rural Virtues leave the land. 

Down where yon anchoring® vessel spronds tlio sail, 
400 That idly waiting flaps® with every galo. 

Downward they move, a melancholy hand, 

Pass from the shore, and darken all the BtraiuV, 
Contented Toil, and liosintablo Caro, 

And kind connubial 3’ondornoss® are there 5 


1 . Lovelier in her tears. Of. — 
** And lovo 18 loveliest when oin** 
bahned in tears.” — jS'cotL 
S. Potions, clmiights. fLafe. 
potOi I di'ink j 

3- Insidious, iroachorons. [Iiafc. 
an ambush } from m, and 
5 cc 7 e 0 , J ftifc,] 


4, Sapped, undormliiod 
6, Anchoring, l;yii)i' ul mirhor. 
0. Plapa, flnttm-H in the wnHl, 

7 Strand, boiu'li. 

8. Connubial icmlcinoBS, 
IdudiioBH nliown by man juui wifo 
to earli oUiov, fljiit, ainl 

HI' to, 1 nm vry,] 
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405 And Piety with wishes placed above, 

And steady Loyalty, and faithful Ijovc, 

And thou, Rwoofc Poetry I tliou lovoliosb nmid,' 
Still first to fly wlioro^ sensual joys invade ; 

Unfit, in tbeso degenerate tiinos of sliamo, 

410 To catch the heart, or strike for honest fnino; 
Dear chainniug nymph, nogloctod and dooriod^ 

My shame in crowds, my solitary pride; 

Thou saui’oo of all my bliss, and all my wots 
That fonniVst mo poor at first, and koop'sb mo so; 
415 Thou guide by wliieli the nobler arts excel, 

Thou nurse of every virtue, fare tho (3 well! 
Furowoll I and oh! whoroT»r thy voice bo IricMl, 

On Torno^s cliffs’^, or Pambamavoa’s® side, 

\\ hetlior whore equinoctial forvours glow, 

420 Or Winter wraps the polar world in snow, 

Still lot thy voice, prevailing over time, 

Redress* the rigours of the iiiclonionb climoj 
Aid slighted Truth with thy porsnasivo strain ; 
Teach erring' man to spurn the rage of gain ; 

425 fi^oach him, that states, of native strong tli ))ossost, 
Though very poor, may still bo very blest; 

That Trade’s proud ompiro hastes to swift decay i 
As Ocean swoops the laboured molo*^ away ; 

While 8f3lf* dependent power can Time defy, 

430 As rocks resist the billows and tho sky.-J^ 


1. .Where, f om tlio pliico 
wlioro, 

2. Torno*s cliffs, “ tho iK'iprhta 
around Ltiko a^oi'n<*a in tho ov. 
tremo uorth oi Sweden.” 

3. Pam bam area, one of tho 
summits of the Andes near Quito, 
in South Amerion^ 


Oliver GohUmith (1728-1774), 

4 Recli’css, allnvhifco ; untiguto. 

5. Laboured mole, jiior oixu'fc* 
od witli inuoh hihimr, 

■*' TIio last fotir Jiuos wore utldod 
by Di% John sou, 

“ 'ihr Jhserlcil Villai/o -was pul^- 
lialiod in May, 1770, six yeiu'H aftor 
The Travellev,** 
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MY MOTIIBR^S PIOTUTIK- 


ZOO 


8.— 03 Sr THE HSaElBT OF MY MOTHER'S PICTURE/ 


6 THAT I those Kps I badlanlguago t Lifo | liaspdsaod 
With me but roughly since X heard thoe lasfc\ 

Those lips are tliine— thy own sweet smilo I seo^ 
The same that oft in chikUioocl solaced me; 

5 Voice only fails, elso how distinct they say, 

Grieve not, my childj cliaso all thy fears away 
The meek intelligenco of thoso dear eyos 
(Blest be the art that can iinmortali^so, 

The art that baffles^ Timers tyrannic claim 
10 To quench it!) hero shinos on mo still tho same* 
Faithful remembrancer' of one so dear, 

0 welcome guest, though unexpected hero I 
Who bidd^st mo honour with an artless song, 
Affoctionate, a mother lost so long, 

15 1 will obey, not willingly filouo, 

But gladly, as the precept^ wove her own : 

And, while that face renews my filial griof, 

Fancy shall weave a charm for my voliof — ^ 

Shall steep mo in Elysiau^^ reverie, 

20 A moineutary dream, that tlion art she. 

My mother I when 1 learnt that thou want dead, 
Say, wast thou conscious of tho tears I shod? 
Hovered thy spirit o'er thy sorrowing son, 

Wretch even then, life’s journey just begun ? 

25 Perhaps thou gav'st mo, though unfolt, a kiss j 
Perhaps a tear, if souls can woop in bliss — ■ 


1. Seut to tho poot by his couaiii, 
Anno Bodhain, Fobritavy 25, X790, 
To Lauy Ileshot-h ho wroto (April 
30, 1790) ; — “ I’ho GonoraUs np^* 
probation of my ploturo vorscB 
gave mo nmoh ploasuvo, I wroto 
them not withoiit loarg ; thoroforo, 
I presumo, it may bo that they ai'o 
felt by others, Shoukl Jio olTor 
mo my father’s picturo, 1 shall 
gladly accept it. A molnnoholy 
pleasure is bettor than none-- nay 


verily, bettor tliim numt.*’ 

2. Since I heard Uicc hua,- 
Tho poot wiiH {>nly sl\ ytmiH old 
when Ilia mother dieil. Ho wfio 
llffcyniino wJion ho ^violir uim 


pooim 

3, Dnffleo, fruHli'nloo. 

4, Rcnicnihranccr, nMOUOMfo. 

5, Precept, omniimioh 

(i, KJyfllan, yiehUng Ho' 

oflt plofiMHH). M-ot. 1 

nhodo ol Uio hlomotfi oHnf 
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All, thfii/ itiatGrnal smile! it answers — Yes. 

I heard the bell tollecl on thy burial day, 

I saw the hearse that boro thee slow away, 

30 And, turning from my nursery window, drew 
A long, long sigh, and wept a last adieu 1 
But was it such ?— It was. — Where thou art gone, 
Adieus and farewells are a sound uuhnowu. 

May I but meet thee on that peaceful shore, 

3o The parting word shall pass my Ups no more I 
Thy maidens, grieved themselves at my concern, 

Oft gave me promise of thy quick roturn. 

What ardently I wished [ long behoved, 

And, disappointed still, was still deceived. 

40 By expectation every day beguiled. 

Dupe of io-morroxo even from a child. 

Thus many a sad to-morrow came and wont, 

Till, all my stock of infant sorrows spent, 

I learnt at last submission to my lot, 

46 But, though I less deplored thee, neVr forgot, 

Where once wo dwelt' our name is heard no more, 
Oliildren not thine have trod my inirsoiy floor ) 

And where the gardener Robin, day by day, 

Drew mo to school along the piiblio way, 

50 Dolighbed with my bauble® coach, and wrapped 
111 scarlet mantle warm, and velvet capped, 

^Tis now become a history little known. 

That once wo called the pastoral house our own. 
Short-lived possession 1 but the record fair, 

55 That memory keeps of all thy kindness there. 

Still outlives many a storm, that has effaced 
A thousand other themes less deeply traced. 

Thy nightly visits to my chamber made, 

That thou mightst know me safe and warmly laid \ 
60 Thy morning bouutioa ore I left my home, 

Tlio biscuit or confectionary plum ; 

1. Tlio vootoiy at Great I 2, Bauble, toy; gewgaw. [Fr, 

liampsteacl, where ho was horn. I hahiole, a haby-tbingj 
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Tho fragTant waters on my clieebs bestowed 
By tby own band^ till fresh they shone and glowed : 
All tbis^ and more endearing* still than all, 

05 Thy constant flow of love, that knew no fall, 

Ne’er rougbened by those cataracts and breaks 
That hnmoav^ interposed too often makes j 
All tins still legible ia memory’s page, 

And still to be so to my latest ago, 

70 Adds joy to duty, makes me glad to pay 
Such honours to thee as my numbers may j 
Perhaps a frail memorial, but sincore, 

Not scorned in Heaven, though little noticed hero. 

Oould Time, his flight reversed, restore tho hoiii’s, 
75 AVhen, playing with thy vesture’s® tissued® flowers, 
The violet, tho pink, and jessamine, 

I pricked them into paper with a pin 
(And thou wast liappior than mysolf the while, 
Wouldst softly speak, and stroke my head, and 
smile), — 

80 Oould those few pleasant days again appear, 

Alight one wish bring them, would I wish them here ? 
I would not trust my heart*— the dear dolight 
Seems so to be desired, perhaps 1 might, — 

But no — wbat here wo call our life is such, 

85 So little to be loved, and thou so much, 

That I should ill requite theo to constrain 
Thy unbound spirit into bonds again, 

flfliou, as a gallant bark from Albion^ s coast 
(The storms all weathered and tho ocoan crossed), 

90 Shoots into port at some well-haveued’* isle, 

Whore spicos broatho, and brighter seasons smile, 
There sits quiescent® on tho floods, that show 
Elor beauteous form reflected clear below, 

1. Humour, bad tompor, ffood Imi'boiir, [“llavoij** and 

2. Vesture, dress j gannoii I . ‘ lioavim*' avo coniiooted wifh 

Tissued, intonvovon, L^jati heave,'] 

t\>'erey to weave.] 6. Quiescent, m a state of.i’c- 

J. Well havened, having a ? iinse, [Lat. <j«iesoo,I keep rpiiut ] 
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While airs impregnated* with incense plaj' 

95 Around her, fanning light her streamers’ gay ; 

yo thou, with sails how swift I hast reached the shore, 
"Where tempests never beat nor billows roar j " ® 
And thy loved consort on the dangerous tide 
Of life long since has anchored by thy side. 

100 But me, scarce hoping to attain that rest. 

Always from port withhold, always distressed, — 

Me howling blasts drive devious, tempest-tossed. 
Sails ripped, seams opening wide, and compass lost, 
And day by day some cnrreiit*s thwarting force 
105 Sots mo more distant from a prosperous course. 

Bub oh, the thought, that thou art safe, and he 1 
That thought is joj^, .arrive what may to me. 

My boast is not that I deduce my birth 
From loins enthroned, and rulers of the earth* ; 

110 Bub higher far my proud pretensions rise— 

The son of parents passed into the skies. 

And now, farewell 1 — Time uni’ovoked has run 
His wonted course, yet what I wished is done. 

By contemplation’s help, nob sought in vain, 

115 1 seem to have lived my childhood o’er again j 
To have renewed the joys that once were mine. 
Without the sin of violating thine ; 

And, while the wings of fancy still are free, 

And I can view this mimic show of theo, 

120 Time has but half succeeded in his theft— 

Thyself removed, thy power to soothe me loft,* 

TKiViirtw Cni vpev (17314832) . 


1, Impregnated, fillocl. [fitit. 

for and pregnant.] 

2, Streamers, flags floTving in 
the wind. 

,a. Quoted from Sir SaTciuol 
Garth’s poem “ On Death.*’ 

4. Rulers of the earth*-r- 
** Cowper’s motliGi* waa descended 
from the several nohlc hoiiaes of 
West, Knollys, Oai’ey, Bullon,, 


[ llowai’d, and Mowbray j and so by 
four different linos from Uomy 
III,, King of England,’* — Hales, 

* “ Cowpor says that ho had 
move pleasure in writing this pobm 
than any other of his oxoQ]jt one, 
that one * nd dressed to a lady (Mra. 
Unwin), wilo has supplied to mo 
the place of jny own mother •*-iny 
own invalnnblo mother— those six- 
and-twouty years.* ’’—I/fi/os. 
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PART II ] BliEaY WRITTEN IN A CIIUBCIIYARD, 


asy 


9.— ELEGY WRITTBlir IN A COUNTRY 
OHUBCHYARD.< 


]. The oui-lfew* t61ls | tliekndll® ] ofpai-L|ing day j 
The lowing herd wind slowly o’er tho lea ; 

The ploughman homeward plods® his weary way, 

And leaves tho world to darkness and to mo. 

2. Now fades tho glimmoring" landscape on. the sight, 
And all the air a solemn stillness holds’ ; 

Save whore tho beetle wheels his droning llight, 

And drowsy tiuklings'' lull tho distant folds : 

8. Save that from yonder ivy-iuantlod tower, _ 

Tho moping’® owl does to tho moon coinphiiu 
Of such as, wandering near hor .secret bower, 
Molest” hor anoiont solitary roign. 

4, Bonoath those rugged elm.s, that yow-troo’s’® shade, 
VVhero hoavestho turf in many a mouldoring heap , 
Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, 

The rude'* forefathers of tho liamlot ° moop- 


1. Curfew, a lioll rung in 
Norraan J3nglaiul, at 8 p.tn,, as a 
signal for pnfciing out all fu’os and 
lights. [Fr. courro^fau, oovor lire,] 

2. Knell, (Icath-sigiml j passing 
bell. 

3. Parting, cloparfchig} dying. 

4. Lea, lias til ro -land j meadow. 

5. Plods, trudgc.9} walks aa if 
tired. 

0. Glimmering, boooniUig 
fainter and faiatori fading away 
[Fi’oqueiitativo of gleamj] 

7. Tho order is : — A solouiii fttiH- 
noss holds all tho air. 

8. Droning, making a dull 
huzKiug Bound, like n droiio. 

9. Tinklings, tho jingling of 
tho boil round tho nook of tho 
hnll-wotlier, which loads tho Hook. 

10. Moping, dull i gloomy, 

11, Molest, disturb. [Fjat, moUay 
trouble, labour, distress.] 


'13. Yew^ree, a troa often 
planted in grave-yards. 

L3. Mouldering heap, grave- 
mound. 

14. Rude, .migli} unpulimiocl, 
[Lat, rudidi in a natural statoO 

15. Hamlet, a small villngo. 
rfiril, hattif homo, ami 

’ * Tliia has lung hium coiiHidoi’Od 
ouQ of ibo noblest juionis in tho 
English hingiingo. It was com- 
inoiicod in Novomber lV42 ami 
llnishod in Juno 1750. General 
WoKo is reported to bavodeolarod 
to Ilia ()flloor.s, tlio night heforo iio 
foil, that lie would rather bo tlui 
author of fhis pomn than take 
(Juelmc. The cdiurehj'ard tho 
poet bad in view wan, it in guner- 
ally boliovod, thatof Rioko Pngifl, 
itt IJiiokiugiuunHliiro, where lie 
lies buried by the side of his 
mothor. 
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5. 'I’he breezy call ol mcouse-breatlimg morn. 

The swallow twittering from tho straw-built shed, 
The codecs shrill clarionS or tho echoing horn, 

No moro shall rouse them from tlieir lowly bed, 

T), For thorn no more tho blazing hoarth shall burn, 

Or busy housewife ply her evening care ; 

No children run to lisp their siro^s return, 

Or climb his knees tho envied® kiss to share. 

7. Oft did the harvest to their sickle yield, 

Their furrow” oft tho stubborn globo^ has broke ; 
How jocund” did they drive their team” a-field ! 

How bowed the woods beneath tlieii' sturdy 
stroke ! 

8. Lot not Ambition^ mock their useful toil, 

Their homely joys, and destiny ob'cure; 

Nor Omndeur hear, with a disdainful smile, 

The short and simple annals” of the poor. 

9. The boast of hoi'aldry®, the pomp of jiowor, 

And all that beauty, all that wealth o’er gave. 
Await alike tho inevitable^® liouv ; 

Tho paths of glory lead — but to tho grave, 

10, Nor you, yo Proud, impute to those the fault, ^ 

If Memory o*er their tomb no trophies^^ raise, 
'Where, through tho long-drawn aisle^® and fretted 
vault'” 

The pealing aulhem swells tho note of praise. 


1. Clarion, Blirill iioto, fLat. 
c7ar«s, oloau] 

2* Envied, co voted. 

3. Fur row j iiloiigljfihai’o, 

4. Glebe, soil ; church -land. 

[Lat. iilcha, soil.] 

5. Jocund, ohoorfully. [liat. 
Joc\i8, a joko.] 

0, Team, tno or more horses or 
other beasts of burdon harnessed 
together. 

7. Ambition, nmhitious men. 


8. Annals, account of their 

lives. [Lilt, a year.] 

9. Heraldry, tho art of record- 
ing gonoa logics and blazoning 
arms or armorial onsigns. 

10. Inevitable, unavoidable j 
that which muab coino to all, 

11. Trophies, moniunonfca. 

12. Aisle, pasengo in a ohuroh. 
[Lat. «?a, a wing,] 

13. Fretted vault, onmmonted 
arched i^ooP. 


100 



11. Can storied urn' or ammaceu uuau 

Back to its mansion call tlio fleeting breath? 
Oaii Honour^s voice provoke® the silent diist^ 

Or Flattery sootho the dull cold oar of death ? 

12. Perhaps in this iiGgleotecl spot is laid 

Some heart onco pregnant^ with celestial firo^ ; 
Hands that the rod of empire might havo s^vayod, 
Or waked to ecstasy tho living lyre® : 

13. But Knosvlodgo to their eyes her ample page, 

Rich with the spoils of Tiino^ did iio’er unroll ; 
Chill Penury^ repressed® their noble viig'o, 

And frozo the genial ourveut of tho sonP. 

14. Full many a g'om of j:)urest ray sorono 

The dark nnfabhomed caves of ocean boar ; 

Full many a flower is boiMi to blush unsooii, 

And waste its swootnoss on tho desert air^^. 


15, Some village Hampden^', thatj with dauntless breast^ 
The little tyrant of his fields withstood ; 

Some mute inglorious Miltou^^ here may rest; 

Some OromwolP®, guilbloss of his country^S blood* 


1. Slqriedurn* avoasel holding 
the aaheH of tho dead and hearing 
an ingoripfcion of tbo dead por8on*8 
history, 

2, Animaled, lifo-liko. 

8. Provoke, call forth. [TToro 
used in a good soneo, hat, jjjj’o, 
forth, and roco, I call.] 

4 Pregnant, fllled. [Lat. 
heforoj and ^Gnerc, to hogot,] 

6. Celestial fire, tho divmo 
spirit of poetry. 

6. Living lyre, living power 
of mnsic, 

7. Penmy, poverty. [LnU 
^enuria^ Gi% poaoniat, to toil.] 

8. Repressed, onvhcdj ro- 

strained. 

9. Genial current, &c , tho 
oheorful disposition natural to 
them. 
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10* Desert air, air of somo ol>- 
senro ])lneo, 

11. Village Hanopden, aomo 
villager aa fonrlosH in iiisHinall 
way aw John Ifanipdon, >^ho 
rosisLod tho paymoiit of llioillognl 
ta^c eallod "aliip^monoy ” loviod 
by Clmi’loH I., 1087. 

13, Mule inglorious Milton, 
aomo one end owed hy Katiiro 
with tho jioctio faculty to tho 
same o.vtoiitns Milton, hat obliged 
to roninin nnilo and ingloriotm cm 
aoooniil; of want oi 1 ('an dug. 

13. Some Cromwell, j-oino 
ono who would havo disiinginKhod 
himnclf in war an much as Oroni- 
well, but who, not having tUo 
opportunity, died without slain ing 
his liandM with tho Idood of Ids 
country moil, 
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16. TliG applause of listening senates^ to command, 

The threats of pain and ruin to despise^ 

To scatter plenty o’er a smiling Liud^ 

And read their history in a nation's eyes^^ 

1 7. Their lot® forbade : nor circumscribod^ alone 

Their growing virtues, but their crimes confined ; 
Forbade to wade through slaugliier to a throne, 

And shut the gates of mercy on mankiud i 

18. The struggling pangs of conscious Truth® to hide. 

To quench the blushes of ingonuons® shame, 

Or heap the shrine of Luxury and Pride^ 

Willi incense kindled at the Masons flame®, 

19. Far from the madding® crowd^s ignoble strife, 

Their sober wishes never learned to stray ; 

Along the cool sequestered'® valo of life 
They kept the noiseless tenor'^ of their way, 

20. Yet evhi these bones from insult to protect, 

Some frail memorial still erected nigh, 

With uncouth'® rhymes and shapeless sculpture 
decked, 

Implores tjio passing tribute of a sigh. 


1. Senates, soiiatorsj mombovs 
of ParlianiGnt, 

2. Read their history, &c., 
seo from the beaming looks of tbo 
people liow they wore loved and 
rospeetod. 

3. Their lot forbade, their 
humble position did not permit. 

4. Circumscribed, conftned, 
[Lut circuni, around, and scHbOf 
1 write,] 

5. Conscious truth, tho troth 
of which they were consaioiiH. 

6. Ingenuous, frank j caudid. 

7. Luxury and pride, the 


luxurious and the proud. 

8 Incense kindled at the 
Muse’s flame, poetic flattery. 

9. Madding, excited ^ striving 
for gam. 

ig. Sequestered, retired ; se- 
cluded. [bat. scj apart, and quevyo, 
I seek.] 

11. Noiseless tenor, quiet, oven 
course. [Lat, fenro, I hokh] 

12. Uncouth, lough; awkward. 

[Literally, > unknown j strange f 
from A.-S. wn, and to 

know.] 
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PART 11.] ELEGY WllHTEN IN A CUUHGIIYAUD. 

21. tboir ycnrSj spelt liy tlic uiilcttGi'otl M uso f 
The pliice of fame and elegy supply ; 

And many a holy text® ai'ound she strews. 

That teach the rustic moralist® to die. 

22. For who, to dumb Forgetfuluoss a prej^, 

This pleasing, an.-cious being e’er resiguod, 

Loft the warm precincts' of the cheerful day, 

Nor cast ono longing, lingering look behind f 

23. On some fond breast the parting soul relies, 

Some pious drops' tho closing eye requires ; 

Ev’n from the tomb tho voice of Nature cries, 

Ev’n in our ashes live their wonted fires. 

24. For thee, who, mindful of the nnhonoured dead, 

Dost in these lines their artless tale relate ; 

If chance", by lonely Oontcmphition led, 

Some kindred spirit' shall inquire thy fate ; 

2r;. Haply® some hoary-headed swain may say • 

'• Oft have we seen him", at tho peep of dawn, 
Brushing, with hasty steps, the dews awa^q 
To meet the sun upon tho upland lawn. 

26. '‘There, at tho foot of yonder nodding beoch. 

That wreathes its old fantastic'" roots so high. 
His listless length at noontide would ho stretch", 
And pore'’ upon tho brook that babbles"' liy. 


1. Unlettered muse, unoclueat* 

od pOGt. 

2. Holy text, linos from tho 
Biblo. 

3. Moralist, inornliKor 

4 Precincts, vogions. [Lai. pvot 
and cingo^ I gird, snrroinul.] 

5. Pious drops, tears shod by 
loving roJatives and frioiids, 

0, Chance, perebancoj by 
clinnoo. 


7. Kindred spirit, some ono of 
tho fl»mo thoughtful dispositioTJ, 

8 Haply, ]MjrhapB, 

0. Him, tho pool 

10, Fantastic, inogiilur} luniod 
and twisted, f M to rally, /a »<!(/*» L”] 

11. Stretch his lislless length, 
lie littlli'HHly. 

12. Poic, ga /.{5 oarnoHlly. 

13, Cubbies, niakim uunicaning 
boiukIb. 
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27. Hard l)y you wood, now siuiliug as in .scorn^ 
Mutloviiig kin wayward funciusk li-O woiilcl rove; 

NTuw drooping, wooPul, wanS liko ono forlorn. 

Or cra/.ud with enro, or cvosscmI in hopoloss love. 

28. Olio inoru 1 missod him on tho occusfcomod hill, 
Along Uio lioaili, and nom* his favonrifco tree; 

Auotlior (‘aino; nor yet beside tho rill, 

Nor up the lawn nor at tho wood, was ho : 

2i), next, with dirges^ duo, in sad array, 

Slow i-hroiigli the <duiroh-way path wo saw lun 
lionie : 

Appnau'.li and road — for thou eanst road — the lay, 
(Iraveil on the stoiin beneath yon aged thorn : 

20. (*^Tli(‘ve Honttored oft, tho earliest of tho year, 

Hy liands unseen, are sliowovs of violets found; 

The rodbreiist loves to build and wavblo tlioro, 

Anil lilth‘ footsteps lightly print the ground.*^*) 

TUH HIMTAiUrd 

dll Here rests his head, upon the lap of Marth, 

A youth to l^irtuue and to Faino unknown ; 

Fair Heinneo® frowned not on his humblo birili, 

And iMelaiududy marked liirn for hor own. 

IJ2. Tiiirgo was his bounty, and his soul sincere ; 
ll(sivt‘n did a recoinjienso as largely send : 

lie gave to Misery all ho hud— a tear; 

He gaiiKsl froni llcavou— hwas all he wished— 
friend, 


1. Wayward fancies, wtimlor- 
iiiK and poiiviH)i 

WnUiimlnj lunKiiid. | tVoni 
it) iirrnnr. | 

!L nirfjCB, fuannil HiingH. 

'1. Kpilflpli, InsrripHou on n 


tomb, f Clr. ci<i, upon j aiul iapho 
a louih J 

5, Science, Icnowlodge j loan 

iag, 

** Gray oinittnd Una boflutifi 
stanza from nU tlio Inter cclitiou 


lot 


V 

J 

J 



iN O t Ql'ljilUi* uuui^ J.11I3 u«-» v» iuwA wu V- j 

Or draw liis frailties' from tlicir dread abode, 
(Tliore tlioy alike in trembling hope repose J — 
The bosom of his Father and his God. 

Thomas Qrajj ( 17 16 — 1771 ). 


10,— THE VANITY OE HITMAN WISHES/'^ 

Let ObjservdlHon, with | extdulsive view, 

Surrey mankind from China to Peru ; 

Remark each anxious toil, each eager sfcrifo> 

And watch the busy scenes of crowded life ; 

6 Then say how hopo and fear, dosiro and hato, 
O’ersprond with snares tho clouded maze of fate®, 
Whore wavering man, betrayod by venturous prido 
To tread the dreary paths without a guide, 

As treacherous phantoms in tho mist delude, 

10 Hhuns fancied ills, or chases airy good • 

How rarely Reason guides tho stubborn choice, 
Rules the bold hand, or prompts the suppliant voice ; 
Plow nations sink, by darling schemes® oppressed, 
When Vengeance listens to tho fooVs request*'; 

] 5 Fate wings with every wish tho ahliotive dart> 

Eacli gift of Nature, and each grace of Art ; 

With fatal beat impetuous courage glows®, 

With fatal sweetness elocution (lows®; 

Impeachment stops tho speak or’s powerful breath, 

20 And restless fire precipitates on death 1 

But, scarce obsorvod, tho knowing and tho bold 
Fall in the general massacre of gold ; 


1. Ftaillies, woaknoafloa, failings 

8. Maze of fate — Liib is boro 
Hkouod to a IftbyrinUi. 

8. Darling schemes.— Such au 
tho Soafch Sea and llissihsippi 
scliBines. 

4, The fool’s request, tliQ 
foolish prayer for woahij, Ac. 

6. With fatal heat, &c. lUns- 
tvatccl by the oxamplo of Oharlea 
XIT, of Swoclcn, lines 101--322. 


1 0. With fatal sweetness, &c. 
An nllnaioii to tho fato of Yilliors, 
Duko of Uu old ugh am j ITarloy, 
Earl of Oxford; WonUvorLh, Karl 
of StralToi'd, and others, 

# This popin is an iiinLation of 
tho Tenth Sntiro of Llio LnUnpooL 
JavormI It ’vvas puhlisliod in 
1749, Iho 12lh year of Johnsmi’H 
London sfii’uggics/' 
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GEMS OJ? ENGLISH POETUY. 


[part ,I] 


Wido-wasUng’ peat I tliafc rages uucoufinecl^ 

And crowds with crimes the records of mankind., 

26 For gold bis sword the liir cling ruffian draws, 

For gold tbo hireling judge distoi’ts the laws ; 
Wealth heaped on wealth nor truth nor safety buys 
The dangers gather as tlie treasures rise* 

Lot history tell, whore rival kings' comumiul, 

30 And dubious title shakes the madded^ land. 

When statutes® glean the refuse of the sword, 

How much more safe the vassal than the. lord \ 

Low skulks the hind** beneath the rage of power, 
And loaves the wealthy traitor in the Towei'; 

35 Untouched his cottage, and his sUirabors sound, 
Tliougli Confiscatioids vultures hover round* 

The needy traveller, serene and gay, 

Walks the wild heath, and sings his toll away, 

Does envy seize theo? Orusli the upbraiding joy*, 
40 Increase his rich os, and liis peace destroy ; — 

Now fears in dire vicissitude invade, 

The rustling brake alarms, and quivering shade; 
Nor light nor darkness brings his pain relief, — 

One shows the plunder, and one hide.s the thief, 

45 Yot still ono general cry the skies assails, 

And gain and grandouv load the tainted gales; 

Few know the toiling statesman’s fear or care, 

The insidious rival and the gaping* heir, 

Once more, Democritus^, arise on earth, 

50 With cheerful wisdom and instriictivo mirth ; 


1, Rival kings —'I' his rolbra to 
the invasion of thu Proto lulei* 
Oharloa nud fcho proclamntiou of 
Janiofl VlII, as king of England 
after tho sacoosa of tho rebels at 
Pi'osfcon Pans in 174<5. 

2* Madded, maddouod. 

3. Statutes, Acta of Attaindor 

4. Hind, a farm aorvant j a boor. 

6, Upbraiding joy, tho joy 

as it woro roproaohos fchoo. 


(}, Gaping, waiting ougorly foj 
tlio Bii coos B ion. 

7, Democritus, tho ** hiugliiiu 
philosophov,** lived in tho 6tl 
contuiy, BO, Ho always looket 
at tho bright side of things 
Heraclitus, ‘‘thowooping philos 
opber,** fioiirishod in the samf 
oentiiry. ’ Ilo beliovod in fato aiu 
maintain od that tho world wai 
made of Are, 
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13 VANITY OF nUMAN WI^IIKS. 


PAI?T llj 


:io/ 


See motley' Hfb in moaevn tniiiiniigs dresHeil, 

And feed with varied fools the eternal jest • 

Thon who cowldst laugh where want (meliumod 


caprice, , 

Toil oruBhed conceit, and man was oi a piece j 
55 Where wealth, unloved, without a nionriior died, 

And scarce a sycophant waa led by pride j 

Where ne’er was known the form of iiioek dobal(>, 

Or seen a uoiv-mado mayor’s unwieldy state j _ 
Where change of favourites mado no chaiigo ol laws ; 
60 And senates heard before they judged a (lauso : 

How wouldst thon shako at llrilaiu s modish Irilio, 
Dart the quick taunt, and edge'’ the piercing gihoM 
Attentive truth and iiaturo to doaei'y,^ 

And 2 herco each sceiio witli jihilosojiliio oyo I 
65 To thee were solemn toys or oinjity show 
The robes of pleasure and tlio voils of woo : 

All aid the farco, and all thy inirtli maintain. 

Whose joys are causeless, or whoso griefs arc vain. 
Such was the scorn that llllod tlio sago's mind, 

70 Eenewed at every glance on humankind j 
How just that scorn ore yet thy voice dcclii ro, 

Search every stato”, and canvass evory [irayci-. 

Uiinumbored snjrpliants crowd J’rcfcrnuMit’s /■•ale, 
Athirst for woaKli, and hnriiiiig to ho grout j 
75 Hohisive Fortuiio hears tho incossaiit call, 

They inoniit, they sliino, evaporate, and falT. 

On every stage the foos of pouco attend ; 

Hate dogs their flight, mid insult iiioeks tlieir end ; 
Love Gluts with hope ; tho sinking stalesiiuiii’s' iloor 
80 Pours in tho inoriiing worshipper no more ; 

For growing naiiiOH tho weekly serilihler linn, 

'Po growing wealth the dodicater Itiea; 


1, Motley, ilivorslfiml} iniili- 
coloured liko a Iborw coiitr 

2 . Modish, fnKbioimblo. 

8, Ed^e, filuu’pon, 

4, Gibe, rojirowh ) taunt. 


r>i HluU% cimfliiinu nt‘ hIV. 

(I. liilvit aky toclirt)’. 

7. HinkliiK (nuU'Mntui Au 
riUiiHiiiu to I bo tall id* Mr Ilolaut 
W»1|adn In 1741^» 



268 


GEMS 01* ENGLISIE POETRY. 


[X^AUT ir 


Prom every room dasceiuls tlie pointed face^ 

That hung the bright palladinui'' of the place, 

85 And, Rinolced in kilolicns, or in auctions sold, 
hotter features yields the frame of gold ; 

For now no more we trace in every lino 
Tleroic worth, hcncvolcnco divine : 

'fhe form distorted, justifies the fall, 

90 And detestation rids the indignant wall. 

But will nob Britain hear the last appeal, 

Sign lier foes’ doom, or guard lier favourites^ zeal? 
Through Freedom’s sons no more re in oust) ‘an ce rings 
Degrading nobles, and controllitig kings; 

95 Our supple tribes repress their patriot throats, 

And ask no questions but the price of votes; 

With weekly libels^ and. septennial ale^ 

'Jlioir >wish is full to riot and to rail. 

In full-blown dignit 3 ’^, see Wolsey*^ stand, 

100 Law in bis voice, and fortune in his hand ! 

To him the church, the realm, their powers consign 
Through him the rays of regal bounty shino; 
Turned by his nod the stream of honour flows, 

His smile alone security bestows : 

105 Still to new heights liis restless wishes towej», 

Claim loads to claim, and power advances power; 
Till conquest unresisted ceased to please, 

And rights submitted left him none to seize. 

At length his sovereign frowns ; — the train of stale 
110 Mark the keen glance, and watch the sign to liate; 
Where’er ho turns, ho meets a stranger’s eye; 

His suppliants scorn him, and his followers fly; 


1. Painted face, portrait. 

2. Palladium, a tutelary 
imago . [Prom Pallas Athena 
(MmervaJ, on the preservation 
of whoHG statue the safety of 
Troy was said lo have depend od.] 

S. Weekly libels, libels 
published in the woeldy political 


108 


journals! 

d. Septennial ale, struug ale 
browod specially for the saplon- 
uial elections! The act for sop- 
tonnial parliaments was pns*<od in 

5. Wolsey, Oardinal Wolsoj 
(1471— 1680). 



VAllT II.] 'i'HE VANITY OF HUMAN WISHES, 




Now drops at once the prido of awful state, 

The golden canopy, the glittering plate, 

115 The regal palace*, the luxurious board, 

The liveried ariny^^, and the meuial lord^ 

With age, with cares, with xnaladios oppre.ssed, 

ITo seeks the refuge of monastic rest j 
Grief aids disease, roniembeved folly stings, 

120 And his last sighs rejiroach the faith of kings. 

Speak thou^ whoso thoughts at humble peace 
repine, — 

Shall Wolsoy’s wealth, with Wolsey’s end, be thine ? 
Or liv^sb thou now, with safer pride content, 
n^'ho wisest justice on the banks of Trent ? 

125 For why did Wolscy, near the steeps of Fate, 

On weak fouudatious raise tlie enormous weight? 
Why, but to sink beneath Misfortune’s blow, 

With louder ruin, to tlic gulfs bolow I 

What gave great VilUers^ to the assassin’s knife, 
130 And fixed disease on Harley’s® closing life? 

What murdered Wcntworlli^, and what exiled Hydo®4 
By kings protected, and to kings allied ? 

What but tboir wish indulged in courts to shine, 

And power too groat to keep or to resign ! 

186 When first the college-rolls receive his name, 

The young eiithnsiast quits his case for fame j 
Resistless buima the fever of renown, 

Caught from the strong contag ion of tho gown ; ^ 

1, The regal palace, ttopalaco 5, Villiers, Duko of liuukhig- 

of Uaraptou Oourfci ham, tho favouviio of Olitivlca j. 

2. Liveried army, miiUiUido of Ito was aseaefliimied by Foliou in 

followers wearing lijs 1 ivory, 1(128» 

8 Menial lord,— Several young 0, Harley, Marl of 
men of noble families Borvod miuifitor of 4uoou Anno, died 
Wolsey ns pages. [‘‘Mouiitl’* in 1724 afier an illiu'sri lusHug for 
oomoB froTU 0. Fr, nicaaic, family » two yo^ii'H, 

lionsohold, or servants,] 7, Wenlwoilh, Furl of BUif' 

4. Speak thou, — This is an ford, beJioadtul in lU-Jl , 
apostrophe to some friend living 8, Hyde, Lord ^ (JJiiroiidoUi 
near X/icliAoldi tlio birth-place of haiuBlied in 1(107. 1 1 is fifujgdiltn’ 

br. Johnson. was maiTiod io .luirniH II, 

109 
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GEMS OP ENGLISH POETEY. 


[part ir. 


O^er Bod ley’s dome' Ins future labours spread, 

H-O And Bacon’s mansion** trembles o’er his hetuL 
Are these thy views ? Proceed, illustrious youth, 
And Virtiio guard tlieo to the throne of Truth ! 
Yet, should thy soul indulge tlio generous heat, 
Till captive Science yields her last retreat ; 

145 Should Reason guide thee with her brightest ray, 
And pour on misty Doubt resistless day ; 

Should no false kindness lure to loose cleliglit, 

Nor praise relax, nor difficulty frighl ; 

Should tempting Novelty tliy cell refrain, 

350 And Sloth efFuso her opiato fumes in vain ; 

Should Beauty blunt on fops her fatal dait, 

Nor claim Lho triumph of a lettered heart; 

Should no Disease tliy torpid veins invade, 

Nor Melancholy’s phantoms haunt thy shade j 
165 Tot hopo not life from grief or danger froo, 

Nor think the doom of man reversed for tlioe ; 
Deign on the passing world to turn thine eyes, 
And pause awhilo from learning, to bo wise ; 

There mark what ills the scholar’s life assail, — 

160 Toil, envy, want, tho patron, and the jaiP I 
See nations, slowly wise and meanly just. 

To buried meriL raise tho tardy bust\ 

If dreams yet flatter, once again attend, 

Hear Lydiat’s" life, and Galileo’s® end. 


1, Bodley'B dome, fclio Oxford 
University LiLraryj voatored Ly 
Sir Thomas Bodley in 1697. Bodloy 
died in 1G12, 

3. Bacon *0 mansion, — Friar 
Bacon’s tower, which formerly 
stood on the bridge over tho Isis 
at Oxford. The logond wont that 
it would fall whonovor a greater 
man than Bacon should pass 
under it.’* 

R. The jail,— Johnson, Gold- 
smith, Tliomaon, aiUllioV^ral other 
groat authors had to iindei go im- 


prisonment for debt, 

4. The tardy bust. — Wilton 
was uoi lionourod with a bust till 
1787, 

6. UydiatjTbomasLyclint (1672- 
1040), Eellow of Now College, 
Oxford, and Hector of OUorfcon, 
near Banbury. Though a man of 
varied learning, ho died in great 
poverty. « 

6. Galileo (1684-1042), a dia- 
tinguished Italian astronomer, 
who became blind in his old age 
anil died of a lingering malady, 


no 
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part II. J the vanity of HUilAW 


165 Nor deem, when Learning her last prize bestows, 
The glittering* emineiiCG exempt from foes : 

See, when the vuk’ar ^scape, despised or awed, 
Rebetlion^s vengeful talons aoizc on Laud^ I 
From moaner minds though smaller fines content, 

1 70 The plundered palace or sequestered rent, 

jMarked out by clangorous parts ho meets tho shock. 
And fatal Learning* loads him to the block : 

Around his tomb let Art and Gonius weop, 

But hear his death, yc blockheads, hear and sleep, 
175 The festal blazes, the triumphal show, , 

Tho ravished standard, and tho cjapiivo foo, 

The Senators thanks, tho Gazette's"* pompous talc, 
With force resistless o'er the bravo prevail. 

Such bribes tho rapid Grock^o'er Asia whirled ; 

180 For such tho steady Romans shook tho world; 

For such in distant lands the Britons shine, 

And stain with blood® tho Danubo or tho Uliino : 
This power lias praise, that virtue scarce can warm, 
Till fame supplies tho universal charm. 

185 Yot Reason frowns on Wav*s unequal game, 

Where wasted nations raise a single naino, 

And mortgagod states thoir grandsiros* wreaths rogrot, 
From age to ago in everlasting debt; 

Wreaths which at last tho dear-bought right convoy 
190 To rust on medals, or on stouos decay. 

On wliab foundation stands tho warriov*s pride, 
How just his hopes, lot Swedish Charles doeido; 

A frame of adamant, a soul of fire, 

No dangers fright him, and no labours iii'o; 


1, The last prize, i e.^ tho pri- 
macy of Unglaua. 

a. Lautl, William Laud, Arch- 
bishop of Oanfcerbury, On tho 
breaking out of the Revolution his 
palace was attacked by tho mob. 
Ho was sont to tho- Tower in lO'lO 
and beUoaded in 1045. 

18 


8, The Gazette.— Tho ‘^Loudon 
Gazofclo*^ was IJrstpubllshoil, Aug. 
23, 1013. 

4. The rapid Greek, Aloxftudor 
the Groat (B.O. 360—033). 

5. Stain with blood.— An allu- 
sion. tp tho* oainpaigits in Ooriiuuiy, 
1742—1747. 

1 
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GEHS OF ENQLrSII POBTUY, 


[part JI 


395 O’or love, o^er fear, exioiids his wide domaiu^ 
Unconquored lord of pleasiiro and of pain ; 

No joys to him pacific sceptres yield, — > 

War soniids fcho trump, ho rushes to the field ; 
Behold siUTOuuding kings their powers combine, 
200 And one capitulato^, and ono resign'^ ; 

Peace courts his hand, but spreads her charms iu vain 
'' Think nothing gained/^ he cries, till naught re 
Oil Moscow^s walls till Gothic® standards fly^ [main 
And all be mi no beneath tho polar sky,-^’ 

205 Tho march begins in military state, 

And nations on his eye suspended wait j 
Storu Famine guards tho solitary coast, 

And Winter barricades the realms of Frost : 

Fg conies; nor want nor cold his course delay * 

210 Hide, blushing Glory, hide Pultowa^s** day : 

Tho vanquished hero loaves his broken bands, 

And shows his miseries in distant lands®; 
Oondemned a needy supplicant to wait, 

While ladies interpose and slaves debate. 

216 But did nob Chance at length her error mend ? 

Bid no subverted empire mark liia end ? 

Did rival monarchs give the fatal wound ? 

Or hostile millions press him to the ground ? 

His fall was destined to a barren strand, 

220 A petty fortress®, and a dubious hand ; 

He left the name, at which the world grew pale, 

,To point a moral, or adorn a tale. ^ 

6 In distant lands.— Ohavles 
XII. osafipecl lo Eondor in Turkey, 
whero ho romainod till 1734, do* 
pendoufc on tho liospifcality of Ach- 
mofc TII, 

0. A petty fortress.— On Jiisro- 

tarn to S^\'odcii, Oharloacolleotcd a 
largo army nod invaded Norway in 
1710 and again iu 1718, iu yvhich 
year ho wag killed by a can non-shot, 
while besieging Fredoriokeiialh 
112 * 
w/ 


1. une capitulate, fclio king of 
Denmark, wlio sued for poaoo iu 
1700, 

2. One resign, tho king of 
Poland, dethroned iu 1701, 

3. Gothic, Swedish. 

4. PuHowa.— At tho battle of 
Pnltowa tho Swedes under Charles 
wore oompletoly defeated by Pofcor 
tho Great, Czar of Russia, 8tli 
Jiilv. 1700. 



From Persia's tyrant* to Bavaria's lord^ 

225 111 gay hostility and barharous pride, 

With ‘half inaiikind embattled at his side, 

Great Xorxes comes to seize tho certain prey, 

And starves exhausted regions in his way®. 
Attoudant Flattery counts his myriads o’er, 

230 Till counted myriads soothe his pride no more ; 
Fresh praise is tried, till madness fires his mind,— 
'J'ho waves he lashes, and enchains tho wind* j 
New powers aro claimed, now powers are still licstowed, 
'I’ill rude resistance lops the spreading god j 
235 The dariug Greeks deride tho martial show, 

And heap their valloys with tho gaudy fooj 
'J'lio insulted soa with humbler thoughts ho gniuH, 

A singlo skiff to speed his flight romainsj 
'L'he encumbered oar scarce leaves the dreaded coast 
240 'Through purple billows and a floating host. 

Tho bold Bavarian, in a litcklosshuur, 

Tries tho dread suiumits of Omsarcan® power. 

With unexpected legions' bursts away. 

And BOOS defenceless realms’ receive his sway ! 

1. Persia’s tyrant, Xorxos, Xor-vos b.onghl, iimiiy ci( ios to tlio 
Iho son o£ Dariin Ilyaliisiios. Ho brink of ruin, 
roconqitorea Bjtypt lunl thon in- 4,. The waves he lashes, «o. 
vndod Giooeo with a vast niilitovy Xerxes is oliarBod with this folly 
and naval foroo, d80 15, 0. ITis by tho Grook liiBtoruius. 
troops woro ropontodly ropulsod Coniparo: — 

Ijy t)io Spai’taus iintlor Leonidas at ** And acoui’gotl wilJi inaiiy a 

a narrow pass called Thormopyla3, Hfcroko tlio iiidigiuinb 

Mild bis mighty naval armamont wavoBi”' — 

was dofoatod and dostroyed at 6. Ceesarean, iinporial. [I'roni 
Sulainis by the Atliouinii fleet JuUm Otrsar, wJm foniidoil tlm 
mider ThomisbooIoB. imporial power at Homo.] 

ii. Bavaria’s lord, 'Oharlos d Unexpected legions, tho 

Albert, Elector of Bavaria, who, troops aont by Ei-aaco and Spain 

iju tho death of tho Empovor lo aasist tho Protojalor. 

(Jhnutoa VI., laid claim to tho 7, Defenceless realms, Ao.t- 

imporial crown of Germany* IIo was omwned king of Ilohenua 

3, And starves, -Tho cost in 1711, a-iid thou olooiotl omporor 
of foednig the immonso boat of at If’raukforfc* 
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[part ir, 


2<l-5 Sliorl sway I— fair Auslria^ suromls hor mournful 
char ms, 

The Qnooii, tho l^oauty, hoU Iho worhl in arms i 
L^Voin hill to liill tlio boacou^s roii8in|[>' bln^^o 
Spreads wide tlio hope of phiiulor ami oj’ pvaiso ; 

Tho fiorco Oroiitinn and tho wild Itussur^ 

250 With all tho sous of ravage, crowd the uur; 

Tho balTlod princo, in liouoiir^H llntLeriiig bloom 
Of hasty greatness, Iiiuls tho fatal do(/m, 

His foes^ dorision niid his sulijoetn' bhiino, 

And sloals to doatli^ from angnlsh and from slinmo* 
255 * hhilargo my life with multitude of days P 

In health, in sielcnoss, thus tho snpidianl prays; 
Hides from himsolf Ijis state, and shims to know 
That lifo pvotvacled is protracted woe* 

'J’imo hovers ohir, impatient to destroy, 

2G0 And shuts iip all tho passages of joy^i 

In vain tlicir gifts tho bountoous seasons pour, 

TIio fruit autumnal and tlio voriial flower; 

With listless oyos tho dotard® views tJio stoi^o — 

IIo viows, and wonders that tlu'y please no more* 

265 Now pall” tho tasteless moats and joyless wines, 

And Luxiii'y witli sighs her slave resigns. 


1* Fair Austria, tho homitiful 
Maria TJiovosa, Arohdachoss of 
Anslrla, qnoon of Hungary and 
Bohemia, and ompross of Oorinnny. 
llor eaiiso was taken up with 
great enthusiasm by tho Hun- 
garian nobles. Tiicy took tho 
hold at tho bond of tho Croats^ 
the Pftndonrs, and the Hussars. 
England siippliod tho young 
nrcluluohoas with money and 
troops, and sho was orownod 
Quoon of Bohemia in 17 -IS, In 
iTuno of tho same year King Goorgo 
II. of. England, and his son tho 
Duke of Oinnborland, in person 
gained agreafc viofcovyatDotthigen. 
The king of Sardinia also doolarocl 


himsolf A>r Maria Tlmvosa, and by 
tho timty of Aix-Ja-OJjapoilo kIio 
was jfiocui'od in all her righiH (after 
oight years of war), 17(18. Hoi- 
husband, Prniiois Stephen of Lor- 
raine, ruled with lior as Eniporor 
Francis L till his death in iVdij. 

3. Hussars, this light Hungarian 
cavalry. This immo wns adopted 
afterwards into tlio British army. 

3, Steals to death — Olmrlcs 
Albert, noglootod by liis allios, 
died brokoii'boarted at Munich in 
1745. 

4* Passages of joy, thosonBos. 

5, Dotard, ono wIiobo intollocfc 
is impaired by old ago. 

d. Pall, become Insipid. 
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Approacjli, yo mitiabrols, try tho soothing strain 
Diliuso tiiG tuneful Jcnitives' of pain; " 

No sounds, nias I would touch the iinpervious^ ear 

270 Thongli duncLiig uionntaius witnessed Orpheus® near* 

Nor luLo nor lyre liis feoblo powers attend^ ^ 

Nor swoetor music of a virtuous frieud; 

But Gvorlasting dictates crowd his tongue^ 
Perversely grave, or positively*^ wrong, 

275 The still roUivning talo and lingering jest 

Porplos: tho fawning niece and pampered guest, 
Wliilo growingliopos scuroo awo tho gathering sneer, 
And scarco a legacy can bribe to hear j 
Tho watchfLil guests still hint tlio last oiTenoe, 

280 Tho chiLigh tor’s potidanoo, tho son's expense^ 
Iinprovo^ his hoady^ rago with treocherous skill, 
And inoiild his passions till they make his will, 
Unnmnbercd maladies his joints invade, 

Lay siogo to life, and press the dire blockade^ 

285 But utioxtinguished A-varico still x’cmains, 

And dreaded losses aggravate his pains : 

Ho tarns, with anxious hoart and crippled hands, 

His bonds of dobfc^ and mortgages of lands j 
Or views Ins coffers with suspicious eyes, 

290 Unlocka his gold, and connta it till ho dies. 

Bub grunt, the virtues o£ a temperate prime 
Bless with an ago exempt from scoin or crime j 
An ago that molts with iinperceived decay, 

And glides in modest innocence away ; 

295 Whoso peaceful day Boiiovolonce endears, 

Whoso night congratulating Conscience cheers j 


1, Lcnilivea, thinfjs that have 
the (jiiahty of easing uain, [hat. 
IcniOf I 

3. Impervious, not lulmilUiig 
onfcnineo j douf, [Lat. not, 
through, and via^ a way.] 

3, Orpheus, a inylhioal Wrouk 
pMOt, who is said to have onohaa fe- 
ed oven tho ivooa and i^cks of 


Olympus to follow the BouQd of 
his goldoo lyre. 

c\, positively, dogmatically. 

6* Improve, fomout j increase 
0, Heady, rash; hasty jim- 
gorornahlo. 

7. Bonds of debt, Bocuiltioa 
for debts duo to him. 


1 
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The general favourite os the g’Oiioral friend: 

Such age there isj and 'svlio shall wish its end ? 
Yet evhi on this her load Misfortune ilings, 

300 To press the weary minntes^ wiugs; 

ITcw sorrow rises as tlio clay returns^ 

A sisteP sickens, or a daughter mourns, 

Kow kindred Merit fills the sahlo bioi^ 

Now lacerated ^ 3?riend8hip claims a tear. 

305 Year chases year, decay pursues decay, 

Still drops some joy from withering lifo away; 

New forms^ arise, and diffcM’Ciit views cngaf^'c, 
SuperlliiouB lags tbo vokwau on iho stage, ^ 

Till pitying Nature sig’iis the last rolcase, 

310 And bids afflicted worth retiro to peace. 

But few there aro whom hours like these await, 
Who set unclouded in tlio gulfs of Fate. 

From Lydian’s monarch^ should tbo search doscciuF, 
By Solon cautioned to rogard hi*s cud, ^ 

815 In life’s last scene what prodigies sinpris( 3 — 

Fears of the bravo ami follies o£ the wif-o ! 

From MarlborougVs" oyes the streiuns of dotngofloa 
And Swift* expires a drivollor and a show, 
teeming mothov, anxious for her race, 

820 Begs for each birth tho fortiiiio of a face. 


1, Lacerated, torn asiindor, 
[Lat, ^acero, I teai\] 

2. Forms, modoa of lit'o. 

8. Lydia’s monarch, Craj^us, 
tho iichesc nionaroh of antiejuity. 
Ho showed hi3 treasures to Solon 
and asked liin\ to name tho 
hapirtGsb man ho had over scon, 
Solon replied that no man slioulil 
he considered ^ happy fciU ho had 
unfshed Ids life in a happy way, 
Creesus, who Q\pGctod liimsolf bo 
he called tho happiest man, was 
chspleasod ^Y^fch tins answer, Imt 
n hen his country was coiiquevoa 
hy Cyrus, king of Povsia, and Ixo 
inmself condomued to bo burnt 


to doiith, ho ronioinboved tl 
wuyning of the jdiiloaophor ai 
thrice called ou tho imnio of Solo 
When Cyrus loarnod tlio story, 1 
ovdorod Guobub to bo rolcasod, 
nfiorwnids booamo on oof his me 
inthmUo friends, 

j 4 Desceixd, como down to c 
I own times, 

> 5. Marlborough, Jolin Cbi 

chill, Dnko of ilarl borough, vici 
ofBlonhonn(l701),llnmilios(170J 
Oiuloiinrdo (1708), ami hlalplaqi 
(1709). Born, 1050 ; died, X72i 
0, Swift, JoDuthnn Swift, 
entiristjiDil political ivrUer. Bo 
1907; died, 174>. 

10 



Yefc Van o’’ coulcl toU wimii ms irum uunuuj , 

And Sedley® cursed Uio form tliat pleased i\ king. 
Ye nymphs of rosy lips and radiant oyos, 

Whom Pleasure keeps too husy to bo ^Yiso, 

825 Whom joys 'with soft vainoiies invito^ — ■ 

By day the fvolicj and the danco by night ; ; 

Who frown with vanity, who smile Avith art, 

And ask tho latest fashion of tho heart; 

What cave, what rules your heedless charms sliallsavo, 
S30 Each nymph your rival) and each youth your slave ? 
Against ^mur famo with fondness hato combines. 

The rival batters, and the lover min os. 

With distant voice neglected Virtue calk, 

Less heard and less, the faint remonstrance falls; 
335 Tired with contempt, she quits tho slippery reign, 
And Pride and Prudence take her scat in vain, 

In crowd at once, where none tho puss defend, 

The harmless freedom and the private friend : 

The guardians yield, by force superior plied, — 

840 To Interests Prudence; and to h’luttery, Pride* 

Here Bounty falls, betrayed, despised, distressed, 
And hissing Infamy proclaims the rost. 

Where then shall Hope and Pear their objects find ? 
Must dull Suspense corrupt tho stagnant inind ? 

345 Must helpless man, in ignorance sedato% 

Roll dni’Uliiig* down tho torront of liis fate ? 

Must no dislike alarm, no wishes riso, 

No cries invoke tho inevoios of the skies? — 

Inquirer, ceaso ! petitions y(‘t remain, 

350 Which Heaven may hear; nor doom Religion vain. 
Still raise for good the supplicating voice, 

But leave to Heavou the measure and tho choico; 

1. Vane, All DO Yai}o (called by 11., wlio inudo liov oountoBH of 

Swift VaneUa)f miafcroRs of Fr odor- DovcIior! or. 

iok Priiico of 'VValcR, died 1781. 8, Sedate, quiot j composed* 

2. ScdIey,--OaUiBviDe Scdloy, [Lat. Bedoo, T sit.] 

dangbtov of Sir Gharloa Seclley, <1<. Darkling, in tlio dark) in 
was one of tho niis tresses of James ignoranco* 
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Safo in Hig power, ^YhosG eyes discern afar 
The socvot ambush^ of a specious® prayer, 

35o Implore His aid, in His decisions rest, 

Secure, wliato^or lie gives. He gives tlio host, 

Yot when tlio sense of sacred presence fires, 

And strong devotion to tho ski os aspires, 

Pour forth thy fervours for a liealtlUul mind, 

360 Obedient passions, and a will resignerl; 

For love, which scarce collective raau^ can fill ; 

For pntienco, sovereign o*ov transmuted ill; 

For faith, that, panting for a happier scat, 

Counts death kind Nature’s signal of retreat; 

866 Those goods for man tho laws of Heaven ordain, 
IliGso goods He grants, who grants tlio power to gain ; 
With the so celestial Wisdom calms tho mind, 

And makes tho happiness she does not find, 

Saniuvl Johnson (1709 — 1784) • 

11.— THE TASK^^ 


BOOK I. 


THE SOFA. 


THE ARGUMENT, 


Hiatorical docluction of seats, from tho stool to tlio Sofa, 1— A soltool- 
hoy»s ramble, 100— A walk in tho country, 1-10— The acono dcacribccl, 
159— Rural eoiincls as well aa eights Uolightfal, 181— Another walk, 
210— Miafcako concerning tho oliarms of solibiulo corrootocl, 233— 
Oolonnadcs commoiuloa, 262— Alcovo, and the view from it, 278— Tho 
wildernoBS, 360— The grove, 354— Tlie threahov, 35G— Tho nocoasity 


1, Secret ambush, hidden 
dangora. 

2. Specious, pkusibTo} ecorn- 
i«gly sincoro, 

3. Collective man, mankind in 
gen oval, 

4, Sovereign o’er transmuted 
ill, i.e.t able to ovorcoino evil and 
turn it into good, 

* A medley, consisting of six 
books. “'Jbo history of the pro- 


clttctioii is this A Indy, fond of 
blank vf^rso, donianded a poem of 
that kind from tho Author, and 
gavo him tho Sofa for a eiibject, 
Ho obeyed ; and having mnch 
Icifitiro, connected nnotlier subject 
with it; and pursuing tho fciain of 
thought to whicli his situation 
and turn of mind lod him, brought 
forth at length, inatead of the 
trifle w4iicli ho at first intended, a 
serious aRair — a Volume.** 


118 



PART II,] 


THE SOFA. 


279 


and fclio boiiofits of ox 0 i*ci«o> 367 — The ivories of nnfcuro fiuperior to, 
and in many instaiiccfl inimitable by, ai’t, 409 — 'Thu weaiisomcnesB of 
what is commonly calJod a life of ijloOBuro, 462 — Change of scone 
sometimes expedient, 506 — common doQci’ibed, and tho cliaraotor 
of Crazy Kate introduced, 536 — Gipsiea, 557-*-'Tho blossiiiga of n 
civilized life, 592 — Tho state most favoiirablo to virtue, 000 — The South 
Sea iislaiulors coinpassionaied, but olnoHy Omai, 620--TIis present 
state of mind supposed, 054 — Civilized life friendly to virtue, but not 
great oitioa, 078— Great cities, and London in particular, allowed tUoii* 
duo praise, but censured, 603 — ITS to chanipiitro, 780— Tho book con- 
oliidoa with a roOootion on tho fatal offects of dissipation and cffonii- 
iiacy upon our public monsurcB, 749. 

I BfNCf I tlio S($|pA* r I who hitolly sung 
Ihulfcli, Hope, and Charity^ and fconchod with awe® 
The solemn chords, niid with a trembling hand, 
Escaped® with pain from that adventurous ilight^ 

0 Now sook repose upon a humbler tliemo; 

Tho theme though limnblo, yet august and proud 
The occasion — for the Pair® couimands tho song. 

Time was, when clothing, sumptuous or for use®, 
Save their own painted skins^^ our sires }iad none. 

10 As yet black breeches wore nob; satin smooth, 

Or velvet soft, or plush''* with shaggy pilo^' : 

The hardy chief upon the rugged rock 
Washed by tho soa, or on the gravelly bank 
Tlirowu up by wintry torrents roaring loud, 

16 Fearless of wrong, reposed his weary slrongth. 
I'liose barbarous ages past, snoceeded next 
The birth-day of invention ; weak at first, 

Dull in design, and clumsy to porform^^ 


1. Truth, Hope, and Charity, 
tlirOQ didactic poems pijbliahod by 
Oo;vpor a few years before Tho 
Tank, 

S. Touched the chords. — ^Tho 
poet likens himsolf to i\ player cm 
a liavp or a lyro. 

3. Escaped, having oBCapod, 

4. Adventurous flight, bold 
uiidortaking. 


5, The Fair, Liuh’’ Aunt on, 

6, For use, useful. 

7, Save their own painted 

skins, except tho <>a their 

sklus, 

8, Plush, a fabrio with a snri 
of volvot imp or slmg on ono si do, 

0, Pile, imp, [jiiit. 

Imir,] 

10. To perform, in ]mi'furming. 
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Joint-stools wore thou orcatecr j on throe legs 
20 Upborne they stood — three legs uphokling firm 
A massy slab; in fashion sejuure or roniicl®. 

On such a stool immortal AlfrecU sat. 

Ami swayed tho sceptro of his infant realms; 

Ami snoh in ancient halls and mansions drear 
25 May still bo seen ; but perforated* sore 
Anil drilled in holes tho solid oak is found; 

By worms voracious eating through and througln 
At length a generation more refined 
Improved tho simple plan; made three logs four, 

30 Gave them a twisted form vermicular^ 

And o’er® tho sent, with plenteous wadding stuffed^; 
Induced^ a splendid cover; green and bluo; 

Yellow and rod, of tapestry® richly wrought 
And woven closo, or needle-work sublime^^^* 

85 There might yo see tho peony** spread wide, 

The fulbblowu rose, tho shepherd and liis lass'^ 
Lap-dog and lambkin with black staring eyes. 

And parrots with twin cherries*''* in their beak, 

Now came the cane from Lid in, smooth and bright 


1. Ciealed. — A pom!»oiis worU 
that BuitH fclio mock hovoio 
charactor of Uio poem* 

2. In fashion square or round, 
square or circular in ehnpo. 

8, Alfred, Alfred tho Great, 
King of Ell land (871-001), 

4. Perforated, tlio Bixmo us 
“ drilled in holea”, [Lat, 
through, niid/oro, I boro.] 

6. Vermicular, spiral, [Lnt* 
veriniSf a worm,] 

C. **0^er’* ehows relation 
between ^Mnducod** and 

7. ** Stuffed,^* a past parfci- 
jiplo, agreeing with '* soafc*^ 

8. Induced, put; drow, [^Lat. 
% and d«co, I draw.] 

0. Of lapeatry— Attrib, to 

cover [^* Tapestry/* from 
Fr, ta^iisf a ear pot, is a fabric 


nmdo of wool and ail If, roprosoiifc’- 
ingiiguroaof mon, auimals, laud- 
Bcnpea, &c,] 

10. Needle-work sublime, of 
aublinio noodle-work—Atfci ib* to 

cover, Sublime,*’ from Lat. 
sit 6 and Zero, I lift up, is iiBod in 
tho litoral sonso of ‘raisod.*] 

11. Peony or piony, tho luimn 
of a plant and ilowor. [Qr, 
paion, Apollo, who is said to 
have iiaod this flower to euro 
tho woniids of tho gods. 

12. Lass, a fcnmlo sweofc-hoart. 
[Ooiifcr. of laddos^i oldfcm, of lad.’] 

13. Twin cherries, two clier- 

rios growing on ono and tho saino 
Btom, from A, S, tivif 

twoj ^‘chorry” from Oerasu«, a 
town in Pontns, Asia Minor.] 
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40 With Natiire^s varnif^h j scverctP iuto stripes 
That interlaced each other, these supplied, 

Of texture firm, a lattieo-work^ that braced 
The now machine, and it became a chair. 

But restless^ was the chair j the back erect 
45 Distressed the weary loins that felt no ease ; 

The slippery seat betrayed® tho sliding part 
That pressed it, and tho feet liiing dangling do^Yll, 
Anxious in vain to find tlio distant floor, 

Theso foi’ tho rich : the rest, whom T?'ato had placed 
50 In modest mediocrity*, content 

With baso matovialsj sat on well- tanned bides, 
Obdurate® and unyielding, glassy smooth, 

With hero and there a tuft of crimson yarn 
Or scarlot orowcl®, in tho cushion fixed : 

55 If cushion might bo culled, what harder seemed 
Than tho firm oak of which tho framo was fonued* 
No want of timber tlioii was felt or feared 
In Albioids^ happy isle, Tlio linnber® stood 
PonclcTOUb*', and fixed by its own massy weight. 

60 But elbows still wore wanting ; tlicso, some ^ay, 

A.n Aldernnnd® of Oripplegaio“ contrived, 

1. Severed, being sovoiod ov inytljolc gical king of britniin] 

clivulod into strips, [Lnl. nepn- 8. Lr umber, anything lienvy 
r«i‘e, to Bepaiato.] and eiumsyj nnyikiug fitmvod 

2. Restless, aftoixliug no vof<t iiway as usoIobs, [I’lem hoitu 

3. Betrayed, piovod troaclior- hurdt ii Jmuljor-rooin, whoio tlio 

ous to. [Piefix be, and Lat, it'udoj Lonibaid pawnbrokors stoicd tlu'ir 
I deliver!. luiicdeeinetl plodgos,] 

4. Mediocrity, a niiddlo stato 9, Ponderous,^ vrry buav;^ . 

betWGou wealth and poverty » tbni, weight.] 

5. Obdurate, miboii (ling, [bat lO, Aldcriuan, ii nuigiHliaLe or 

ob, aud hard ] ollicoi* of a Umii — nevt in innk lo 

0. Crewel, thread of silk or tho mayor, [Erom ehicr anti 
wool uHod in embroidery and wnnu] 

fancy-work, [Dinunutivo of cZtia, 11. Cripplcgaie, a diHliielr f>l 
a ball of thread,] London, [One of (ho Ciiy gulon 

Albion, an ancient nnnin of wan so calh*d (ui account of llni 
Britain. [From Lat, a? white, largo nninhor <>f cripjih’H tlm(. 
roferriiig to tho n’ 7 n 70 of tho crowded near it lo ^olioil iilmn 
south-coast, or Ironi J7bioji, a from Iho pn8serb*l)y.) 
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And some asoribo the invention to a priest^ 

Burly and big, and studious of his ease. 

But, nido at first, and not with easy slope 
Cc Receding wide, they pressed against the ribs, 

And bruised the side; and, elevated high, 

Taught the raised shoulders to invade the ears. 

Long time elapsed or^ e^er our rugged sires 
Complained, though incommodiously pent iu, 

70 And ill at ease behind. The ladies first 
^Gan murmur, as became tho softer sex. 

Tiigeniona Fancy, never botier pleased 
Than when employed to accommodate the fair, 

Hoard tho sweet moan with ])ity, and devised 
75 The soft sottoc ; one elbow at each end, 

And in the midst an elboNV, it received, 

United yet divided, twain at onco^# 

So sit two kings of Brentford" on one tlirone ; 

And so two citizens, who take the air, 

80 Close packed, and smiling, in a chaise and one. 

Bui relaxation of the languid frame. 

By soft rocumboncy of outstretched limbs, 

Was bliss reserved for happier days ; — so slow 
The growth of what is excellent ; so hard 
83 To attain perfection in this nether world. 

Thus first Necessity invented stools, 

Convenience next suggested olbow-cliairs, 

And Lhxury the accomplishod Sofa last. 

The nurse sleeps sweetly, hired to watch tho sick 
90 Whom snoring she disturbs. As sweetly he 
Who quits' the coachbox at the midnight hour 
To sleep witliin the carriage more secure, 


1. Or, befovo, [A.«S. aer, bo- 
fovo.l 

2. Twain at once, two in 
ono. 

3. Two kings of Brentford, 
two oharaofcovfl in a farco callG(3 
T/jfl Iteliearsal, written by Qoorgo 


Vi I Hera, Dulco of Buckingham, 
with tho nssistanco of Butlor, 
Sprat, aiul otliors, Tho two kings 
aro ropi'osontocl as walking baud 
in hand and living on tornis Of 
the gi’eafcost intimacy. Brentford 
is a market- tow 11 iu Middlesex. 
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His legs deponaing at the open door. 

Sweet sleep enjoys the curate iii his desk 
95 The tedious rector drawling o’er his head- 
And sweet tlio clerk below. But neither sleep 
Of laz.y nin’.sOj who snores tho sick man dead 
Nor his who quits the box at midnight hour ’ 

To sluinbor in the carriage more secure, 

100 Nor sloop enjoyed by curate in his desk, 

Nor yet the dozings of the clerk, are sweet. 
Compared with the repose the Sofa yields. 

0 may I livo exempted ^ while I live 
Guiltless of pampered appetite obscene) 

105 From pangs arthritic* that infest® the toe 
Of libertine Excess ! Tho Sofa suits 
Tho gonty'* limb, ‘tis true; but gouty limb, 

'I'hough on a Sofa, may I never feel: 

For 1 have lovod the rural walk through lanes 
110 Of grassy swarth-*, close cropped by nibbling .sheep, 
And' skirted thick with iutertoxture® firm 


Of thorny boughs; have loved the rural walk 
O’er hills, through valleys, and by river’s brink. 
E’er since, a truant boy, I passed my bonuds, 
115 To enjoy a I’amble on tho banks of Thames. 

And still remember, nor without regret 
Of hours that sorrow since has much endeared. 
How oft, my slice of pocket store consumed, 
Still hungering, penniless, and far from home, 
120 T fed on scarlet hips'" and stony haws’, 

Or blushing o'aba^, or beiwies® that emboss’® 


1. Pangs arthritic, pains of 
Llio goiib. [Qr. ccMvon, a joiiifc.] 

2, Infest, nttaok } trouble 
gL’catly, [Lat. m/osius, hostile ] 

3 * Gouty, nffoofccd with the 
gout. [Lat, ffutta, a <li*op.] 

4. Swatth, swath 5 sward ; a 
lino of grass. 

6 . Interlexture, wbafc is inter- 
woven. [Lat* between, and 
I weave,] 


0. Hips, fcho boiTies of the viltT- 
brior. 

7* Haws, tho berries of the 
hawthorn, 

8. Blushing crabs, ripo wild 
apples. 

9. Berries black as jet, black 
bovrioa, the fruit of the bramble, 

10. Emboss, adorn with then 
bunches, ' 
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Tho brainbloj black as jet, op sloes' austere’, 
lliU'tl faro ! bub such as boyish appotilo 
Disdains not, nor tlio palato, nudopravod 
] 25 By cnliuai-y'’' arts, unsavoury deems. 

No Sofa thou awaited my return, 

Nor Sofa thou 1 needed. Youth repairs 
His wasted spirits quickly, by long toil 
Incurring short fatigne j and~thongh our years, 

] 30 As life declines, speed rapidly away, 

And not a year but pilfers*, ns lie goes, 

Somo youthful grace that ago would gladly keoj), 

A tootli or anburu lock, and by degroe.s 
Their length and colour from the locks they spare, — 
135 The elastic spring of an unwearied foot. 

That mounts the stilo with case, or leaps the fence, 
That play of lung.s, inhaling and again 
Respiring freely the fresh air, that makes 
Swift pace or stoop ascent no toil to mo, 

140 Mine have nob pilfered yot; nor jmb impaired 
ily relish of fair prospect j scenes that soothed 
Or charmed me young, no longer young, I find 
Still soothing and of power to charm mo still. 

And witness, dear companion’ of ray walks, 

145 Whoso arm this twoutieth winter I percoivo 
Past locked in mine, with pleasure such as love. 
Confirmed by long experience of thy worth 
And well-tried virtuos, could alone inspire — 
Witness a joy that thou hast doubled long. 

1.50 Thou knosv'st my praise of Nature most sincere. 
And that my raptures arc not conjured up 
To serve occasions of pootio pomp, 


1. Sloes, wild plums. 

2. Austere, som*. [Lab, aiistcr^ 
tlio dry Hontli-wiiid.J 

8 , Culinary, portaining to cook- 
ing, [Lab, culincij a kitobon.] 

4, But pilfers, wliicli does nob 
steal. Hub is here a nogativo 


relative promnnu] , 

5, Dear companion, Jus. 
Unwin, in -vyIkibo ho usd llio pool 
was a hoarder and inmabo from 
IVOB to 1790 ill which year 
sho died. Hor hushand, the 
Bov, Mr. Unwdn, died in 17G7 j 
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Bub genuiuGj and art pavfcuor of tlioiii all. 

How oft^ upon you eminonccS our pace 
155 Has slackened to a i)ausG, and wo have borno 
The ruffling wind, scarce conscious that it blew; 
Wliile Admiration, feeding at tlio oyo, 

And still nnsated, dwelt upon ilio scono. 

Tlienco Avitli what pleasure have we just discerned 
160 The distant plough slow-moving, and, bosido* 

Hia labouring team that swerved not from the track, 
The sturdy swain diminished to a boy I 
Here Ouse®, slow-winding tbrongli a lovol^plaiii 
Of spacious moads, with cattlo sprinkled o*er, 

165 Oondiiots the cyo along his sinuous" course 
Delighted, There, fast rooted in their bank, 

Stand, never oveidookod, our favourite elms, 

Tliat screen the hmlsinan’s solitary hut j 
Wliilo far beyond, and ovorbliwart® tlio stream, 

170 That, as with molten glass, inlays the valo, 

The sloping laud recedes into the clouds j 
Displaying, on its varied side, tlio grace 
Of hedge-row beauties® numberless, S([iifiro tower, 

1. “ From tho town of Olaoy, tho olniroh on its siimmib, Jifc I ho 
westward, over thvoo fiolds, tho distunco of iioarly fourlooa aiilos 
rtsoont is gradual to tho ominoiioo Ihio aontli, ia an OKtonsivo valloy, 
roforrod to by tho poot in Ihofio appear tho doviouR win dings of 
linos. From this olcviition is scon tlio rivor Oijso, wlioHO nuis'.y and 
fi prospect oxtonaivo in ovory docojitivo course ussnineH tho 
dirootion bub tlio north, which is snnblancc of varions stronnifl, 
boinidod by a quiok hedge, on Tlio nioadow^a aro likowiso in tor- 
rising ground. To tho eastward is sooted by dikos, out for tlio pnr- 
Stovonton, in Bodfordshiro j peso of draining floods,^ wliioli 
further oast sfcanda tho ‘square give the land, ovon in fiines nf 
towor* of OHffcoii Ohnroh, and drought, a del ightfn! verdure,” 

ranging still eastward, tho pro- 2, Beside, by llio side o{, 
speob is boimdod by Oil f ton Wood ; 8, Ouse, the Hroat^ Oukc, 

till duo oast, is soon tho ‘tall <li. Sinuous, winding, LLut, 

spiro ^ of Olney Ohnroh, and a aimiftf a {uirvo. ] 

eonsidcrablo pail of tho town. fi. Overihwart, over muosHj 

To tho southward is tho ploasanb opposite, 

village of Emborton, on tho right (I, Hcdgeoow bcauilcB, I bn 
of which appears, wlion tlio wild llowors growing in tho hcilgon 
wcatbor is clear, 13owhrick*hill, of tlio ilolds, 
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Tull spIi’G, from which the sonucl of choorful bells 
175 Jusb undulates' upon the listeuiiig car ; 

Groves, honbhs, and smoking villages, remote. 
Scenes must bo beaiititul, which, daily viewed, 
Pleaso daily, and whose uovelfc;)' survives 
Long knowledge and the scrutiny® of years — 

180 Praiso justly duo to those that I describe. 

Nor rural sights alone, but rural sounds 
Exhilarate” the spirit, and restore 
The tone of languid nature. Mighty winds 
That sweep the skirt of some far-spreading wood 
135 Of ancient growth, make music not unlike 
The dash of Ocean on his winding shore. 

And lull the spirit while they fill the mind, 
Unnumbered iDranches waving in the blast, 

And all their leaves fast fluttering, all at once. 

100 Nor less composure waits upon the roar 
Of distant floods, or on the softer voice 
Of neighbouring fountain, or of rills that sli]? 
Through the cleft rock, and, chiming as they fall 
Upon loose pobblcs, lose themselves at length 
105 In malted grass, that with a livelier green 
Betrays the secret of tbeir silent course. 

Nature inanimate employs sweet sounds, 

But animated Nature sweeter still, 

To soothe and satisfy the human ear. 

200 Ten thousand warblers cheer the day, and one* 
The livelong night j nor these alone, whoso notes 
Nioe-iingered Art must emulate in vain, 

But cawing rooks, and kites that swim sublime'* 


1, Undulates, falls with a 

wavo-liko motion, [fjat. wucla, a 
^vavG,] ^ 

2, Scrutiny, oarofnl examina- 
tion. [Lat. scpuior, I Boavoh 
thoroughly,] 

3, Exhilarate, olioer j onlivon | 
gladden, [Ltvb. aw, and hilariSf 


morry,] 

4>, One — “Cowpor^s ornitho- 
logy ivaa only poetical j the night- 
ingale has a rival in the black- 
oap.’* 

5. Sublime, on ldgh» [Lat, 
suUimiSi high,] 
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In still repeated circles, screaming loud; 

205 The jay, the pie, and even tlio boding owl 

That hails the rising moon, have charms for me. , 
Sounds inharmonious in themselves and harsh, 

Yot heard in scones where poaco for ever reigns. 
And only there, please highly for their sake. 

210 Peace to bho artist, whose ingenious thought 
Devised the weather-house b that useful toy“ ! 
Fearless of humid air and gathering rains. 

Forth steps the man — an emblem of myself ! 

More delicate his timorous mate retires, 

215 When Winter soaks the fields, and female feot, 

Too weak to struggle with tenacious clay, 

Or ford tho rivulets, are best at home, 

The bask of new discoveries falls on mo. 

At such a season, and with such a ciiargo, 

220 Once wont I forth, (uul found, till then unknown, 

A cottage, whither oft ’svo since repair : 

^Tis perched upon the groeu hill-top, but close 
Envirouod with a ring of branching elms 
That overhang tho thatch, itself unseou 
225 Poops at tho valo below ; so thick beset 

With foliage of such dark redundant growth, 

I called the low-roofed lodge tho iwasauVs 
And, hidden as it is, and far remote 
From such unpl easing sounds as haunt tho oar 
230 In village or in town, tho bay of curs 

Incessant, clinking hammers, grinding wheels, 

And infants clamorous whofcher pleased or pained, 
Oft have I wished the poaoofiil cover t mine. 

Hero, I havo said, at least I should possess 

1, Weatherhouse, a baro- womiui Lo in, aiul JIh nonlrmt- 

metncal toy*hoiiso with two tioii in I’m’i’ ^voiitljor iniuTo tli<» 
figuvoa in it — n nmn and a wn« wonuni ctmm out 
man— siiflpondod by nioatiB of 2. Uaeful toy, - - An 
oatgnt. Tho oxiiansion of this 3 The peasant B neat, • ■ U 
maLorial in wot weathor cniifiod Rhiuds ul)oiit ball u nnlu li'oiii 
tliG mail to como out and tlio iVc.ston.’' 
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235 Tlie poet’s treasure^ silence, and indulge 
The dreams of fancy, tranquil and secure. 

Vain though b I the dweller in that still retreat 
Dearly obtains the rofuge it affords. 

Its elevated sito forbids the wretch 
240 To drink sweet waters of the crystal well; 

He dips his bowl into the weedy ditch, 

And, heavy laden, brings his beverage home, 

Far fetched and little worth j nor seldom waits, 
Dependent on the baker’s punctual call, 

245 To bear his creakiug panniers^ at the door, 

Angry and sad, and Ins last crust consmued. 

So farewell envy of tho peasant’s nest I 
If Solitude make scant the moans of life, 

Society for me® I Thou seeming swecl, 

260 Be still a pleasing object in my view, 

My visit still, but never mine abode. 

Not distant far, a length of colonnade'^ 

Invites ns j monnnioiib of ancient taste, 

Now scorned, but worthy of a better fate, 

255 Our fathers know the value of a screen 

From sultry suns, and in tlioir shaded walks. 

And long 23rotracted bowers, enjoyed at noon 
The gloom and coolness of declining 
We bear our shades about us; self-deprived 
260 Of other screen, the thin umbrella^ spread, 

And range an Indian waste'^ without a tree. 

Thanks to Bencvolus" — ho spares mo yet 
These cliestnuts ranged in corrospouding lines, 

1. Panniers, Lrond buBkofcs. is ‘‘ wo.** a pliado,] 

i Lftfc. panist broad,] ^ 6. Indian waste, a wiiBtc like 

2. Society for me, i.e., I j-irofor fclio prairieH of Ainorica, tho 

society . abori^^iuos of wbicli are eullod 

3. Colonnade, trees standing Red Indians. [Sou p. 230, note <1.] 
opposite rows and forming a 0, Benevolus, a jjnmo eoined 

oovered ^^ay, cobnaKK, a for tbo benevolent Mr, John 

coluimi.] Otmrtney Throc'kmorton, of 

•1, umbrella. — Objective by Woston Underwood 

spioad/*fchonomumtivo of which well, mid voZo, I wish,] 
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And, thougli liimsolf so poHslaed, sfcill reprieves^ 
26a Thd obsolebo^ prolixity® of shade. 

Dos con ding now (but cautious, lost too fast) 

A sudden steep, upon a rustic bridge* 

Wo pass a gulf in wliich the willows dip 
TUoir pondout boughs, stooping as if to drink, 
270 Houcb, ankle-deop in moss and flowery thyrne^, 
VVo mount again, and feoi at every step 
Our foot half Slink in hilloolca greon and soft, 
liaised by the inolo, the minor of the soil. 

He, not unlike the great ones of mankind, 

275 Disfigures Barth, and plotting in the dark, 

Toils much to oaru a mounmental pile, 

That may record the mischiefs ho has done, 

The summit gained, behold the proud ulcovr''' 
That crowns it 1 yot not all its pride secures 
280 The grand retreat from injurio'i improssod 
By rural carvers, who with knivoa deface 
The panels, leaving an obscure, rude name, 

In oliaractors'^ uncouth^ and spolt amiss, 

So strong tho zeal to immortali^o himself 
285 Boats in the breast of man, that even a few, 

Few transient years, won from the abyss ab!ioi‘red 
Of blank oblivion, scorn a glorious pxuKG, 

And even to a clown®, — Now roves the oyo, 


1 , Reprieves, ilolays iho tlo- 
sjtniofciou of, To I'opriovo*' liior* 
ally moans to dolay for a tiniollio 
oxeoution of n orlmiiial, [bat. ro, 
and pyoho^ I prove, try.] 

2. Obsolete, gono out of fa- 
shion. [bat. oh, and soUo, I am 
accngtoniGcl.] 

S, Prolixity, oxtoiniou of 
longbli. [Haro in this Bonao. Lat, 
proluvns, oxtondod.] 

i, A rustic bridge. — “Tho 
bridge spii lined a brook whiolt 
after winding through the Tarlv, 
crossed tho road from Olnoy to 

12! 


Northampton ut ii pliu'o oallofl 
Ovors Hi'ook,** 

5, Thyme (timo), an aromiilio 
plant. 

(J. Alcove, — '' A graoof'ul litth) 
fltructui’o oi woodd’ [Ar, tho, 
and knbboh, a roooHS in a gaidon, | 

7, Characters, lotlorH, pJr. 
char(mf), I (mgruvod 

8, Uncouth, odd; awkward, 
fit formerly meant * unknown/ 
from A -8, ini, not, ami ('itutuin, 
to know, I 

<J, Clown, mi iMiodiioafod 
nisi !(’. 
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Aud^ posted on this spectiliifcive^ height, 

290 "Exults ill its command. The shoeptbld lioi-o 
PoLirs out its fleecy tenants o^ov the globo®. 

At first, progrossivo as a sti’cum, they seek 
The middle lielcE; but scattered by degrees, 

Each to his choice, soon whiten all the land. 

296 There, from tho saiiburni hayficld lionioward creeps 
The loaded wain, while lightened of its charge, 

The wain that meets it passes swiftly by — 

The boorish'^ driver loauiug o^or his team 
Vooiferoua“, and impatient of delay. 

800 Nor loss attractive is the woodland scone, 

Eivorsified with troos of every growth^ 

Alike yot various^ Hero tho grey smooth trunks 
Of ash, or limo, or beech, distinctly shine, 

Within tho twilight'^ of their distant shades ; 

305 Tlicre'^, lost behind a rising ground, tho wood 
Seems sunk, and shortcuod to its topmost boughs. 
No treo in all tho grove biit^° lias its charms, 
Though each its hue peculiar*^; paler some, 

And of a wannish grey; tho willow such, 

310 And poplar that with silver linos his leaf, 

And ash far-strofcchiug bis'® umbrageous arm j 
Of d eeper green tho elm ; and deeper still, 


1. speculative, coinmnnding 
an ext«nsivo view. [Lat, spoctilorf 
I watch. 1 

2. Glebe, meadow. [LaLffleM^ 
laiuLj 

3. Middle field, tlio iniddlo of 
tlio field. [A Latinism,] 

4. Boorish, mstio •, riido, 

6. Vociferous, ol amorous. 
[Lat. tjojj, voice, and fero, I boar.,'] 

6. Every growth, every kind 
of growth. 

y, Alike yet various, t.e., 
roHOtnbliijg ono another in goiioral 
appearance, but not all of tho 
saitiG kind. 

a Twilight, dim light. 


9, Here— there, in one plnco, 
ill another place. 

10, But, a wogativo relative, 
tl. Peculiar, flpcoially its own, 

[Lat. private property, 

from cattle, in which pro- 
perty origmall}- oouBistciL] 

12, was foMiici'ly the 

poshOBHivo of it,*' IIS well us of 
'* he.*' Tlio foi-m “ ils ** firdt cnino 
into use in the reign of James I. 
In the Jlihlo ivocourri only onoOjaiul 
it in Beldom fomid in the works of 
Shalcofipenro. iliUou also often 
uses "his** for “its,” 

13 Umbrageous, shady. 
[Lat. umhi'a, a shadd.] 
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Lord of the woods, the long-surviving^ oak. 

Some glossy-leaved and shining* in the suiij — 

315 The maple^ and the beech of oily nuts® 

Prolific®, and the lime, at dewy eve 
Diffusing odours : nor unnoted pass 
The sycamore*, CJipricioas® in attire, 

Now green, now tawny, and, ere autumn yet 
320 Have changed tho woods, in scurlot honours bright, 
0*er blmse, but far beyond (a spacious map" 

Of hill and valley interposed botwcon), 

Tho OnsOj dividing the well-watered land. 

Now glitters in the sun, and now retires, 

326 As bashful, yot impatient to bo seen, 

Heuco tho cleolivity’ is sharp and short, 

And such tlio re-ascent; between thorn wecjjs 

A litblo Naiad® her impoverished urn 

All summer long, whioli winter fills again. 

330 The folded gates would bar my progress now, 

But thfit tho lord of tliis enclosed deinesno'^, 
OommnnicalivG of tho good ho owns, 

Admits me*° to a sharo : the gniltloss oye 
Commits no wrong, nor wastes what it enjoys. 

335 Refreshing* change I whore now the blazing sun ? 
By short transifion we have lost bis glare, 

And stepped at ouco into a cooler clime. 

Ye fallen avenues | onco more I mourn 
Your fate nnmorited, once moi*o rojoice 


L. Long'Surviving.— -Tho oak 
ifi to lis^e for fcwo or fchroo 
luiudrod yojirs, 

2. Oily nuts, booohinasl, 

3 Prolific, profluctivo. [Lai, 
and/acia.I niako.'J 
^ 1 , Sycamore, a kind of 

I Qr, sijkomovus^ tho fig-mulboriy, 
from vjkon, n liiy, mul moroji, tho 
1)1 aok mnlboriy, ) 

5. Capiicious, ohaiigoablo. 
[Uonomlly nijpliod to tornpor or 
luimnur Lab a goat.] 


(1 Map, oxpaiiso. 

7, Declivity, tloscOTifc. [Op* 

poaod loacflihuty. [Lat. a 

slopo.] 

8. Naiad. — ^U'ho Naiad was a 
narrow ohaiinol to drain tho 
hollow. [Tn mythology, a watrr- 
nympli. Gr. nao, I ilow.] 

U Demesne, estato- [l.at, 
domhimt a lord ] 

10. Admits me, Mr, John 
Tlivockiuorton allowed Oowporio 
have Ujo kiy of tho gronndH. 
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S40 That yet a remnant of your raeo snrvivea, 

How any and llO^Y light tlio graceful arch, 

Yet awful as the coiisecraied roof^ 
lie-echoing pious aiitlieina I while boiieath^ 

The chequered® earth seems restless as a flood 
345 Brushed by the wind. So bportivo is the light 
Shot through the boughs, it dances as they dauce, 
Shadow and sunshine intermingling quick, 

Aud darkening and enlightening, as the leaves 
Play wanton, every motnoiit, every spot, [chceitd, 
360 And now, with nerves now-braced and spirits 
Wo tread the ^Yilderncss, whoso woll-rollcd walks, 
With curvature of slow and easy sweep, — 

Deception innocent— givu ample spneo 
To narrow bounds. The grove receives ns next ; 

865 Between the upright shafts of whose tall elms 
We may discern tho thresher at liis tnsk. 

Thump after thump, resounds the constant flail 
That seems to swing uncertain, and yet falls _ 

Pull on the destined oar’\ Wide flies the chalf, 

3G0 The rustling straw souds up a frequent^ mist 
Of atoms, sparkling in the i\oonday beam. 

Oomo hither, ye that press your beds of down 
Aud sleep notj see him sweating o^or his bretid 
Before ho eats it, — ^Tis tlio primal curse'^, 

8G6 But softened into merc;jq made the ploclgo 
Of cheerful days, and nights without a groan, 

By ceaseless action, all that is subsists. 

Constant rotation of the unwearied wheel 
That Nature rides upon, maintains her health, 

370 Hor beauty, her fertility. She dreads 

An instauPs pause, and lives but while sho moves ; 

1. Consecrated roof, cLnrcli. gmin, 

LLnt con, ami saccr, holy.] 4, Frequent, thick j cro^vdetl, 

2, Chequered, marked with crowded*] 

little squares (of shadow), Hko a 5. The primal curse.*— See 
ohess-boiircl, GonoaiB iii. — Cursed is tlio ground 

8, Ear, spiko or head of corn or for tliy ankof" t^.c. 
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Its own revolvoncy* nphoias me womu 
Winds from all quarters agitato fclio air. 

And fib fclio limpid^ eleineub” for usg> 

375 Else noxioas'^: oooansj rivers, lakes, and abreams, 
All feel the freshening impulse, and are cleansed 
By restless uiidnlalion®« Evhi the oak 
Thrives by tho rude concussion* of the stormj 
He seems indeed indignant, and to feel 
380 The impression of the blast with proud disdain, 
Frowning as if in his unconaoioiis arm 
He held the th^llder^ But tho inoiiarcV owes 
His firm stability to what he scorns, 

More fixed below, the more disturbed above. 

385 The law by which all oreaturea else avo bound. 
Binds man, the lord of alb Himself* derives 
No mean advantage from a kindred cause. 

From stronuons^® toil his hours of sweelosb ease. 
The sedeutary^^ stretcli their laz:y length 
390 When onstom bids^^, but no rofroshmont find, 
l^or none tlioy need ; tho languid eye, tho cheek 
Deserted of its bloom, tho flaccid^*, shrunk, 

And withered muscle, and tho vapid^*^ soul. 
Reproach their ownor with that lovo of real, 


1. Revolvency, prinoiplo of 
rovolviiij? i I’ovolufcion. 

2. Limpid, oloar j tmnspamii. 
[Lafc. liuipiihts, clenr.] 

Element. — Air, ns woll na 
wntor, oai’th, nud Arc, was formoi'ly 
rogarciGil ns nn olonioiii, 

(Is Noxious, injurious, [bat. 
nocoOf I Imvfc ] 

5. Undulation, a waving 
motion. fLat, a wavo.] 

tt. Concussion, bhnkhig. [bat. 
con, ainl aTtatio, I shako J 

7. Thunder.— I’ll 0 oak was 
anoL’od to JupiitM'j who wioldod 
the tlmndor. 

8. The monarch, tlio onk, 


commonly oallod ^ tho king of 
trooa * 

S), Himself, ho hiinsolf. 

10. Strenuous, vigormwj oiior- 
gotiof Inboi’ionH. [Tjat. 

nlliod to Or, hlroiig,] 

11. The scdeniory, thoso wlio 

pass moat of thtiir limuiu a Bitting 
pOHturo. Hfulcot X Hit.] 

12. When cusioni bids, at tho 
UBUul hour of going io hod. 

13. Flac'cid, soft niid weak i 
Ihlhliy. [Lfib jfarcHHt (Uihby.] 

It. Vapid, dull 5 HiaritloRS. 
[Lat. vaindvn^ fnnu tho Hiimo root 
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396 To wliicli ho forfeits evhi tho rest ho 1oycs\ 

Not such the alert and active. Measure lifo 
By its true worth, tho comforts it affords, 

And theirs alone seems worthy of tho name, 

Good health, and, its associate in tlio most, 

400 Good temper, spirits prompt to undertake, 

And not soon spent, though in an arduous task, 

The powers of fancy and strong thought— are theirs ; 
Bvhi age itself seems privileged in thorn 
With clear exemption from its own defects. 

406 A spax'kling eye beneath a wrinkled front 
The veteran shows, and, gracing a grey beard 
With youthful smiles, descends toward the grave 
Sprightly, and old almost without decay, 

Like a coy maiden, Base, when courted moat, 

4d0 Farthest retires — an idol, at whose shrine 
Who oftenost sacrifice are favoimcd least. 

The love of Nature, and tho scenes she clrnws, 

Is Naturo^s dictate. Strange I there should bo found , 
Who®, self-imprisoned in ihoir proud saloons®, 

415 Renounce the odours of tho open field 
For the unscented fictions of tho loom*’; 

Who, satisfied with only poncilled scenes'*. 

Prefer to the performance of a God 
The inferior wonders of an artist's hand. 

420 Lovely indeed the mimic® works of art, 

But Nature's works far lovelier, I admire, 

None more admires, the painter’s magic skill, 

Who shows me that which I shall nover see, 

Conveys a distant country into mine', 


1. Love of rest — rest he 4 3Pictions of the loom, forms 

ove8.“An example of paroim- or figures worked in embroidery 
nasia, or play on words or Iflimstry, 

2. Who,— Supply tho antecodonfc 6, Pencilled scenes, sconos 
' those ” or '^pooplo” [The omis- (lopiofeod hy painters j picturos. 
aonoftlieaiifcecodontisaliatimBm.] 0. Mimic, imitativo, 

3. Saloons, reception dialla. 7, Conveys, &o., represents 

[Fr, and Sp, salon,^} foreign scones in pioturos. 
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4<2B And ilirows Italian liglit* on English walls : 

Bub iuntalivG strokes cun do no more 

Than please the eyo — sweet Natnro^ every souse» 

The air salubrious^ of her lofty hillsj 

The cheering fragrance of her dewy valos^ 

480 And music ot her woods— no works of man 
May rival these ; those all bespeak^ a power 
Peouliarj and exclusively her own. 

Beneath tho open sky she spreads the fuasi; j 
^Tis free to all — -Tis every clay remowed ; 

435 Who scorns it, starves deservedly at lioino, 

Ho docs not scorn it, who, imprisoned long 
In somo unwholesome dungeon®, and a prey 
I'o sallow sickness, whicli the vapours, dank® 

And clammy^ of Ins dark abode have bred, 

440 Escapes at last to liberty and light. 

Ilis cheek recovers soon its honlthful hue, 

His oye relumines its oxtiugnishecl fires, 

He walks, ho leaps, ho runs — Is winged witli Jny, 
And riots in tho sweets of every brceyiO. 

446 He does not scorn it, who has long endured 
A fovor^s agonies, and fed on drugs. 

Nor yet Uio mariner, his blood inflam(Ml 
With acrid® salts, his very heart athirst 
^1^0 gnico at Nature in her green array; 

460 Upon tho ship^s tall Kid<i ho stands, possossed® 

With visions prompted by ini(»nsu desire ; 

Fair fields app ear below, sneli as ho left 

1 , Italian light — Italy i« ftlron^nHlr hiwiu’ oi! a rjualo."] 

famous fov ]n\i* lovoly seem my as (1. Dank, damp 5 iiioihi* 

wall ns Tor her gi'ctd puiiitors, 7 . Clammy, IIjirR) Hofi, mi<l 

2. “Nature” ugroon with aUclty. r/r/m, mini] 

“ ploasos” unrlevHlood. H, Acrid, rharj) orlilJuif to fhu 

8. Salubrious, favmirublo to lanh*; biller, | Lu(., alitn']^ j 
loalLh ; lumltliful, [Lai/ naluH, Snilura fiatjuaully miftVr Vvom 
hcfUtli,] Ft(-iivvy owiiijf tri flni dijaciilly ni’ 

4 , Bespeal, nlmw 1 iaduialo 11 1'riiali v(‘K4»luliti duH.. 

5 . Dungeon, rt oln^^o prison ; a |), PoBncnn''d with, iii(luoiH*f'd 
cioop, dark placo of coalinoiMont. by. [(bnnually iippli^'^ llio 
[Fr, doiiJotii Mifj iimurniohi and iiiduenoo of ovii aiiiiiis. | 
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Far clisianfc, such as ho would die to find — 

Hg seeks thorn lioadlong^, and is soon no more. 

455 n^he sploon® is seldom felt wliero Flora® reigns; 
The lowering'*" oyo, tlio pofculancej tlio frown, 

And sullen sadness, that o^ershade, distort, 

And mai’ the face of Beauty, when no cause 
For such immeasurable woe appears, 

460 These Flora banishes, and gives tho fair 

Swoot smiles, and bloom less transient than her own. 
It is tho coustani revolution®, stale 
And tasteless, of the same repeated joys, 

That palls and satiates, and makes languid life 
465 A pectlar^s® puck^, that bows the bearer down. 

Health suffers, and tho spirits ebb; the heart 
Eecoils® from its own choice — at tho full feast 
Is famished — finds no music in tho song, 

No smartness in the jest, and wonders why. 

470 Yet thousands still desiro to journey ^on, 

Though halt*^ and weary of tlio path they tread, 

The paralytic’ h who can hold her cards, 

But cannot play thorn, borrows a frien(Vs hand 
To deal’’* and shuflle^®, to divide and .sorb^’' 

475 Her mingled suits'’ and sequences’^®, and sits 

1. Seeks them headlong, tho Inn <T part ] 

plungoB hondlong into tho sea to d, Journey, live. [Fr. jouvt 

find them, Lab, diesj a day.] 

2. Spleen, jlhlmmoiii’} inolati- 10. Halt, lame j disnhlotl 

oholy. [The sploon waa formerly 11, Paralytic, ono nfPootml with 

Buppoaod to ho tho seat of all paralysis or palsy. [Gr. pam, 
angry passions.] beside, and Jj/o, to looao.] 

3. Flora, the goddosa of 12, Deal, diBCribiiio 

flowers, [rjal.yfo.s, a flnwor,] 13, Shuffle, mix togothor. 

4. Lowering, frowning. 14, Sort, arrango ucoording to 

[See ])ago 315, note 0,] thoir auits and numbors. 

5. Constant revolution, oon- 15. Suits, fcho four sots or classes 

till nod Vo])otitioii or reciUTonoe. into which playing cai’ds aro 

(1, Pedlar or podlor, a hawkor divided, Tlioy aro oallod olnbs, 
of goods. [From peddle t bo soil spades, hearts, and diamonds, 
by travelling.] 10, Sequences, oards immodi- 

7. Pack, bnndlo, ately following one another in the 

8. Recoils, turns baok with Bamosuit} ns, king, queen, knave, 

disgnsfc [Lat. re, back, and cwZus, &o, [Lab. acqmVf I follow,] 
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Spectatress botli and apcclaclo^, o sad 
And silonfc oiplievj wliile her proxy^ plays. 

Others are dragged into tlio crDWclod room 
Between siii^portors j und onco soaiedj sil 
480 Through downriglit inability to riscj 

Till the stout bearers lift the corpso again. 

These speak a loud tnomonLo'\ Vet e’en Ihc&c 
Themselves love Ufo^ and cling to it, as bo 
That overhangs a torroutj to a twig. 

485 'Phoy love it, and yet loathe it j fear to dies 
Yet scorn the purposes for wliieh they livci 
Thou whoroforo not ronouneo tlunn ? No — the dread, 
The slavish cl road of solitude, that breeds 
Reflection and rotnorso, the fear of shame, 

490 And thoir iiiveterato^ habits, all forbid. 

Whom call wo guy? 'J’liat Imnonr has boon lung 
The bon.st of move pretenders io tljo name, 

The inuooont are guy — the lurk is g^ly, 

That dries his fuathora satiirato“ wilh (hnv 
495 Beuoath the rosy elond) while y(d tlm hoains 
Of day-spring overshoot ids Immbht^ nosi. 

Tho peasant too, u witnciss of his song, 

Himself a songster, is as gay as he, 

But save mo fVt)m tho gaiety of tliose 
500 Whoso headnehoH nail tlnnn to a nooudny bod ; 

And savo mo, too, from tlieir.s whoso haggard^ ojoh 
F lash desperation, and b(4rny their pang.s 
For property Bbripped olfby (uniel clmiieo''; 

From gaiety tliat lills tho bones with pain, 


1. Spectaclo, liornrlf Ji 
stock. 

2. Proxy, milmliijuto. (Uon. 
tvaotoil from jiroenutrv. ] 

8. Memento, waruiiiK. fliuL 
mori, romomlmr 

4, Inveterate, nMj (loop- 
rooted. I Ijiii. old, I 

5. Saturate, wuiiiralt'il, tho* 


nniKhly wot, | IjhI, unftty, rnlUJ 

(I. Ilumblo,- .Tlui jiKylfuk 
biiiklH i(H iicHt on iJio Ki'unnrl, 
fbal. hitiintd, tlio ;<i‘nnhd, I 

7. Haaaard. wild ; deep Minis | 
oiiro-woui. \Vv. /(rn/(nd, ti 
Cidi'uii. I 

8 , Cruel chance, jlMm-k in 
Kundjlinp, 
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605 The mouth with bksphcmy^ the heart with woo. 

The Earth was made so various, that the rniud 
Of desultory® inau, studious^ of change^ 

Aud pleased with novelty, might bo indulged, 
Prospects, 'however lovely, may bo seen 
610 Till half their boautios fade; the weary sight. 

Too well acquainted with thoir smiles^ slidos off 
Fastidious*, seeking less familiar scenes. 

Then snug enclosures in the sbeltGrod vale, 
Where frequent hedges intercept the eyo, 

515 Delight ns, happy to rcnoimoo awhile, 

Nob senseless of its charms, what still wo love, 
That such short absence may endear it more. 

^Phoii forests, or the savage rock, may please, 

That hides the sea* mew* in his hollow clefts 
520 Above the reach of man : liis^ hoary head, 
Conspicuous many a league, the mariner, 

Bound homoward, and in hopo already there, 
Greets with three cheers exulting'. At his waist’ 
A girdle of half-withered shrubs ho shows, 

626 And at his feet the baffled billows die. 


The common, overgrown with fern, and rougli 
With prickly goss®, that, shapeless and deforraod, 
And dangoi'ous to the touch, has yet its bloom, 
And decks itself with ornaments of gold®, 

630 Yields no unploasing ramble ; there the turf 
Smells fresh, and, rich in ocloriforoiis'® liorbs 
Aud fungous frnits^^ of earth, regales the 


1, Blasphemy, B))Oftking ill of 
God, [Qr. biupto, I in jure, and 
jphemi, to fipoak.] 
c 2. Desultory, passing from ono 
thing to another i given to ohaiigo j 
inoonsiaut, [Lab, tZc, and saliOf I 
leap,] 

3. Studious, fond; eagerly 
tlGsivous, 

'1 Fastidious, hard or difficult 
to plensQ i squeamish j disdainful. 
[Lat, haaghtinoas.J 

6, Sea-mew, BGa-gull, 


U, His, iho rouk’s. 

7, At his waist, linlf way up, 

8, Goss or gorso fur/f', n thick 
prickly ^»hx'ub. 

9, Ornaments of gold Tho 
fuiv.o boniN yellow flow^'ra. 

10, Odoriferous, diifiHing 
fi'agnnico. [Lat. odoi*, ml our, and 
ferOt I boiu\] 


11. Fungous fruits, inuab- 
rooms, &o,, which spring up 
suddenly, hub do not last tmg 
188 
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Witli luxury of unexpoctpd swoofcs. 

There oftou wnnclorH onoj whom hcLtor duys 
635 Saw better clad, iii cloak of satin h’iii'inu'd 

With laco, and hat with spleiuliil riiiaiul Iiouml 
A sorviug-inaicl was sho^ and foil in loro 
With ouo who loft hor, want (o sea, and dioil. 

Hov fancy followed him through foaming* win('« 

640 To distant shores, and she would sit and wtx'ii 
At what a sailor snfibrs ; faiK’y too^ 

Dolusivo most whoro warmest wishes nr<', 

Would oft anticipate his glad return, 

And dream of transports slio was not to know, 

646 She hoard the doleful tidings of his doath- 
And noror amilod again I And now slio rofuiis 
The dreary wnsto ; tlioro speiuls the livelong dny, 
And there, Tinl(‘ss when rlnirity forbids, 

The livelong* night. A tatteml apron* Indies, 

660 Worn as a cloak, and. hardly hides, a gown 
More tattoro'd still ; and both Imt ill c(me{‘Ml 
A bosom heaved with never-ceasing sighs. 

Sho bogs an idlo^ pin of all she meets, 

And lioarda ilimn in lu'r sleeve ; ))ut lu'odful fond, 

655 Though pressed with hmigor oft, or coni(dioi' <'lellu'H, 
Though pinched with cold, nslcH never,— Kate is 
crazed [ 

I SCO a eulumn of slow-rising snioho 
Overtop the lofty wood tliat skirts tlio wild'", 

A vagabond^ and usoIorb tribe there cat 
BOO Thoir misorablo mcah A koitlo, Klnng 
Betwoon two poles upon a stick transversis 
Becoives tho morseP— llosh obscmie'' of dog, 

1. Apron, a pioao nf oloLh <u» 4. Va|;;nbo!ul, Avumlpi’inj' j vn' 

loathor wormvl ion life f^rant. | Ijif nniur, I 

thooloUiGBaloim. K, 5. Morsel, nirtit ) UmmI, | nil,, li 

from Fi*. nappOi a tiibltMjlnfcli.J hiunlJiJ'ul, JjbL 1 biln. I 

2, She hega nn idle pin, i.e,, (h Ohaceno, IV.ulj 

o fTjftt. UK I Itniri <./f, inul 

8 - Wlla, llio wiiMu ooimntiii, ncojik, ti m-oiii'J 

]{i!l 
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Op verm in'* j or, ab bost> of cock purloinocP 
From his accustomed perch. Hard-faring race ! 

565 They pick their fuel out of every hodgOj 

Which, kindled with dry loaves, just saves unquonched 
The spark of life, The sportive wind blows wide 
Their llutloriug rags, and shows a tawny^ skin, 

The vellum* of tho pedigree thoy claim®. 

570 Girroat skill have they in palmistry®, and move 
To conjuro clean away the gold ilioy touch, 
Oonvoying worthless dross into its place j 
Loud when they beg, dumb only when thoy sLeaL 
Strange I that u creature rafciunal, and east 
575 In human mould, should brutalize by choice 
His nafcuro, and, though capable of arts 
By which tho world might profit, and himself, 
Self-banished from society, prefer 
Such squalid^ sloth to honourable toil ! 

680 Yet even those, though, feigning sickness oft, _ 

Thoy swathe^ the foroheadj drag the limping limb, 
And vox tlioir llosh with artificial sores, 

Can change their whine into a mirthful note. 

When Bafo ocoabion olFers; and with dance, 

685 And music of the Idaddor and the bug^ 

Beguile their woes, and make the woods rosonnd. 
Such health and gaiety of heart enjoy 


1. Vermin, noxious aiumal<i 
lil^o inico, ralSj ko. [Lnt, venniSj 
a worm.] 

2. Purloined, aLolen, [Lifcor- 
aUy, romovocl to a disianco j from 
Lat. firo, and lonouB, 

3. Tawny, dark-yollow j brown- 
iah, 

4. Vellum, akinj parohmonli, 
[Lttt. ritiiluSf a calf,] 

6. The pedigree they 
claim. — Tho gipBioa or gypsioB 
wore formorly supposed to bo 
doBoonclod from Llio anolout Mgyp- 
Liaii '4 but ethnologists now regard 


thorn ns dos.oomlanls of some 
obsoiii’o Indian iribo, 

0, Palmistry, tho pvotondod 
art of tolling fortunos by the 
lines and nifirks in tho palm of 
the hand. [Lat. palmar tho palm 
of tho hand, I 

7, Squalid, foul j filthy; ex* 
tromoly dirty, [Lat. stpiuldre, to 
be foul] 

8. Swathe, ]>iud with a band- 
age. 

0. The bladder and the bag, 
the tambourine and tho bug-pipe. 
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PART II.] 

The houseless rovei's of the sylvan world ; 

And, breathing wholesome air, and wandering much, 
590 Need other physic none to heal the effects 
Of loathsome diet, penury', and cold 

Blest he, though undistinguished from the crowd 
By wealth or dignity, who dwells secure, 

Where man, by nature fierce, has laid aside 
596 His fierceness, having learnt, though slow to learn. 
The manners and the arts of oiviP life. 

His wants, indeed, are inanyj but supply 
Is obvious®, placed within the easy reach 
Of temperate wishes and industrious bauds. 

GOO Here Virtue thrives as in her proper soil j 
Not rude aud surly', and beset with thorns. 

And torrlblo to sight, as when she springs 
(If e’er she spring sponlaueoiis) iu remote 
And barbarous climes, where violence prevails, 

606 And strength is lord of all; but gentle, kind, 

By culture tamed, by liberty refreshed, 

And all her fruits by radiant truth matured. 

War aud the chase ongro,ss the .savage whole* : 

War followed for roveiigo, or to supplant" 

610 The envied teiiaiits of some happier spot j ' 

The chase for sustenance, precarious’ trust! 

His hard condition with severe constraint 
Binds all his faculties, forbids all {growth 
Of wi.sdom, proves a school iu which he louriis 

615 Sly ci rcumvention*, nnrole u ting hate, 

“ ■“ ' drive or fin'oe 


1 Penury, exfcroiuo poverty j 
iodigoiico. C^v, jjanomai, to toil» 
to bo poor or needy.] 

2 Civilj civilizocl. 

8. Obvious, easily obtainable 
[Ltit. otiriHs, in the way ; from ob, 
and ria, a way.] 

Surly, i^looniily morose; 
cross and rude, fOld form sirbji 
probably for sir like^ arrogant.] 

5 , The savage whole, the 
^YJlolo of savage life. 


(i. Supplant, 
away; displace, [Lat. supjjlan* 
tare, to trip up 0110*8 bools j from 
sub, aud Ibe solo of tho 

loot.] 

7 . Precarious, imcorUiin. 
[Lat, 2«*c<;or, I pray; hoiico, liter* 
ally, depoiulent on prayer or cm- 
tioaty, nob certain.] 

8 . Circumvention, deooption j 
fraud j stratagem, [Lati ctreum, 
about, andveiim, I come.]- 
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Moan self-nfctacbmontj and soavco auglifc bosi(le\ 

'Hiiis faro Llic sliivcriiig natives of tlio iioHli, 

And tluis tlio rangers oftlio woHiern world^ 

Whore it advances far into tlio deep, 

620 n'owavds tho Antiircbio'^. Evhi tho favoured isles*" 

So lately founds although the constant sun 
Cheer all their sousons with a grateful siiiile, 

Can boast but littlo virtue ; and inert 
Through plenty, lose in morals what they gain 
626 111 manners— victims of luxurious case, 

Theso therotbro T can pity, placed roinolc' 

From nil that scionco traces, art invents, 

Or inspiration toachos ; and enclosed 
lu boundless ooonus, novor to bo passed 
680 By navigators nninlbvmod as they, 

Or ploughed ])evhaps by British Wk again. 

But far beyond tho rest^ and with most cause, 

Thee, gentle savage® 1 whom no love of thee 
Or bhiuo, but curiosity perhaps, 

085 Or else vuin-glory, prompted us to draw 

Forth from thy native bowers, to show tlau’ hero 
With wliat Kuporior skill wo can abuse 
Tho gifts of Providonco, and squander life. 

The dream is past ; and thou hast found again 
040 Thy cocoas and bananas, palms and yiims, [found 
And homos tail® thatohod with leaves. But hast thou * 
Their former charms ? And, having scon our state’. 
Our palaces, our Indies, and oiir pomp 
Of equipage, our gardens, and our sports, 

645 And heard our musicj aro thy simple friends, 

Thy simple faro, and all th y plain d olights, 

1. Beside, Ijosidoa. aiul a very flalubi'ions olimato. 

2. Western world, Atnonoa. 6, Gentle savage, — An oxam- 

8. The Antarctic, soutb, — plo of arj/z/ioron. Tho roforonco is 

opposite to tbo Arotio. to Omai, a nativo of tlio Kr loudly 

i. The favoured isles, tlio iBlamla, who aoooTnpnniod Captain 
Soflioty, Satuhvioh, and IMondly Cook to Kuglnnd in L775. 

Islands, discovered by Captain 0, Homcstall, houiostoad. 

Cook. They bavG n vory for lilo soil 7. Stale, splon dour; graudour. 
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As clear to thee as once ? And have tliy joys 
Lost nothing by comparison ^vitli ours? 

Riule as thou art (for we returned thee rudo 
650 iind ignorant, except of outward show), 

I cannot think thee yot so dull of hoart 
And spiritless, as never to regx’Ot 
Sweets tastod here, and loft as soon as known, 
Methinks^ I see iheo straying on the beach, 

655 And asking of the siii^go that bathos thy foot, 

If over it has washed our distant shore, 

I see theo weep, and thine are honest tears, 

A patriot's for his country : thou art sad 
At thought of her forlorn and abject state, 

COO From which no power of thine can raise her up. 

Thus Fancy paints thee, and though apt to err, 
Perhaps errs little when sho paints thco thus, 

Sho tolls mu, too, that duly every morn 
Thou climb^sb the mountain top, \Yilh ongor eye 
605 Exploring far and wido the watory waste 

For sight of ship from England. Every spook 
Seen in the dim horifson turns theo pale 
With conflict of contending hopes and fears. 

But comes at last the dull and dusky ovo, 

070 And sends thee to tliy cabin, well prepared 
To dream all night of what the day denied, 

Alas I expect it not. We found no bait^ 

To tempt na in thy country, Doing good, 
Disinterested good, is not our trado.^ 

675 Wo travel far, His truo, but not for naught; 

1, Methiuks, it sooma to mo. olForod hy tronoliory to fish or 

thyncan, to soom. ** Think, fool,— ia bnfc ono worcl difforontly 
in its uaiml sonso, comos from apolt, and is tho past participle of 
thmean, to think,] to hitoV 

2, Bait, — *' Bit and VaUi wbothor 

used for a small piooo of anythinfj, * Tho student should ho ou liis 
or for that part of a bridle 'which guard against being cjamcd away 
is put into a horae^s month, or for by tho pool*s invootires, England 
that linsfcy rofroshmont which man has don o more good to tho world 
op beast takes upon a journey, tlmn any other country, anoiont 
or for that temptation which is or modern, . 
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Aud must Toe bribed to compniss J?ai’b1i ngaiii 
By other hopes and rioliev fruits than yours,* 

But bliongh true worth and virbuo in tlio mild 
And genial soil of cultivated life 
080 Thrive niosl*, and may perhaps thrive only there, 
Yot not in cities oft — in proud, aud gay, 

And gain-dovotod cities. Thither flow, 

Aa to a common and most noisome^ sewor, 

IHio dregs and looulonce® of every huuh 
085 In cities, foul example on most minds 

Bogota its likeness. Kank“ abundance breeds, 

In gross and pampered cities, sloth, and lust, 

And wanbonnoss, aud gUitonnons excess. 

In cities, vice is hiddoii with most o.iso, 

090 Or seen with least rojminch ; and virtue, taught 
By frequent lapse*, can hope no tiiumpli there 
Boyond the achievement of suecossliil llight. 

I do confess them nurseries of Iho arts, 

In which they flourish u\ost * wliovo, in iho beams 
095 0£ warm enoouragoinontj aud in tho oyo 
Of public noto, they roach ilicir perfect si/.Oi 
Such fjondon is, by taste aud wealth proclaimed 
The fairest capital of all the world, 

By riot® and incontinouoo® tho worst’, 

700 There, touched by lieynolds**, a dull blank bocomos 
A lucid mirror, in which Nature sees 


1. Noisome, uoxioua. [^Krom 
annoy ancT sowio.] 

Feculence, ibulnosHi loosj 
di’ogs. [Lafc. /tecida, loos of wino.] 

3. Rank, oxoessivo j gross j foul. 

4. Lapse, slip \ failing in duty j 
deviation from rootitiudo. 

5. Riot, oxcoasivo luxury. ' 

0. Incontinence, lowdnosa, 

7. The worst.-^Thisslionldnot 
he taken litorally, 

8, Reynolds, Sir Joshua 
Heynokla, tho famous paiutor 
(1723^1792). 

* Oowpoi' wrote to Nowtou 


(October (1, 17B3) 5 — '“DiHCOVorioB 
have boon mado, but such dis- 
oovoriOB ns will hardly aatiafy tho 
oxponao of nioh nndortnkiogs. 
Wo brought away an Indian, and 
having (lobauoliQd him, wo sent 
him homo again, to commniuouto 
the infection to liia country j— lino 
sport, to ho sttro, hub Biicli 
will not defruy tho cost. Nations 
that Uvo upon broad-fruit, and 
have no mines to midco thorn 
worthy of our acquaintanoo, will 
bo but little' visited for tho 
future.* ’ 
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All her roflocted foafciirea. Bacon' there 
Gives more than fenitilo beauty* to a stone, 

And Ohatlmin’s’ oloqueuce to marble lips. 

705 Nor does tho chisol'' occupy alone 

The powers o£ sculpture, but tho style' as much ; 
Bach province of her art her equal caro. 

With nice incision of her guided steel® 

She ploughs a brazen Held”, and clothes a soil 
710 So sterile with what charms aoe’er* she will, 

'J'he richest scenery and tho loveliest forms. 

Whoro finds Philosophy® her eagle eye, 

With which sho gazes at you burning disk” 
Undazzlod, and detects and counts his spots ? 

715 In London. Where her implomonts exact, 

With which sho calculates, computes, and scans 
All distance, motion, magnitude, and, now 
Moasiiros an atom, and now girds a world ? 
in London. Where has commorco such a mart, 
720 So rich, so thronged, so drained, and. so supplied. 
As London— opulent, enlarged, and still 
Increasing London ? Babylon'® of old 
Nob inoro the glory of tho oartli, than sho 
A more accomplished world's chief gloiy now. 

725 Hho has her praise. Now mark a spot or two 
That so much beauty would do well to purge, 

And show this Queen of Cities, that so fair 


1. Bacon, John liacon, a oolo- 
bmloA «oiil])tov (17^^04709), 

2. Female beauty.— Tho allu- 

Huni is to tho Oominoi’oo’* 

ui tho nioniunoiil to Lord Ohatlmin, 
ill Wostnuontor Ahbc'y. 

{}, Chatham, WilHiim Pitt, 
of Uhatliam (L70S'L778). 

4, The chieel— the style — 
Tlio ohifiol ia an inati'iimunt used 
Jov out till f? in marble, untl 

tho stylo for engraving nii inolal. 

6. Steel, the stylo, > 

0, Brazen field, plate of bra'JB, 


7, What charms soe’er, — An 
exiunplo (>f Tmesis, 

8. Philosophy, i.e, astronomy, 

9. Burning disk, the disk of 
tho sun. 

10, Babylon, tho oapital of fcliu 
Assyrian ompiro, Tho niodorii 
town of lliliah is suppoaod to ho 
built on a part of its site. Tlio 
most roniavkablo odifico at liahy- 
lou was tho toniple of Boh Tho 
pahiao of Nobiichadnoiizav with its 
‘Mmiigin^i gardoiiH’^ was oallud 
“ the luhniration of tho world, 

H-6 
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May yot be foiilj so witty, yet not wise, 

It is not seemly, nor of good report, 

730 That she is slack in discipline — more prompt 
To avenge than to iJi’evcnt tlio broach of law ; 

That she is rigid in denouncing death* 

On petty robbers, and indulges life 
And liberty, and ofttimes honour too, 

786 To peculators® of the public gold : 

That thieves at home must hang ; but ho* that puts 
Into his ovorgorged and bloated purse 
The wmalth of Indian provinces, escapes. 

Nor is it well, nor can it come to good, 

740 That, through profane and infidel contempt 
Of holy writ*, she has presumed to annul 
And abrogate, as roundly as she may, 

The total ordinance* and will of God ; 

Advancing Fashion to the post of Truth, 

745 And centering all authority in modes 

And customs of her own, till sabbath- rites 
Have dwindled into uurespootod forms. 


1. Rigid in denouncing 
doatb. — The Engliab poual code 
was very sovoro in Cowper’s tiiiio* 
Doarh was tho penalty even for 
petty thefts. 

S. Peculators, those who ap- 
puopriato public money to their 
own use I those who are guilty 
of omboEzlemeiifc. [Lat. pecvlor^ 
1 steal, fiom pecuUunii pi'ivate pro- 
perty* See page 290, note 11.] 

3, But he, iSrc* — Tins lefers 
to WaiTon Hastings (1733-1818), 
our first Governor- Qeii 01 al, who 
was impoached before the House 
of Lords and charged by Edmuiul 
Bui ho, m a speech which lasted for 
niore than three doya, w'itJi ia- 
jtiQtfco and oppression towards 
tho princes and people of India, 
Tho trial lasted from 1788 to 1795, 


but in tho end Hnstiiigfs was 
acquit tod on all charges. 

Lord CHvo (1725-1774), the 
founder of our Indian Empiro, 
had also to defend himself against 
a motion of ccusuro brought 
against him in tho Hoiiso of 
Oominons The motion W'us 
rejected and tho House pnesod 
a resolution commending ** his 
great and moritorious sor vices to 
tho GOiiatry," Tho malprncticofi 
of these gloat administrators "woro 
chiefly duo to tho difliouUios of 
their situation and tho lax touo of 
morality prevalent among Iiidiivn 
officers at that period, 

4. Holy writ, i.a, the BibTo. 

6. Ordinance, decree, [To be 
distinguished from ovd^iance, 
cannon,] 
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And kuoes aucl liassooks^ are well nigli divorced, 
God inaclo tlic country*, and man made the iowii : 
7o0 What wondei'j ihon, that health and virtue, gifts 
Tliab can alone make sweet the bitter draught^ 

That life liolds out to all, should most abound 
And least be throatonod in tho fields and groves ? 
Possess ye, there [ore, yo who, borno about 
755 In chariots and sedans ^ know no fatigue 
But that of ii lie ness®, and taste no scenes 
I3iit such as Art contrives — possess yo still 
Your cloinonr; there only yo can shino ; 

Tliore only minds like yours can do no Imrin. 

700 Our groves wore planted to consolo at noon 
Tho pensive wanderer in their shades, At ovo 
Tho moonboain, sliding softly in between 
lio sleeping loaves, is all tlio light they wish— 
Birds warbling all the music. Wo can spare 
7Co Tlio splendour of your lamps ; they but oclipso 
Our softer satellite^. Your song.s confoiiiid 
Our more harmonious notes: tho thrush departs 
Scared, and tho offond(3d niglitingalo is initto. 

There is a public mischief in your mirth; 

770 It plagues your country. Polly such as yours 
Gr aced with a swoirP, and worthier of a fan^’, 

1. Hassocks, mats or (‘UHhirjus of Oowpor, but now noldom il' over 
forkucGhii^fou in ohnrohos, 'i'lio onipjtjyml. Sedan, a town 

moaning of tlio lino in that pooplo in llm north of Fianco, wlumco 
hflrVO booomo iiidinoront nhoiit tlioy woro introdiicoil into JiJng* 

going ti obm-oh, laiul.] 

The country,— 'A h distin- 6, Fatigue of idleness, — An 
gnislind from tho tinon. O.vijitioron, 

8. The bitter draught — Oom- 0, Your element, t.o., town-Iifo 

pare— which \b bont Huiiorl to you. 

"ao, Sun, while moroy holds 7. Softer saleJlitG, tho moon. 

[hat. satelh'i', an iiUrjndnnt, tho 
On l^ntiiro’B awful waste, moon ik a Hfibolliio of tho earth..) 

To drink this last and bitter Clip 8, Graced with a sword.— In 
Of grief that man Hhall tasto,” Oowpnr’s time it wnq tho fashion 
OampholL for young gall an Lh in wear swords. 
4, Sedans, ohuirH rosombling U. Woithlcr oC a fan,— Fan b 
palaiirjitins, much used in tho tiino avo carried by ladies, 

H7 
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Hfis made, what enoiiiies could ne’er have done, 

Our arch of empire, steadfast but for you, 

774. A mutilated structure, soon to fall*. 

inifoTO Ooitips)' (1731-1832). 


12,-PABADISB lost. 

BOOK I. 

THE ABaUJIBNX. 

Tho First Book proposes, first in brief, tho whole snbaoot— Man’s clisobo- 
dionoo, and tl.o loss thoronpon of Pamdiso, wherein ho wnsploood: thou 
Sios the prime ennse of liis fnll. Iho Serpent, or : nthor Sntan ni tho 
Sornont i who, vorolting fiom God, and drawing to iiia side many logunis 
of Anirols was, by tho ooniinand of God, driven out of Uoavon, with 
all hia^cro'w, into tho groat Doop. Wliich notion passed oyer, tho I oem 
hastens into the midst orthings,prCBonting Satan, witli hmnngol8,now 
fallen into Hell doscribed hero, not in tlio Oontro (for Honvon and Martli 
may bo supposed ns yet not made, oortainly not yot aconrsod), but in a 
nlaeo of utter darkness, iltliost called Chaos. Iforo Satan, with hia 
Ancels, lying on tho burning lake, tluindorstniok and astonisliod, allor n 
certninspacB vooovers, as from confiibioii ; onlls up liim who iioxt in order 
and dignity lay by him : they confer of thoir niisorablo fall. Satan 
awakoiia all bis legions, who lay till tlioii in tho snino miimior conroiimloa. 
They riso • thoir mimborsj arriiyof battle; thoirohiofloador.s named, 
nooordino'to tho idols known of torn nvd in Oanaaii and tlio onniitnos 
adioining. To these Satan directs liisspoeoh j comforts thorn with hopo 
vetof regaining Heaven ; but tolls thorn lastly of a new w'OrUl, and a 
newkiudof oreatoro to bo created, acoording to au ancient piophooy, 
or report, in Heaven 1 for, that Angola were long before this visible 
creation, was the opinion of many ancient Fathers. To find out the 
truth of this prophecy, and wlial to dolonnino thereon, ho rofora to n 
full oouncil. What his assooiatos thenco attempt. Pnndomoninm, tho 
palaeo of Satan, rises, suddenly built out of tlio Doop 1 tho infernal 
Peers thoio sit in oonnoil. 

Op Mdu'al first clislobd|tlienco, and | tho friiit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the World, and all our woo, 

With loss of Eden, till one greater Mnn“ 

5 Eestore us, and regain the blissful seat, 

Sing, Heavenly Muse, that on the secret top 


1. Soon to fall.— TUoAtnoncan 
War of lodopendencG waa going on 
when Oowpor wrote this, Tho 


poot was, bohicles, of a doapomling 
turn pf mind, 

2, Greater Man, Joans OUrist, 


US 
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Of Orel), ov of Sinai\ didst iuspivo 
That shepherd®, who first taught the chosen seed 
In the beginuiug 1 )o\y the heavens and earth 
10 Roso out of Chaos® ; or, if Sion hilP 

Delight theo more, and Siloa^s® brook that flowed 
Fast by tho oracle of God® ; I tlienco 
Invoke thy aid to iiiy advoaturous song, 

^Pliat with no middle flight intends to soar 
15 Above the Aoniau mount^, while it pursues 
Things unaticinpted yet** in prose or rhyme. 

And chiefly H^hou, 0 Spirit**, that dost ))rcfer 
Before all temples the upright heart and pure, 
Instruct mo, for Thou know'st: Thou from the first 
20 Wast pvesout, and, with mighty wings outspread, 
Dovo-likOj sfiWst bi’ooding on tlio vast Abyss'^®, 

And madest it pregnant: Avhat in ino is dark, 
Illumine; what is low, raise and support; 

That to tho hightld’ of this groat avgiinieul 
25 I may assort JStornal Providence, 

And justify tho ways of God to mon. 

Say first, for Hoaven hides nothing from thy view, 
Nor tho deep tract of Hell — say first, what cause 
Moved our grand Varonls, in that happy state, 

30 Favoured of Heaven so highly, to fall off 


1. Oreb or Sinaia two mown- 
taiufl in Arabia now known aa 
Jobol Huaa (^[oiinl Mosos) and 
Jobol Kafcoria (Mount Kt. Catlia- 
vino). 

2, That shepherd, Mosoh. 

a. Chaos, empty, immoasurablo 
space. fOr, ami Lat, clmst from 
c?ia, to K ’pti,] 

4. Sion hill, one of tho hills on 
which Joniflalom was bnilt. 

{) Silo a, Bhilonh, a tributary of 
tho Kodron, ao\vin;.t from honoath 
tho rook ixnilor tho walla of JorU' 
salom, and forming tho Tool o{ 
Siloam. 

(J. The oracle of God, tho 


tempi 0 of Joimftiilom. 

7, Aonian mount, 

Helicon in IBiootia, a Greek atato 
poetically called Aonia. Mount 
Parnas8Ufl,anotiior favourite haunt 
of the Muses, wna in tho noigh* 
houving stale of Phocis, 

8, TJnattempled yet.— Tlie 
poet does not soom to have 
boon awaro of the oxistouco of 
CaedmoiPfl poem on tho samo 
fluhjool. [See Inti’odufjtion.') 

9, O Spirit, tho Holy Spirit of 
God. 

)0, Dove-like, &o.— Uonosifl i. 
2 \ Tniko ill, 23. 

11. Highth, height. 
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Prom their Creator, anti transgress His will 
Per one restraint, lords of the World bosidos? 

Who first seduced, them to tluit foul revolt ? 

The infernal Serpent; ho it was, wlioso guile, 

35 Stirred up with envy and revenge, deceived 
The mother of mankind; what tiino^ his pride 
Had cast him nut from Heaven, with all his host 
Of rebel Angels ; by wlioso aid, aspiring 
To sot himself in glory abovo his peers®, 

40 Ho trusted to havo oqunlled® the Most High^ 

If he opposed; and, with ambitions aim 
Against the throne and monarchy of God, 

Eaised impious war in Heaven and batllo proud, 
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power 
45 Hurled headlong flaming from tho otlioroal sky, 

With hideous ruin and combustion, down 
To bottomless perdition ; thero to dwell ^ 

In adamantine chains and ponal fire, 

Who durst defy tho Omnipotent to arms. 

50 Kino times tho spneo that inoasurcs day and night 
To mortal men, ho, with his horrid crow, 

Lay vanquished, rolling in tlio fiery gulf, 

Confounded, though immortal. But his doom 
Eoserved him to moro wrath; for now the thought 
55 Both of lost happiness and lasting pain 

Torments him; round ho throws his baleful oyes, 
That witnessed huge aflliction and dismay, 

Mixed with obdurate pride and Etcadflist halo* 

At once, as far as Angels^ ken'*, ho views 
0 Tho dismal situation waste and wild ; 

A dungeon horrible, on all sides round, 

As one groat fiumaco, flamed ; yet from those flames 
Ko light; but rather darkness visible 

and to equal God. 

3, He irualed to have equal- 
led, ho had trusted to equal. 

4. Ken, roach of sight. 

160 


1 What linie» at that time 
when. [A Latinisin.] 

2. Above his peers —Satan 
was already ahovo his peers, hut 
liG wanted to bo abovo tho Hoesiali 
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Served only to discover sights of woe, 

65 Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where poaco 
And vosfc can never dwell ; hopo never comes 
That comes to all; but torinro without cud 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
With over-burning sulphur uncoiifliuncd, 

70 Such place Eternal dustico had prepared 

For those robolhous; hero tlieir prison ordained 
111 iiitor darkness, and tlioir portion set, 

As far removed from God and light of Heaven, 

As from the ooiitro tlirioo to tlio utmost polo, 

75 Oh, how uuliko the place from wlionce they foil ! 
There the compauious of his fall, oV^rwliolmcd 
With floods and whirlwiiidB of tempostuons fire, 

Ho soQii discerns; and weltering by his side, 

One next himself in powor, and next in crime, 

80 Long attov known in Palestine, and iiiiinod 
BGclzobub\ To whom the Avch-EiuMuy, 

And tlionco in Heavou callod Satan®, with bold words 
Breaking tho horrid silence, thus begun ; — « 

^Tf thou boost® liG—bnl oh, how fallen I how changed 
85 From him, who, in the happy realms of light, 

Olothod with transcendent brightness, didst outshine 
Myriads, thoughbright 1 — if ho, whom nuitunUoague, 
XTnited thoughts and counsels, equal liopc 
And ha/.avd in tlio glorious enterprise, 

90 Joined with mo once, now misery hath joined 
In equal ruin ; into what pit thou soest 
li'rom whathightli fallen, so much the stronger proved 
He with his thunder : and till then who knew 
Tho forco of thoKo dire arms? Yet not for those, 

96 Nor what ilio potont* Victor in his rago 
Can el so indict, do 1 repent, or change, 

1. BeCUebub, a lioafchon (Mly 2, Satan,— A Hebrew wi>vd 
rognrdocl by t:ho Jowh aa tlio eliiof moaning mi advorsar}j. 
nf tho ovi'l Bpirifcfl, Milton iniikoa 3, Dee si, art. 

liiiu aocond in rank to Sfitaii, 4, Potent, powor fill. [Lat. 

(Hob, brtfiZ, lord, and 5 ’ bub, a fly,] posse, to bo ablo,] 
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Though changed in outward lustre, that fixed mind, 
Mid high disdain from son so of injured merit, 

That with tho Mightiest raised me to contend, 

100 And to tho fierce contention brought along 
InnumGi’ablo forco of Spirits armed, 

That durst dislike liis reign, and, mo preferring, 

His utmost power with adverse power opposed 
In dubious battle on tho plains of Heaven, 

105 And shook Ins throne. What though the field be lost ? 
All is not lost j tho nncouquerablo will, 

And study of revenge, immortal hato, 

And courage never to submit or yield, 

And what is olso not to bo ovorcomo j 
110 That glory novor shall his wrath or might 
Extort from me. To bow and sue for grace 
With suppliant knee, and deify liis power 
Who, from tho terror of this arm, so late 
Doubted his empire; that wove low indeed, 

115 That were an ignominy, and shame beneath 

Tins downfall ; since, by fafco, tho strength of Gods, 
And this empyreal* sulistanco, cannot fail ; 

Biuco, through experionco of this groat event, 

In arms not worse, in foresight much advanced, 

120 We may with more successful hope resolve 
To wage, by force or guile, eternal wav, 

Irreconcilable to our grand Eoe, 

Who now triumphs, and, in the excess of joy 
Sole reigning, holds the tyranny^ of Iloavcn.^^ 

125 So spake the apostate** Angol, though in pain, 
Vaunting aloud, but rucked with deop despair ; 

And him thus answered soon his bold compeer'*': — ■ 
^^0 Prince, 0 Chief of many-throu^d Powers, 

That led tho embattled Sornphim to war 

^ 1, Empyreal, pure aa fii’o or [(^i% from, and root stdj to 
light. fGr, erit and pi/r, flro.] stand ] 

Tyranny, dospotism. [Gi% 

f Vrannos, a dospotlo ml or.] 4, Compeer, companion ^ asso- 

8, Apostate, faUo j tmi borons, oiato. [Lab, coh, and ouuah] 
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130 Under tliy conclucbj and, in dreadful deeds 

Fearless, enclangerecl Heaveu^s porpotuaF King, 

And put to proof His liigli supromacyj 
Whether upheld by sfcvongih, or chance, or faio ; 
Too well 1 SCO and ruo the dire event, 

135 That, with sad overthrow and foul defeat, 

Hath lost us Heaven, and all this mighty host 
In horriblo dcBiruction laid thus low. 

As far as Gods and Heavenly Essoiices 
Gan perish ; for the mind and spirit remains 
140 Invincible, and vigour soon returns, 

Though all our glory extinct, and happy slate 
Here awidlowod up in endless misery. 

But what if Ho our Cori([ucvor (whom I now 
Of force believo Almighty, since no loss 
145 Than such could have overpowered such force as ours) 
Have left us this our spirit and strongth entire, 
Strongly to suffer and support our pains, 

T’'hat wo may so sufTico Ha vengeful ire, 

Or do Him mightier seivice ns His thrails^ 

150 By right of war, whatoVer His business ho, 

Eero in the heart of Hell to work in lire, 

Or do His errands in the gloomy Dcoj) ? 

What can it then avail, though yet wo feel 
Strength undiminished, or eternal being 
165 To undergo eternal punishment 

. Whereto withspeecly words the Arch-Fiend rejiliod : 

Fallon Cherub I to bo weak is nusevable, 

Doing or suffering : but of this bo sure— 

To do aught good never will bo our I ask, 

160 But ever to do ill our solo delight, 

As being the contrary to His liiglx will 
Whom wo resist. If then His providence 
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good, 

Our labour must be to pevvort that end, 

165 And out of good still lo lind means of evil ; 

1. perpetual, otornftl. ’ | 2, Thralls, Blavos. 

15S 
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Which of fi- times may Buccoecl^ so as pei’haps 
Shall grieve if I fail not, and disturb 
His inmost counsols from tlioir destined aim. 

Hut see I the angry Victor hath recalled 
j70 His ministers ol vungeanco and pursuit 

Back to the gates of Heaven ; the siilphiirons hail. 
Shot after us in storm, overblown, lifith laid 
The fiery surgo, that from the precipice 
Of Heaven received us falling ; and the ihiiiidor, 
175 Winged with red lightning and impetuous rage> 
Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and ceases now 
To bellow through the vast and boundless Deep. 
Let us not slip the occasion, whether scorn 
Or satiate fury yield it from our Poe. 

180 Seest thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, 

Tlic seat of desolation, void of light, 

Save what the glimmering of those livid*- flames 
Casts pale and dreadful? Thither lot us tend 
Prom off the tossing of those fiery waves ; 

185 There rest, if any rest can harbour ihero j 
And, ro-asseinbling our afflicted powers, 

Consult how we may henceforth most ofibnd 
Our Bnonij’- ; our own loss how repair ; 

How overcome this dire calamity j 
190 What reinforcement wo may gain from hope; 

If nob, wlmt resolution from despair/^ 

Thus Satan®, talking to his nearest mate, 

With head, uplift above the wave, and eyes 
That sparkling blazed ; his other parts besides” 

195 Prone* on the flood, oxtondod long and large, 

. Lay floating many a rood ; in bulk as liuge 
As whom the fables nanio of monstrous size, 
Titanian”, or Barth-born, that warred on Jove; 


1, Livid, blnok and bhio, [Lat, 
livm'Oi to bo black niul bbio.J 

2, Satan, — Supply spnke> 

3, His other parts besides, — 
An oxamplo of 


4. Prone, lying with tbo £nc« 
tbnvnwavd, [Opposed to 
6. Titanian.— Tho Titans or 
Giants wore the oiTspi'in^j of Owlns 
and Terra (Hoavou and Eavth). 
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Briareus^^ or Typlioii®^ wliom tlio clou 
1200 By aiioiont Tarsus bold ; or that sea-boast 
Leviatluiirb which God of all His works 
Created liugesl that swim the oceau-stroam : 

Hinij haplyj slimiboriug on the Norway foam, 

The pilot of some small night-fouuclored skilfS 
205 Deeming some island, ofb^ as soaiuGu toll, 

With fixiid anchor in bis scaly rincD, 

Moors" by liis side under the loo*', while night 
Invests the soa, and wished morn delays : 

Bo stretched out huge in length tho Arch- Fiend lay 
210 Chained on the burning lako J nor over thenco ^ 

Had risen’, heaved bis houd j but that tbo will 
And high permission of all-ruling Iloavou 
Left liiin at largo to his own dark designs ; 

That with roitoratud" crimos lie might 
215 Heap on himself damnation, wliilo ho songlit 
Evil to others j and, enraged, might see 
How all bis malico served but to bring forth 
luflnito goodness, grace, nud iner(\y, shown 
On Man by him seduced j but on himsolf 
220 Treble confusion, wrath, and vongeanco, poured. 
Forthwith upright ho rears from off the pool 
His mighty stature; on oacli hand the (lames, 

Driven backward, slope their pointing spires, and, 
rolled 

In billows, leave in tho midst a horrid valo. 


1, Briareus, n giant roprosont- 
ud ns having 60 bonds and 100 
Imiids. 

2. Typhon, n giunl who dwolt 
ill a don in Arima near Tai’sus, 
tho atioionb capital of Oilioia in 
Asia Minor. 

5. Leviathan, a fahlcd soa- 
inonstor» 

4. Night-foundered skiff, a 
boat lost or dietroasod in tho 
night. 


6, Scaly rind, skin or hide 
covorod with bculos, 

G. Moors, nnehors, 

7, Lee, tho quarto r toward 
whioh tho wind blown, as opposoil 
to that from which il. proaoods. 

8, Had risen, would have 
rison, 

0. Reiterated, ropoatod again 
and again. [Lat. and itmm, 
again.] 
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226 Then with ©xpandotl wings lie steors bis flight 
Aloffcj incumbent on fcho dusky air, 

That felfc unusual weight ; till on dry land 
He lights — if it wore land that over burned 
With solid, as the lako with liquid, fire : 

230 And such appeared in hue, as when the force 
Of subterranoan wind transports a hill 
Torn from Pelorus^ or the shattered sido 
Of thundering iEtua^ whose combustible 
And fuelled entrails thence ooncoiving fire, 

236 Bubliraed® with miiioi'al fury, aid the winds, 

And leave a singed'^ bottom, all involved 

With stench and smoke ; such resting found the sole 

Of unblost feet. Him followed his next mate ; 

Both glorying to luive ^scaped the Stygian flood 
240 As gods, and by their own rccoverod strength, 

Not by the suffcranco of suj)ernal Power. 

this tho region, this the soil, the clinic/^ 

Said thou tho lost Archangel, this tho scab 
That wo must change for Heaven j this mournful gloom 
246 For that celestial light ? Bo it so, since Ho, 

Who now is Sovran®, can dispose and bid 
What shall be right : farthest from Him is best, 
Whom reason hath equalled, force hath made supreme 
Above His equals. Farewell, happy fields, 

250 Where joy for ever dwells I Hail, horrors 1 hail, 
Infernal World ! and thou, profouiidest Holl, 

Recoivo thy new possessor ! — one who brings 
A mind not to be changed by place or time ; 

The mind is its own place, and in itself 
255 Oan make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of Heaven, 


1. Pelorus, now Capo Foro, in 
Sicily, 

2. Minsiy a wdl-known voloaiuj 
on fcho ocist coasb of Sicily. 

8. Sublimed, raised up b> tho 
ev plosive forco of tlio moltoa 
ininoralB. [Lat. sul>, and Icuo, I 


lia up.] 

4i, Singed, Hcorcliod, 

6, Stygian flood, tho infernal 
lake, [Tho Styx is fab loci to bo 
tho cliiof river in tho infernal 
regions, \ 

U, Sovran, sovoroign, 
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What matter where, if I bo still the same, 

And what I should ho; all but less than Ho 
Whom thunder hath inado greater? Here at least 
We shall bo free; the Almighty hath not built 
260 Here for His oiivy; will not drive us hence : 

Hero we may roign secure, and, in my choice, 

To reign is worth ambition, though in Hell : 

Better to reign in Hell than servo in Heaven. 

But wherefore lot wo then our faithful friends, 

265 ^fho associates and co-partners of our loss. 

Lie thus astonished on the oblivious pool, 

And call them not to sharo with us their part 
In this unhappy mansion; or ouco more 
With rallied arms to try what may bo yet 
270 Regained in Heaven, or what more lost in Holl ?” 

So Satan spake; and him BcclKobub 
Thus answered: — “Luador of thoso avuuo.s bright, 
AVhich, hut tho OmnipoLont, jiono could liavo foiled 1 
If once they hoar that voice, thoir liveliest pledge 
275 Of hope in fears and dangers— heard so oft 
In worse extremes, and on tlio ]30i'iloua edge 
Of battle, when it raged, in all assaults 
Their surest signal— they will .soon resume 
Now courage and I'ovivo ; though now they Ho 
280 Grovelling and prostralo on yon lake of firo. 

As wo crowhile, astouudod and amazed ; 

No wonder, fallen such a peruicious highth 

He scarce had ceased, when tho superior Fiend 
Was moving toward tho shoro : liis ponderous shield, 
285 Blhoreal temper, massy, largo, and round, 

Behind him cast; tho broad circumforonoo 
flung on his shoiildors like tho moon, whoso orb 
Through optic glass tho Tu.scan artist’ views 
At oveningfrom tho lop of Fesold®, , 


1. The Tuscan artist, flaliloo, 
Who was a native o£ l^loronoo in 
Tuscany. Ho is oallotl an artist 
hooanso Astronomy wos lookod 
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Upon u» OHO of tho so von Uboi’ul 
arts. 

FcsolA or Fiosolop a town of 
Tuacany, near Floronco. 
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290 Oi’ in ViilclarnoS to closcry now lands, 

Ri^'^ers, or inouiiLams, in her sj^otty globe. 

His spear — to equal which the tallest pinoj 
Hown on Norwegian hills, to bo tho mast 
or some groat ammiraP, woro but a waiul^ — 

295 Ho walked with, to support uneasy steps 

Over the burning inarle^, not like those steps 
On Heavou^a azure; and the torrid oliino 
>Smoto on him soro besides, vaulted with fire : 
Nathlcss* ho so endured, till on tho beach 
300 Of that inilained sea he stood, and culled 

His legions, Angel Forms, who lay entranced 
Thick as autnmnul leaves that otrow the brooks 
[n Vallombrosa^ whore tho Etrurian shades, 

High Dver-arclied imbower; or scaltorod sedge® 

305 Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion^ luuned® 

Hath vexed tlio Red-Sea coast, whoso waves o'evthrow 
JBiisiris^ and Ins Mcinjdiiaid^ chivalry, 

While with perfidious hatred they pursued 
Tho Bojournors of Goshen who boliold 
810 Prom tho safo shore their Hooting carcasses 

And broken clinriot- wheels : so thick bestrowii'^j 
Abject and lost lay iheso, covering the flood, 

Under amazement of their ludco\is change. 


1. Valdarno, tho valley of tho 
Arno, 

2. Ammlral, a liirgo ehip. 
[Lit. a fihip emryinp^ an adiniralt 
Ar. a chief ] 

3. Marie, parched Boil. 

4. Nalhleas, iiovorihcloHB, 

5. Vallombrooa, shady valley 
in Etruria or Tuacuny, 

6. Sedgo, ihioh aa flcattorod • 
soclgo. 

7. Orion. — Tho ooualellation 
Orion 'wns fliipposod to causo 
BtortuB. 

8. Armed.—Orion waa ropro- 
sontocl as an armed warrior. 


9, Busiris, Pharaoh, oiio of tho 
kiuga of Egypt, wIid ]>orHftCut(‘(l 
tlio llobrowB tuul pub to death uU 
their male cliildrcn, mid who wnB 
after wardw drew noil with all hia 
lioal ill the Hod Boa. 

10. Mcntphlan.— ‘MoinphlH wan 
tho chief city of tho Egyptianu 
bei’ori) tho foundation of Cairo. 

11 Goshen, a proviuco of an- 
oioul Egyi^t, on tho ouatorii bank 
of tho Nile, 

12, Bestrown, scattered, [Pro- 
l>orly applicable to tho ground ,on 
Whieh thingH aro scattered and 
net to tho things scatiorod J 
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He called so loud, that all the hollow deep 
315 Of Hell resounded : — ‘‘Princes, Potentates, 

W avriors, the Plower o£ Heaven ! once yours, nowl ost — 
If such nstouishment as this can seizo 
Eternal Spirits ! Or have yo chosen tins place 
After the toil of battle to repose 
320 Tour wearied virtue^, for the easo you had 
To slumber liere^ as in the vales of Heaven ? 

Or in this abject posture have yo sworu 
To adore the Conqueror ? who now beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood, 

325 With scattered arms and ensigns ; till axiou 
» His swift pursuers from Hoavon-gatos disconi 
The advantage, and, desceudiug, tread us down 
Thus droophig', or with linked thunderbolts 
Transfix us to tho bottom of this gulf 
330 Awake, muse, or bo for over fallen 

They heard, and were abashed, and up they sprung 
Upon the wing ; as when men, wont to watch 
On duty, sleeping found by whom® thoy dread, 

House and bestir themselves ere well awake. 

SS5 Nor did thoy not® perceive the evil plight 

In which they were, or the fierce pains not fool ; 

Yet to* their General's voice they soon obeyed, 
InmimGrable* As when the potent rod 
Of Axnranfla son®, in Egypt^s evil clay®, 

840 Waved round the coasts up called a pitchy cloud 
Of locusts, warping^ on tho eastern wind, 

That o^er the realm of impious Plmraoh hung 
Like Night, and darkened all tho land o£ Nilo \ 


1, Virtue, valour. [Lafc.rn'tuij, 
valour, energy.] 

2, Wliom, — Supply thomifceoc- 

denfc [This fa a GvooiBni.] 

3, Nor dfd they not, A Laiin- 
ism used for omplmsis. 

4-. To their GeneraVs voice. — 
Tho dative with oboj/ is fonnd also 
in Ohauoor and Spenaev* [It ia a 

“ <£4 


Ijatmiflm,] 

6. Amram*8 son,lMosoB. [Boo 
M'odita.'] 

0, Egypt^s evil day.— An 
allnaiou to tho leu plagues Buicl to 
have boon Bonfe by God for Iho 
puniBhiiiGni of tlio lUgypliaiis. 

7. Warping, advancing witu 
a bonding or waving motion. 



UJSMS 01*’ ittiNULlSii TUKTltY, 


IL^AiiT ir. 
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So numborlesa woro fclioso bad Angela seen 
845 Hovering on wing under the copo^ of Holl, 
^Twixt upper, nofcher®, and surrounding fires j 
Till, at a signal given, the uplifted spoar 
Of Llioir great Sultan waving to direct 
Their course, in oven balance down they liglit 
360 On the firm brimstone® and fill all the plain; 

A multitude, like which*’ the populous North® 
Poured never from her frozen loins, to pass 
Rhouo or the Danaw®, when her barbarous sons 
Came like a deluge on tho South, and spread 
355 Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan sands. 

Forthwith, from ovoiy squadron and eaoh baud, 
The heads and loaders thither haste whoro stood 


Their groat Ooninmndor ; godliko Shapes, and Forms 
B.xcGlling human; princely Diguitios; 

860 And Powers that erst’ iu Hcavou sat on thrones, 
Though of their names in Heavenly records now 
Bo no momoria] ; blotted out and rusod 
By thoir I'obellion from tho Books of Lifo®. 

Nor had they yet among the sons of Evo 
366 Got them now namoa ; till, wandering o^or tlie earth 
Through God^s high sufferauoo, foi* tho trial of man, 
By falsities and lies the greatest part 
Of mankind they corrupted to forsake 
God their Creator, and the invisiblo 
870 Glory of Him that made them to transform 
Oft to the imago of a brute, adorned 
With gay religions® full of pomp and gold, 


1, Cope, nrcli oi* ooncavoj roof* 

2, Nether, lower. [Ooinparatiro 
of nitliOf under,] 

8. Brimstone, sulphur, [Litor- 
ally, t«rnw( 7 -‘«^one.] 

4. Like which , Hko that 
which j suoh as, {A Latiiiism.] 

6. The populous North.— An 
allusion to tho tCimB, Qotlis, 
Vandals, niul otiior ITorthom har- 


IGO 


hai'inns, wlio ovorrau tlio Homan 
ompiro, 

0. Rhenc or the Danaw, tho 
HJiino or the Baiinbo, 

7, Erst, fonnorlyj oiisinally. 
[Snporl alive of ere, hoforo.] 

8. Books of Life,— Mon lion od 
in tho Bible as containing tho 
irninoB of tlioso worthy of Clod’s 
favour. 

SJ, Religions, roligions ritos. 
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And Devils to adoi’O* for Deities : 

Then wore fclioy knov. n to mon by various unraos, 

?5 And various idols through the Heathen World. 

sH >K ^ * 

All bheso and more onrao flockiugj bub with looks 
Downcast nud damp ; yob such whoroin appeared 
Obscure some glimpse of joy, to havo found their Chief 
Not in despair, to havo found themsolves not lost 
10 In loss itself; which on his countouauoo oast, 

Like doubtful hue : but ho, his woutod prido 
Soon reoolleotiug®, with high words, that boro 
Semblauco of worth, not substance, gontlyraised 
Their fainting courage, and diapollod their fears. 

35 Thon straight oorainands, that at tho warlike sound 
Of trumpets loud and clarions, ho uprearod 
His mighty standard : that proud honour olaimod 
Aaaaol as his right, a Ohorub tall j 
Who forthwith from tbo jj-littoring staff nnfurlod 
)0 Tho imperial ensign ; which, full liigh advanood®, 
Shono like a motoor stroaniing to tho wind, 

With gems and golden lustro rich oniblazod, 
Soraphio arms and tropluos‘‘; all tlio whilo 
Sonorous motaD blowing' martial sounds : 

05 At which the nuivoi’sal liost np sent 

A shout, that toro Ifeirs concave, and boyomZ 
Frighted tho roigii'’ of 01mo.s and old Night^, 

All in a momont through tho gloom woro soon 
Ton thousand bannors riso into tho air 
)0 With oriont" colours waving : witli thorn rose 
A forest huge of Rpoans ; and Llironging holms 


1, To adore. Thin infiiiiUvo 
jponds oil ^'(JorniploiV* luid 
jvonm dnvilH.*' 

2 , Recollecting, rogaiuiiig, 
a. Advanced, ruiHodi 

4, Arms and trophicB> anivi- 
boai'ingH und iioraldlo dovicmi. 
fi. Metals Lruuipots of niolal, 


0, Uoign, malm. (A liaUiiiHm,J 
7. Cbaofi and old Night. Oluum 
and hiH duujijliinr Nov woro rogard* 
(id ns dniUim ndgidtig* In oorlain 
parlyfi of trim inhini/il 

H, Oi‘iant| In'i’glill iiplondM. 
I hi( orally, (»ii4li}i‘ii, l'’roni oron'i J 

I'ilU),] 
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Appeared, aiid sei’ried^ eliields in thick iivray 
Of depth iHiincasurcablc ; anon they move 
In perfect phalanx to tho Dorian mood® 

405 Of flutes and soft recorders* — such as raised 


To highth of noblest teinpor heroes old 
Arming to biittlo 5 and, instead of rftgo, 

Deliberate valour breathed, firm, and unmoved 
With clvoad of death to flight or foul I'otrent; 

410 Nor wanting power to mitigate and 'snago 

With solemn touches troubled thoughts, and chiiso 
Anguish and doirbb and fear and sorrow and pain 
From mortal or immortal uniids, Thus thoy, 
Breathing united force, with fixbd tbonglit,* 

416 Moved on in silence to soft pipes that charinod 
Their painful slops o’er the burnt soil ; and uoiv 
Advanced in view thoy stand— a horrid front 
Of dreadful length and dazaling* arms, in guise 
Of warriors old, with ordered spear and shield, 

420 Awaiting Avhat command their mighty (Jhiof 
Had to impose. _ He through tho arn'iod flies 
Darts his experienced eye, and soon Iravovso* 

The whole battalion views — their ordor due, 

'J’heir visages and stature as of gods j 
425 Their number last ho sums. And now his heart 
Distends with pride, and, hardouiug iu his strength 
Glories ; for never, since created Man", ' 

Met such embodied force, as named with those 
Could merit move than that small infantry" 

430 Warred ou by cranes 5 though all tho giant brood 
Of Phlegrg® with tho heroic race wore joined 


1 * Serried, orowcleclj ODm 2 >fioU 
ed 5 oloao paolsocl., 

S, Dorian mood, Dorian Btylo 
of inuBio r Tho Dorian strain was 
majoslio, tho Phrygian lively, and 
tho Lydian fcondor, 

a Recorder, a kind of (iuto» 

4, Traverse, orosswisoj a- 
tluvni*t tho ranks. 


Jii2 


B, Since crcaied Man^ bIuc 
tho creation oi! man. [A Lnlinlain. 

6 . Small infantry, Uio Pygnn^J^ 
a fabled nation of dwarfs -^vlao nr 
said by llomor to luvvo bee 
aimaally tittaokod by oranos* 

7. Phlcgra in Maoodonia, tl 
Bcono of ft battle botwoon thogoc 
and tho giants, [Soo lino 
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PARADISE Lost. 
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That fou^lit at Thebes^ and Iliuin^, on each aide 
Mixed w^th aiixiliar® gods; and what resoimds 
In fablo or romance of U therms soii^ 

435 Begirt with British and Armoric^ knights; 

And all who since, baptized or infidel, 

Jousted® in Asprainonth or Mouialban^^ 
Damasco®^ ov Marocco^®, or Trobisond^^' 

Or whom Bisorta^® sent from Afric shore, 

440 When Oliarlemain^^ with all Ins ]ioorago foil 
By Pontarabbia. Thus far thoso beyond 
Compare of mortal prowess, yet obsorved^^ 
Their dread Commander* He, above tlio rest 
lu shape and gosturo proudly emiiiont, 

445 Stood like a fcower. His form had yet not lost 
All its original brightness, nor appeared 
Boss than Archangoi ruiuod, and the excess 
Of glory obscurod j as ^Yholl tho snii, now risen, 
Looks through the horizontal misty air, 

450 Shorn of his beams ; or, from bohind tlio jnooji, 
In dim Gclipso, disastrous twilight sheds 
On half tho nations, and with fear of ohango 
Perploxcs monarebs* Darlconocl so, yot ahono 


1 Thebes, a city iu ncTootia, 
Tho fillusioii [a io Uio Ai\£?ivo 
csliinfH who fju})j)orbfia tho olainiM 
of Poly ni cos a»):ainBt hi« bmthor 
TUboociloft, kinp: of Thobns, 

2, Ilium, Troy. Tho ^oils uro 
Bair] hy Homor to have takou part 
in tho T’rnitm war. 

S. Auxiliar, helping, 

4, Uthei’s son, King Arthur of 
tho Ihmml Tnblo. 

r>, Armoric, Armorica wuh tlio 
anciontnnnu^ of liritiany in I'VamJo, 
(1. Jousted, look piu't Ml 

tminuiniontM. 

7, Aspramont, it town in tho 
NothorliiTidH. 

H, Monittlban, u town in 

DVaiU'o. 


9, DamaacOj Damafuan in 

Syria. 

10, Maiocco, Morocco in 

Africa. 

H. Trcbieojul, in AHiutio 
Tiirkoy. 

VZ, BiscviQ, a town on tho 
noi’th omist of Africa— annimitly 
oallml TJhoa. 

HI ChiuTcmain, ()harlmuiij?iui, 
ICinK of t’nium' and Mnipci’m' of 
(jorniiiny ntltickcii tho HiLuiocnn. 
AccordihK the Spanish nci’mtnlr 
ho was 1 onl c(l and tilain at t'oid* 
arahiti in tho nnrjli ofH|mn, hoi 
utlior rn'orninjn iiay that lio ctni- 
iptornd (.hn Smio'cniiand ilicd pouen* 
fnllv nt Ai\da Ohiipolln, Kbl. 

1 1, Obuoivod, miimotcd. 

10 ;} 
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520 Fai' round illumined Hell ; highly they ragged 

Agaiiisb the Highosb, and fioroo with grasped arms 
Clashed ou thou- .sounding shields the din of war, 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of Hoavon. 

There stood a hill not far, whoso grisly' top 
525 Belohod lire and rolling smoke ; tho rest ontiro 
Shono.witli a glossy scurf — undouhted sign 
'that in his woml)’' was hid inotallic ore, 

The work of sulphur. Tliitlior, winged with speed, 
A numerous brigade hastened : ns when bands 
530 Of pionoei’S, wiLli spado and pickaxe armed, 

Fovornii tho royal camp, to trench a field, 

Or cast a rampart. Mammon'’ led them on — 
Mammon,. tho least orooted spirit that fell 
From Heaven ; for e’on in Heaven his looks and 
thoughts 

535 Wore always downward bout, admiring moro 
Tho riehos of Heaven's pavoinont, trodden gold. 
Than aiiglii, divino or holy, olso enjoyed 
III vision bcatifio'': by him finst 
Men also, and by his suggestion taught, 
j=l() Itansaokod tho Centre, and with impious hands 
Rifled tho bowels of tlioir niothor Iflarth 
For treasures, bettor hid. Soon had his crow 
Opouod into tho hill a spacious wound, 

And digged out ribs of gold. Lot none admire** 

545 That riches grow in Hell ; that soil may best 
Do.sorvo the precious bano*'. And hero lot those, 
Who boast in mortal things, and wondering loll 
Of Babel’, and tho works of Memphian kings, 

Learn' how thoir groatost monuments of famo, 


1. Grisly, eroyi asi'y- 
brown.] 

2. Womb, bolly. 

3. Mammon, tho God of 
Wealtli. 

4j. Vision beatific, eight that 
niakos happy j tho actual eight of 


Ootl au<l of Divino Sanotitioa 
di Admire, woudor, [Ltit, ad, 
and luiVor, I wonder,] 

Bane, dosfcinioUono ; poison, 
V. Babel, Babylon, tho capital 
of Ohaldooa, 
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650 And strength, aud art', are easily outdouo 
By Spirits reprobate^ aud lu an hour. 

What in an age they, ^vith incessant toil 
Aud hands inn iitn arable, scarce perform, 

Nigh on the plaiu, in many cells prepared, 

000 That underneath had veins of liquid fire 
. Sluiced* fiom the lake, a second multitude, 

With wondrous art, founded*'* the massy ore, 

Severing each kind, and scummed® the bullion^ dross : 
A third as soon had formed within Llio ground 
500 A various mould, and from the boiling cells, 

By strange conveyance, filled each hollow nook i 
As in an organ, from one blast of wind, 

To many a row o£ pipes the sound-board breatlios, 

' Anon, out of the earth, a fabric huge 
6(35 Hose like an exhalation, with .tho sound 
Of dulcet*' symphonies and voices swoet — 

Built like a temple, where pilastora® round 
Were set, aud Doric^ pillars overlaid 
With golden architrave'® ; nor did there want 
5/0 Oornice or frieze, with bossy sculptures graven' ' : 
The roof was fretted'® gold. Not Babylon, 

Noi great Alcairo'^j such magnificenco 


1. Strength and art.— il>id 
how tiioir fiti'eiigUij Ac, 

2. Reprobate, depxuvod ; 

coinipfcj wiokotl, fLifc. not oil- 
dimug Lnt* re, aiul vroho. 

1 XJrore.J 

3 Sluiced, drawn olt hy con- 
dnite. 

<t. Founded, moUocl. rLnl. 
fiindOi I pour.] 

5. Scummed, took the bCtm or 
mipuro mat tor from. 

BuJhon, boifiiig, /J,nt 
I boil.] 

„ ,f ’ ^''^^s(ora, H<juai’u pilliu'H. 
Hoiuic! ’■ is nil adverb. 


1 9. Doric, tlin iiumo of i\ alytu 

of nrolnlccturo. 

10 , Architrave, Llio JioWxoiiliil 
Htoiio iiiinuHiminly ubovo llm 
jiilhu'fl. prJiu friext) HiirmoiiiilH 
Urn aroliitravo, and lliu 
projoctH itbnvn tluj frio/o. M'lm 
thioo togoLlmr form wiuil. i,* 

I (jaUml triu) oulaliltitino ol’ u 
uoluiun.J 

11. With booHy Hculjilurcui 
gi aven,— Tim fi lo/o wuh iidi »i Jird 
Wh li ombtp'HMoci /ifpnod, 

^ 1 2. J*rcuc<l, rmvjid b/a.^ 
onoli cilLor, hi lut 1o 
lunri oinull Hpuiiori, 

jii. Ureal AlCiilt'd, (Iiiimj 
(Jaii'o. 
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Bquallocl in all bhoir glories, to enslirino 
Belus* or Sorapis®, bhoir gods; or seat 
S75 Their kings, when Egypt with Assyria strove 
In wealth and luxury. Tho ascondiiig pile 
Stood fixed her stately hightli; and straight the doors 
Opening their brazen folds, discover, wide ’ 

Within, her® ample spaces, o'er tho smooth 
580 And level pavonieut : from tho arched roof, 

Pendent* by subtle magic, many n rew 
Of starry lamps and blazing cressets-'', fed 
With naphtha and asphaltns”, yielded liglit 
As from a sky. Tlio hasty multitude 
686 Admiring enterod j and tho work some )3raiso, 

And some tho architect. His hand was known 
In Heaven by inniiy a towered structure liigh 
Where sceptred Angels hold their residence, ’ 

And sab as Princes; whom tho supremo King 
590 Exalted to such power arid gave to rule, 

Each in his hierarchy’', tho Orders bright. 

Nor was his name unheard or uiiadorod 
In ancient Grooco ; and in tho Ausonian land” 

Mon called him Mulcibor*’ ; and liow Jio foil 
696 From Heaven, they fablod, (hrown by angry Jovo*® 
Sheer o’er tho ci*ysbal batblomonta ; from morn 
To noon he fell, irom noon to dewj'' ovo, 

A summer’s day ; and with tho sotting sun 
Drop from the zenith, like a falling star, 


1. Bolus or Baal, a goil of 
tho BabylonianSi 

2, Serapis, an Egfypfcian cloifcy* 
8. Her. — Milton avoida uginpf 

his ill poraonifioation, boaaiiao it 
waa formerly tho poasossivo of tho 
nouter itj as woU as of tho masou- 
lino ho, [Sco page 290, note 12.] 
4, Pendent, hauging, [Lat, 
jpendco, I hang.] 

6. Cressets, beacon -Ugh fca. 

0. Asphaltus, asphalt, op 


aaplmlUtm, minoval pitch. [Qr, 
bitumon,] 

7. Hierarchy, ppinoipalitiy. 

8, Ausonian land, Italy, 
call 0(1 Ausonia in poetry. 

0. Mulciber, Vulcan, god of 
fire. [Lnl. miilceo, I softon j luoU,] 

10. Angry JOvo.— Jovo bocamo 
angry with Ilia son Vuloan, bcoaneo 
tho latter iuloroeded for his 
mother Juno. 
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600 On Lgiiiuos*> the -^geaii isle : thus fchoy relate, 
Erriugj for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell long before; nor aught availed hitii now 
To have built in Heaven high towers ; nor did ho 


^ scape 

By all his engines, but was headlong sent^ 

606 AVith his industrious crew, to build in Hell, 

Meanwhile the wingkl Heralds, by command 
Of sovran power, with awful ceremony 
And trumpeb^s sound, throughout the host proclaim 
A solemn conucil, forthwith to bo held 
610 At Paudemouiuni^, the high capital 

Of Satan and his peers. Their summons called 
Prom every baud and squared regiment 
By or place choice the worthiest i they anon, 

AVith hundreds and with thousands, trooping caniG, 
615 Attended. Ail access was thronged ; tho gates 
And porches wide, but ohiof tho spacious hall 
(Though like a covered field, where champions bold 
AVont ride in armed, and at the Soldan's® chair 
Defied the best of Panim^ chivalry 
620 To mortal combat, or caieor® with lance), 

Thick swarmed, both on the ground and in tho nir, 
Brushed with the hiss of rustling wings. As boos 
In spring-time, when the Sun with Taurus" rides, 
Pour forth their populous youtli^* about tho hive 
625 In clusters,* they among frosh dews and flowers 
Ply to and fro, or on the smoothki plank, 

The suburb of their straw-built citadel, 

Hew rubbed with balm, expatiate,® and confer" 


1. Lemnos, an island in tho 
Ajgean eea, now fclio A’cliipelago, 

5. Pandemonium, 'tho place of 
meeting for all the devils, [Gr, 

pan, all, aud daimout demon 1 
8. Soldan, sultan. 

4, Panim, pagan, referring to 
the Saracens. 

6. Career, charge; tilting. 


0. Taurus, the JBull, one of tho 
twelve signs of tho Zodiac, Tlio 
sun outora Taurus in April, 

7. Populous youth, yoiuitf 
populace, 

8. Expatiate, walk abroad, 
[Lat, cojpaa'or, J roam,] 

9. Confer, confer on j diaeuBa. 
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Thoir state affairs t so thick the _acry oi-owd 
• 030 Swarmed and were straitened; till, the, signal gii 
Behold a wonder ! They but now who seemed 
In bigness to surpass Earth's giant sons, 

Now less than smallest dwarfs, iu narrow room 
Throng mnnborless like that pygmoan race 
635 Beyond the Indian mount ; or faery elves, 

Whoso midnight revols, by a forcst-sido 
Or fountain, somo belatod peasant sees. 

Or dreams he sees, while overhead the Moon 
Sits arbitress' and nearer to the Earth 
G40 Wheels her palo course : they, on their mirtli i 
dance 

Intent, witli jocund music charm his cur ; 

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 
Thus incorporeal Spirits to smallost forms 
Reduced their shapes immense, and wore at large 
C45 Though without number still, amidst the hall 
Of that infernal court. But far witliin, 

And in their own dimensions, like thomsolvos, 
The groat Seraphic Lords and Ohornbim 
In close recess and secret conclave'^ sat j 
660 A thousand Eemi-gods on golden seats, 

Frequent* and full. After short silence thou, 

And summons rend, the great consult* began. 

John Millon (1008*1.674 


1, Arbitress, witness i spccta- 
tross, 

2. Conclave, a private mooting j 
a oloso asaombly, [Lat* coiii and, 
c/am's, a koy, Honco a conclave is, 


literally, a loclced roonii] 

3, Frequent, mmionmsi [ 
freqnons, orowdocl.] 

4t, Consult, doliboratioiu 


End of Part II. 
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